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(= 2 The Story Sm —=

We all know what it's like. You're just sitting there minding your own business, just
watching TV or something suitably mindless, when all of a sudden this mental midget comes up
to you, sits down, and starts yakking away and won't shut up:

"How do I explain this? OK, it's like this: there are these five guys, OK?

"First you got Prometheus, and he's the whaddaya call, catalyst for the whole shebang.
He's a amoeba, you know, a protoplasm! He came down to this city, Spongopolis, on a weird
world called Earth-Spongy from outer space one day, and became real famous there..no one's really
sure why, that's just the way these things happen, right?

"Then there's Rambunny, who's like Peter Rabbit with a bazooka..he's basically a good
guy who's not a very nice guy, if you see what I'm sayin'.

"Of course you can't forget Doctor Spif, who's this doctor guy who also invents all these
gadgets and fights crime with them when he's not doin' doctor-type things. He's the kinda guy who /
ends up wearing the lampshade on his head at parties.

"There's also Ninja Ant and Karate Kactus, who are cousins, even if they don't happen to

be from the same species. They're both oriental kung-fu master dudes. Ninja Ant, whose real name /
is Mitsubishi, is the young know-it-all and Karate Kactus, also called Isuzu, is the old master. /
"This bunch of nutcases ended up getting together when Prometheus, that amoeba I was 7

ol talkin about, ticked off this psycho named the Asbestos Mushroom. The guys all got together and
. W cleaned the Mushroom's clock pretty good, but not before the fungus zapped Pro with this death

< ray thingamajig he had.
5 A5 "You still following me? Good. So, Prometheus doesn't die when he's blasted by the
N Mushroom's toy...instead, he gets turned into this honest-to-God superhero, funky tights and all.
o He changes his name to the Promethean, and tells the other guys that he wants to form a superhero
team.

/ "Well, they decided to call themselves the All-Spongy Squadron, and go on to fight geeks

A like Tinkertoy, a turtle who turned himself into a giant cheap pop-art sculpture.
"Then everything goes to hell, when these armored giants who go by the name "The Inner
Gods' appear in the middle of Spongopolis and kidnap the Promethean, but not before beating the

tar out of the All-Spongy Squadron.

"When Pro wakes up, he's been changed back to him former amoeba self. The Inner Gods
tell him some, uh, enigmatic information about his secret origins. From what they told him,
Prometheus was really created by these Gods to be their champion in this future war of the Gods,
and they're the ones who saved him from the Mushroom's death ray by temporarily giving him the
body of his future self.

"I see you don't get it. Neither did Pro, but the Gods just send him back to Spongopolis,
leaving Pro and the others with a big mess to clean up and a lot of unanswered questions.

"Now it's three months after all this happened, and the All-Spongy Squadron has seen
better times: Rambunny has gone on some secret mission for the Government, Dr. Spif is going
more wacko than ever, and Karate Kactus has found himself stuck with the job of leading a team
that currently consists of a disturbed ex-doctor, a cocky ninja warrior, and an amoeba who's going
through a major identity crisis.

"Elsewhere, this fellow named Manslaughter is on the way to Spongopolis, searching for ¥
someone or something, and it's like..um, well...maybe I should start over again..." oo

At this point one feels the urge to strangle this person and continue watching the @ 5
Simpsons.

-Nik Dirga, Oxford, Mississippi, 11-8-90 [7
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TONIGHT, MANSLAUGHTE

DINES ON YouR corpses.

o

VISITOR

PART ONE

Written and drawn by y.
NIK DIRGA /

Dedicated to friends old and new.,/ -




SIX BILLION YEARS LATER...CdUST KIDDINGT)
IN A DOWNTOWN SPONGOPOLIS TOWNAIOUSE :

INSIDE../ /™ BOTH ADULTS. AND You'RE

HARDLY EQUIPFED TO
SYMPATHIZE WITH A MAN
AND A WOMAN wiolly
IN LOVE.” ..RRINGT HUH?

PRIMETHEUST HOLD ON,>
A V'LL GET..NO, WAIT. I'M
“) PROMETHEVS! [--0H,
HELLO, INSPECTOR
YASHINSKY.

( ] WHAT WAS
WHAT 72 ARE You SURET \||7#4T ALL
YES. UH-HUH. YEAH, DVDE, .

A\ JE COMPRENDE. O-TAY!BYE..

NINJA ANT! How
WOULD YOU LIKE
To GoTO A DRUG
BUST?




AW, HECK! IT'S
PROBABLY A RERUN

COMING

( MY NEW CoSTUME'S
ALL SET! You ReAY

KARATE
KAcTus?

| SHOVLD TRY
TS.. NS, KIS
THOUGHTS ARE

7

“NEWS™., TRIVIALITIES! NO
NBWS! WIHAT ABOUT
RAMBUNNY, WHO'S ON A
MISSION IN NICARAGUAT
OR DR, SPIF, WHOS

OFF ON A SECRET QUEST
FOR STILES, HIS

GREAQTEST FOET

o"
) \ & /}
a

Y

Q

.

AND PROMETHEUS. EVER SINCE||

PRO...1 DONT KNOW
WHAT'S HAPPENING
TOo YOU..BUT }

DON'T LiE WHAT

YouRE BECOMING.

THE PROMETHEAN EPISODE®,
HE'S BEEN..DIFFERENT, A
MONTH AGO, HE DESPISED
VIOLENCE. NOW, HE SITS ARIUND
CRAVING A CHANCE FOR A
FIGHT. HOW COULD HE CHANGE
SO MUCHT IS PRG JUST
TRYING To PRAVE HIMSELF.

W}J

..ARE YOU SURE YOU CAN MAKE
ITZ You Look REAL UNSTABLE!

JHUR? JUST A SIDE EFFECT,
IT WORKS, THOUGH! WHo woulD
HAVE KNoWN THAT | coulD
CREATE INFLATABLE AR SACS
FROM MY OWN PROTSPLASM..
AND CONTROL THE RELEASE

OF AIR TC PROPEL MYSELF? /i

{NOT ME, THATS FOR SURE!

KNOW, PRO, YOU'VE GOT MO

POTENTIAL POWER THAN ANY
e OF US..YOU CAN PROBABLY

' B e\ PO ANYTHING YoU CAN THINK
\ A\ OF!/ BUT, BACIK TO THE

<8

g R
=

N AT
. BUT ITS SOMETHING TO
pO. PIER 12, RIGHTZ So,
INSPECTOR YASHINSKY
CAUED US (N BECAUSE. HIS
YSPECIAL FORCES TEAM " ISN'T
PREPARED FoRr THIS? Yau
KNow, POLICEMEN REALLY
Do GET IN THE wWAVY OF
THE LAW SOMETIMES//

YEAH. IT’S
BAsicaLLY




7 YEAH | SWEAR THAT..\¢ are\° /NOT 1MPoSSIBLE.] B BUT WE HAVE A Mission .0
o WHAT THE HEK? ||| Bpsmses o[ BUT VERY To ATTEND To FIRST! |15,
SNOW? IN JuLY 2 Jal- 2/ e\ IMProsaBLE/ | THIS snowras cot /),
: 3 aon .0
G
o . ev alf? ¢ ¢ Z
=N
55 0 g / oy
S % | GUESS You'rg \
%XQ/ 0 RIGHT. BOY, YoUu i
,Qﬁ N WISH FOR AcTioN
< ND d
7 @V Q ARGUND HERE AND
72 q R © s N You SURE GeT IT/
L D Vo
240 % (W , i

MEANWHILE ... ON c
THE WATERERONT:| ¢ o
o ¢ O T V] o
AMNED FRE4K
SWOLSTORM.

ITS ALLIN YourR
0| |CURRENCY., on~nE
s idlLLION DOLLARS

OH, | DCN'T THINK
You HAVE To WORRY
ABOUT BEING CAUGHT,
AFTER ALL, AFTER
TONIGHT, /7L

BE QUITE RICH..

o
o

“THIS IS AN ENORMS
DEAL. IF You ARE

CAUGHT, DO NOT
ATTEMPT TOo PIN
ME....OR ELSE.

WHAT T YOU CAN'T
DOVBLE- CRoSS US
WHEN WERE

DOUBLE: CRUSSING




THIS |S OUT OF

|CONTROL! TIME

|

RORTECH
LAM/

TER
| ROROB
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GRACE !
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NOw' FOR THE
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.
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W SALVAGE

SOME THIMG FeOM THIS

AT LEAST |(
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S YoU WILL ALL SURRENDER.) .- -, * =% o7 i L

ll

[THE MASTER NEVER INDI-
CATED 72/S MIGHT HAP-
PEN! THIS IS TROUBLE !

OHJEEZ! | THOUGHT THAT
THIS TOWA HAD EMOUGH
SUPER - POWERED Féople!

«BUT THIS UNIT'S

< (] KNEW DEI'S MEN
PONER LAN COM- Fo0lS ...
PENSRTE. PREPARE |-

FoR TERM/NATION. | .

YT AM NOT ACCUSTOMED TO
REPETITION. SURRENDER.

EXCUSE ME,PRo, BUT I'VE BEEN
UNCONSCIOUS. WHo (S THIS FEL-
LOW AND WHY 15 HE BLOWING
THINGS APART 2

S/ck OF BEING
ORDERED AROUND.

e (=4

GODS IN PROMETHEUS #6. -k

¥MOST RECENTLY BY THE INNER| A\

NGTO GWVE UP? B
PUT UP 4 FIGHT

44 L




LETS GET OUTTA
HERE ! THIS DEAL
1S RUINED/!

WHAT ON e4eT
WAS 72472

WE MUST RETURN .. ANJ)
PRAY THE MASTER 1S | Y'AND IF HE'S NoOT..vz
IN A FoRGiving mooD!| | | JusT HOPE we've

ALL WRITTEN OUR wius!

NO CONCERN OF OURS!
WEVE FAILED,

NO..| DON'T THINK So. HB WAS COMING RIGHT AT
ME | CRACKLING WITH [MMENGE POWER..] THOUGHT

| WAS DEAD/ THEN THERE WAS A BIG FLASH.
AND HE CorLaPseD!

[ THINK He “BuenED
QUT " SOMEHOW

IS..18 HE




L~ -
YEAH..| GUESS THAT'S SAY..\WHAT HAPPENED /
T THINK WE SHOULD A GOOD IDEA. LET'S To THE SNows ToRM STOP. F??/EEZE /
BRING THIS GUY GO/ THE. LOCAL LAW HLD /T

(OME BacK!
N\ A

ENFORCEMENT BaYS
ARE HERE..AND I'M
IN NO MooD TO CHAT/

BACK HOME ..AND
7: FIND OUT JUST W40
T\ He's suprsseD To BE/

W &

=\

: ” :
stupid N\F¥ /=
super-hemes . /CO'/) \

BACK AT THART SAME OLD DOWNTOWN

SPONGOPOLIS TOWN HOUS gr—_‘

. AUTHORITIES WERE
‘MYSTIFIED UPON DIS -
COVERING THE BLooDY
AFTERMATH OF AN
APPARENTLY DRUG-~
INSPIRED SHOOTOUT
THAT CLAIMED 5§ LIVES,
POLICE SFOKESMAN
YARSHINSKY ToLD vs..

e :
KARATE KACTUS! | [ MINDTES LATER..]

ASSISSTANCE/
: ¥ HOPE. THOSE CLASPS HOD HIM IF HE
WAKES UP AsS ANT!-SOCIAL AS HE
WAS REFORE....

A WeLL, wE VE GOT HM..No
Y WHAT Do WE 20 WITH HIM?
) > -/ Y(§~/¢‘

Fa

72

-
[Now...

%

"ot Doctor Spif. /‘liﬂﬁ iwi}‘ere_ s |
Spif,now. Ttmes change, Yy r t";;"'
suzu. Things move on, hiding?

the clock keeps ontickin'.

.even if people
take & lickin’,.




SHADDAP! BERIE - ahem - THE RRMING
OF THE ALL-SRONGY SQUADRON'
SPIF WAS A PART-TIME. CRIMEFIGHTER
YET NOW HE HAD TO GWVE MORE. OF
| AIMSELF -~ THUS HE WAS CONFRONTED
WITH A TOUGH CHOICE —~ WouLD HE. |
BXOME A COMMITTED SUPERHERQ,
[DOLI2ED BY MLLLIONS , WORSHIPPED
BY LOTSA cHICKS- OR A MEAGER
ODOCTOR , SUBJSECT TO_FREQUENT
MALPRACTICE sVuITS?

WHoA! HE'S REMEMBER ALL HE'S BEEN]
THROUGH (N THE LAST FEW
MONTHS . SURE, HE (5£0
To e THE LAUGH- A-MINVTE,
CAREFREE , DEVIL-MAY - (ARE
DR SPIF, BUT THAT WAS..,
BEFORE .

‘BEFOREX" Yov
SOUND LIKE A

BAO NARRATOR!

& WELL, FOR Him, iT was/ ONFORTUNATELY, HE
DIDN'T 6ET A CHOICE. THE AMA Took
AWAY HIS MEDICAL UCENSE BECAUSE OF HIS

"OUTSIOE ACTIVITIES,"” AND JOCTOR SpjF

WAS A DOCTOR MO MoREY

SORRY. ANYWAY, SPIF wAS pepp
) ESSED..
NOT THE-BEST TIME R HM 7o Be

ATTACKED BY HiS GREATEST POf
MAN OF 1,000 HATS, EACH ONE Mé?&afs’
LETHAL THAN THE (AST / STILES

DEFEATED SPIF UTTERLY, HUMILIATING
HIM COMPLETELY.

SPIFS WEAK SPOT WAS His E50.
WITH [T CRUSHED, HE WAS A
BROKEN MAN. HE DISSAPEARED
FOR SEVERAL WEEKS, UNTIL
SUDDENLY, ONE DAY HE RESURFACED

"Emu OF THE. PEURE!

HEY NEAT. How pip
You LEARN TO SPEAK
IN &S ¢

You PICK (T UP AFTER
BEING- IN THIS BUSINESS
FOR A WHILE. S0, Now
D-wm, MISTER. SPIF HAS
R&JOINED THE. ALL-SPONGY

SRUADRAN, BUT HE’S A
DIFFERENT PERSON Naw..,
SUWLEN, MOROSE,, OBSESSED
WITH JUSTICE...SORT OF
LIKE RAMBUNNY WAS AFTE
HE SAW "BATMAN” FOR THE

SEVENTeERNTH TIME/

ol, DON'T REMIND ME .
Syl HO‘I‘JFJHST’;)}—%[S)' ’

HE LOOKED W € fa B
T-EARS? e

&;\o
j,,




GUYSTWE HAVE
A PROBLEM ,

FIRMARY

emr///wg. Nothing .

_ ' A,, }', N
Tried to scan him, | | Then, on whim, tried / Yes, Qur friend here is not from
Nothing showed | |atti-matter scan, | our universe, Maye. nat our
up on Screen., Used |L/ghts up. This man-4 ‘é’é",f,";’,ﬁg“ﬁore‘g[g h;‘l e’;’ ;‘o‘ S /[ stouove Been
" neth ! u
X-rays, sovar... = st (n s re A iy

Look outside . Abrormal ==
weather. [ts beginning. | . i

-

Z WHAT'S
o o Memsinne?
Py XS
7 |
ﬁj‘)\ o\ L
< = 'J
lets== y
1A 4
®7.
- ¢ o < z
Do? We candle. . = S =
We can all- g
d cp

The. erd of ewerything)
Qur visitor doesn't
belong here, Hi's
very [resence 1's
caus/rg reality
1o sloly crumble

LOOKS LIKE You MIGHT
NOT BE AROLND TO
SELL YOUR STack, MiTsu/
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I AM MANSLAUWGHTER .
WHO HAS DARED TO
IMPRISON ME R




|

MY POWERZ | AM RUNNING
OUT OF PATIENCE FOR HIS
LACKEYS,..NoW...

| DON'T KNOW WHO
You THINK WE ARE,
BUT WE DONT KNow
ANY "AGNUS DE| /"

I """‘kk ['m JN‘h'Qn
OK Job of cq

LISTEN -MANSLAUGHTER!

ARE YYou S0 Foou/sH
TOTRY To [/E 76 MER
LET You BE ANV
OBJECT LESSON/

N

Rk

.
et s

| [wrer 4RE You
TRYING o PROVE
~—

—
CAN'T You SEE
WE DON'T KNow$

'\__‘

Z

THINK ABOLT
1T/ IF WE WERE
WITH "DEI'” OR.
WHOEVER  THEN
WOULDN'T WE

HAVE KILLED fou

WHEN You
WERE UNCONS 10052
\_______/4

B Gods N

foure vignt.




LATER, AFTER INTRODUCTIONS| | THE MEN ON THE
ARE GIVEN.. . BOAT WERE A/S. ALL

— |MY EFFORTS LED ME
(20 YoU WERE AFTER THEM ,mﬁ

THERE. THEN You
ALL | KNOW IS THA
WE GOT A REPORT
ABOUT A BUST AND
THOSE Two wWeNT/
Ny =

/-""—‘”"_‘"‘"‘"\
LOOK, DON'T You THINK]
|T'S TIME You ToLD US
WHAT THIS IS ALL ABOT
i, MYSELE, woul LIKE
To KNow WHY WE
GOT FRIED.
ey

G0N

<
Lol

Cfes..‘(ss, | OWE YoU THAT MUCH. (-] FEEL LIKE I'M SANE AGAIN FOR THE FIRST T/ME IN DAYS.
A
1

LL OF THIS MADNESS..I'vE BEEN LIKE A WILD ANIMAL. I'M S8 SORRY FOR ATTACKING You..

6- RUT NOW -NOW 1T’S_ALL CoMING BACK To ME. THE SEARCH-BaNG Loer  (HEY, THTS 0K\

++'SUPPOSE. | SHOULD START AT THE BESINNING, WITH THE JNHUMAN SHH, HE'S EX POSITIONING
CREATURE CALLED... 7

}/////—‘_\ 4
“..AGNUS DEI.”

" HAVE MADE IT MY
MISSION IN LIFE TO_,
DESTROY THIS MONSTER,

SR
X
X > 3
XXX y
XSS e
%%o’v g

ma— M

“ HE..OR SHOULD | SAY T "2 HT \

15 A SORCERER, ONE OF THE
LAST..AND DEFINITELY THE { =] NEITHER SIDE LOSING FOR
(=] GOOD. MY ELECTRICAL Powkes |2

Saw

MOST POWERFUL . THE MUST £ViL.

L\\-‘.’ \‘\ \(

\g’é;‘:f/;%
a7
“DE] CREATED HiS ULTIMATE

WEAPON. ALL OF HIS
POWER WAS POURED INTO (7.7

THE NEXT TIME |
KNEW ANYTHING,

7z I WAS WAA/ALLEXS‘__’

, = WEST COAST I -
Y /// 3 L1 L Y. oY “Ac My MEMORY RETURVED ,
2 7ZINA e - 2PN J BEGAN TO HUNT FOR
7, &I\ "My MEMORY WAS GVE, T mem7 A SN EA O umicH EVENTVALLY
% A My POWERS NEARLY 5O fmae| 7 VNI (e’ 1€ To THE DOCKS

N\
}S\\

2

L

YBUT MY EXHAUSTION CAUGHT UPTD
ME..I COUAPSED., AND NOW.,.."”"



Jahem 2 B
Yo LL EXCUSE ME
WHILE | USE THE

T DON'T KNOW WHY \ /
HIS SPELL DIONT Kile
ME, BUT ( PLAN TO

ENSURE. HE. HAS A0

[SN'T SOMENE
SUPPOSED TO
CALL “HALFTIME"?

HEARD OF AN “AGNUS
DEI,” OR FOR THAT MAT-
TER, OF MANSLALGHTER,

FEW HOLES [N (T,

fory has many fautts. Possible. that /+'s all
delusion, but | sense conviction- whatever ke (s,
he's no liar, Perhops he’s ben transported rere
From nis dintension ~ would explain iis suddea
appearance, plus Hhe. fact we've never ineard
o€ Aim or Uer.

SPIF, YOUR IDEA HAS MERIT. | SUSPECT
You’RE RIGHT. DEI'S SPELL SENT
MANSLAVGHTER TO THIS DIMENSION <0
THAT HE’D BE £/0 OF HM. Now
WE’RE OOKING AT THE END OF THE
(WORLD BECAUSE OF THIS.

i

WE'RE. BACK To THE
ORIGINAL QUESTION @
WHAT Do wE DO

NG

| FOUND HIM. { DON'T
KNow WHAT HE’S

DOING (N DRUDGELAND,
BUT IT DOESN'T MATTER .

r

NOT ANOTHER Ty !,

NOW, CMON, MANSLAUGHTER

LET'S NOT GO OFF HALF- Coci

82, REPEAT-THE TINY NATIoN oF
DRUDGELAND HAS HAD A frvl7,
LED BY THE. MYSTERIOUS

RELGIOUS FIGURE AGNUS DEI..




TGEIRAN

HEN AGAIN | GUESS MINDEES
RAGE HAS SoMETHING GOING
For T \]
\

YoM THE ROAD
AGAIN .. &)

SHUT UP,
NINJA ANT!

= | CAM/T E’EUEVE
7 THIs! WERE GOING
INTO A FOREIGN

COUNTRY LOOKING

FOR A SORCERER.
WHOo's PRoBABLY

NO, AGNUS DE/ IS — — , Tried to wntact
DEEIVITECY (NSAN | STILL THINK WE SHOU’;? /e AT Rambunny. No RISKL This 1
‘ LEAST GOTTEN N TOXCH WITEL 1 | |atswee " Adds a | | LIFE AVD DEATH!

RAMBUNNY, OR LEARNED MOKRE.
ABOUT THIS FPEVO(T IN DRUDGELAND.
OR .. A, FORGET |T .

\(

li+He more riok | | THIS S No GAME !

| o the game,eh?

=

WELCOME TQ
ZRVDGELAND:

A LOLSY PLACE To VISHT,
AND [ SURE WOLWN'T
WANT TO LIVE HERE/




AH, DRUDGELAND-SAID To BE ONE OF MOST BACKWARD, \ ‘,T'Soﬁ, 5_/:& QéelTTH oF m&%‘s:ﬁm”ﬁ%g

AND UNDERDEVELOPED NATIONS IN BUROPE . DEMOCRACY IS
ONKNOWN HERE ...AND THE WHOLE CESSPOOL (S RUN BY | | SENSE. WEVE ESTABLISHED THAT
AN IRON -CLAD RULER | WHO'S CNLY
KNOWN AS “HERR HEINOUS %..OR SO IT
WAS, UNTIL- THIS REVOLT” BY DEI.

giiv& f0U BEEN READING THE EN

CYCLOPEDI A

THE. WAY THROUGH AGAIN), KARATE

MAYBE WE SHOULD

WHAT WE SUSPECT . 4

MANSLA UGHTER WAS SENT HERE BY
DEj, FRAM SOME OTHER DIMENSKN. 5o |
LOGICALLY, THIS AGNUS DE\ WE'RE AFTER
SHouLoNT ExisT! DID DEI FOuow
MANSLAUGHTER HERE TO FINISH HIM
OFF? AND DOES THIS SPEED UP THE
DESTRUCTION SPIF WAS TALKING ABOUTS
7

TELL MANSLAUGHTE R el

A\

JN A MYSTERIOUS HIDDEN
FORTRESS 00UNG WITH

EviL (Doo, YUCKY!):

MASTER/ WE HAVE
AN UNIDENTIFIE D

AIRCRAFT ENTERING
OUR BORDERS/

ACCORDING TO
OWR SCAN, IT'S

IS IT CARRYING-
WEAPONS 2

FuLLY ARMED.

OUR PLANS ALREADY?
[KESOURCEFUL PEOPLE ...
\\

ey —~
SOMEONE'S DISCOVERED

L
or..ah.. MR. MANSLAUGHTER,

SIRT ah- 15U2U HAS
SOMETHING TO TELL YOU !

/\%3%? —

.

Ok tord! The cmtels
are being fammed !
I#'s a pilise missle!




WiLL BE THE FATE

OF ANY WHO DARE
OPFOSE. ... (0RAMATIC FAUSE )




This issue marks both a beginning and an ending in the
ongoing saga of Prometheus. It was begun long ago and far
away 1in a Galaxy called "California," during one of my slow
spots on finishing the story chronicled in PROMETHEUS #1-6.

I finally finished the original PROMETHEUS series with
a tale known as "The Truth" in January of this year. It was
a great weight off my back. I started PROMETHEUS back in
December 1986, and now, a great deal of paper and experience
later, I'd finshed! I wasn't 1in any hurry to continue the
adventures of the newly-formed All-Spongy Squadron.

Then came college, and a summer of upheaval, when I
moved to Mississippi (aka "the armpit of the world"), went
back to California, then returned to Mississippi again.

I had begun a bold new chapter in the story of Nik as
the fall of 1990 began. I was no longer the same person I'd
been when PROMETHEUS #6 was finished. I'd been through many
changes ranging from geographical to emotional in the last
ten or so months. Then, as I began to settle 1into the
routine of «classes and parties here at Ole Miss, I heard a
‘voice coming at me from the desk drawer.

"Nik," it whispered, "Nik...we're waiting for you..."

With such a powerful call begging my artistic presence,
how could I deny it?

I tore open the drawer, and in a two-day long mad
frenzy in which paper and ink flew every which way
throughout my miniscule dorm room, completed the rough story
that was supposed to take place after PROMETHEUS #6, that
had been 1lying around long enough to need a good quart of
0il of Olay applied before I could finish it. Thus was born
AMOEBA ADVENTURES #1, which would feature the continuing tale
of an amoeba named Prometheus and his comrades-in-arms.

So ended the first issue. Begun in California a good
two years ago, before even PROMETHEUS #5 had been completed,
and finished in the eleventh floor of a dormitory in
Mississippi, forging the ultimate link between my past and
my present, there was AMOEBA ADVENTURES #1.

And now here it is for you to read, peruse, and
otherwise inspect. Let me know what you think. Write to me
at the address below, and give me opinions on what is sure
to be the first of a long series of protoplasm-orientated

magazines.
Until #2... / IPA N
/{/\k/é// A

The author

peruses a
copy of #6
whilst trying
to look
dignified.

AMOEBA ADVENTURES No. 1, November, 1990. Published occasionally by
Protoplasm Productions, PO Box 2230, University, MS 38677. Copyright @1990 by

Protoplasm Productions. All rights reserved. The stories, characters,

and

incidents mentioned in this magazing without satirical purpose are entirely
fictional. All characters featured in this issue and the distinctive likenesses

thereof are all trademarks of Protoplasm Productions. *Phew*



@k (0qu Cough.)
WHAT HAPPENED To) |

FREE SPEECHYY

=

@ WAS /(EEU@
—

heLro. | AM VINCENT P. CROISSANT, OF
“PROMETHEVS THE PROTOPLASM PRODUCT/IoNS ”,

DUE TO THE GRAPHIC AND UNECCESSARILY
VIOLENT EVENTS PICTURED IN THE PREVIOUS
STor, WE HAVE BEEN FORCED To RETAIN

ALL CAST MEMBERS |-\ THE DRESSING RooMm
UNTIL wE “/scuss ” THIS ISSUE WiITH THE

CREATIVE STAFF,

FASCIST P/@

OF COURSE, THIS MAY DELAY THE NEXT ISSUE

OF THIS PERIODICAL. WE WILL EITHER ATTEMPT

To REHILIBATE THESE DEMENTED, VIOLENT
"“AlTogs”,..

OIVK] OINK ] [ -

(..OR SHOOT THEM.
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YOU WANT MORE PROTOPLASM?

=

{'M THE BEST THERE
IS AT WHAT | Do.
AND WHAT | 0O

OK, IT ISN'T
7HAT BAD, BUT
LORD KNows (T
ISN'T \V/cE7

WE'LL GIVE YOU MORE PROTOPLASM!

NOW AVAILABLE FROM PROTOPLASM PRESS:

Amoeba Adventures #1: The new series begins here! In part one
of "The Visitor," the mysterious Manslaughter joins forces with
the. All-Spongy Squadron to hunt down the inter-dimensional
sorcerer Agnus Dei. At stake: the known universe.

AMOEBA 1 (24pp).ceeeee. $1.50

Amoeba Adventures #2: In "Amoeba On The Run," Prometheus is
alone as the rest of the guys are captive of the European dictator
Herr Heinous...but is Heinous really in charge, or is the sorcerer
Agnus Dei?

AMOEBA 2 (28pp).cee..e. $2.00

Amoeba Adventures #3: The conclusion of "The Visitor" has
Manslaughter and the Squadron versus Agnus Dei in a battle for
the fate of the world...and one of the Squadron will die before it's
all over.

AMOEBA 3 (28pp) ... $2.00

Amoeba Adventures #4: "Trying To Lead A Normal Life" picks up
after "The Visitor," with the guys trying to come to grips with
the future. But the debut of Raoul the Boy Cockroach and the
menace of the Gorilla Gang won't let them.

AMOEBA 4 (24 pp).eeeenee $1.50

Amoeba Adventures #5: (Coming In December) Special two-story
issue--in America, the Squadron goes on "Late Night With David
Letterman" and faces the return of the Asbestos Mushroom, while
in Japan, Ninja Ant and Karate Kactus meet Ginzu, in a tale drawn
by John Hurley.

AMOEBA 5 (36 pp)....... $2.50

I’M_SO |N THE DARK ABOUT ITALL
NOW... WHERE. DO | STANDZ

UHNHUHM ...MAvee.
THE BEST THING
FOR You TO TRY

HALT,
AIMOEBAY,

Please enclose 52¢ postage for 1 comic, $1 for 2, and $2 for 3 or more.
Make checks payable to Nik Dirga, not “thet durned funnee-book feller,” please!
Send orders to Protoplasm Press, PO Box 2230, University, MS 38677.
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SPEGIAL 2020 BONUS SECGTION

Amoeba Adventures #1 was a long time in gestation. | started it
sometime around 1988 as a continuation of my high school
goofing-off comics, Prometheus The Protoplasm. The pages
that | finally finished my first year of college I'd actually started
years before (which is why the art at the beginning of #1 looks
rather rough compared to the later pages). The stories and
ideas of whatever | was trying to do also took a while to be fully
formed, as these pages show. Below, one draft of #1's cover.

' .

AH.AHEME ) M‘_ I'M QUESTIONING

vos &

INJA ANT R




- ipi : () PISSUELEE R |
Another draft of #1's cover, ripping off DC's LN,
iconic Justice League #1, which nobody else - 1' =
had ever done before or since. B I. E. o
> AN
(Instead, | ripped off an X-Men issue for the > Oy
final cover.) XA - Ve
}% & =2
_ L7 77 o
. Mevcs // - be
A\

THE STRANGEST
HEROES OF
ALL ARE

\ JAND THIS TINE,
WERE HERE
0 SEAVY o



Early character notes to myself. The whole "Dr. Spif/Mr. Spif' thing was a misguided attempt
to react to how dark comics often were in the 1990s. Spif wouldn't really "be" Spif until #4.

PROMETHEVUS - hoves+. caces apout the
welfare g€ others. very intecested. in /Ld/p/ry
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Another sketch of concept art
sometime in the late '80s. Raoul
would finally debut in #4. Robotron,

who's totally NOT ripping off
Marvel's Vision here, was another

’ THIR AWl AN
old childhood character. | have no

idea who Jenny Page was meant to ﬁ%a
be other than a Kitty Pryde copycat

and thankfully she never ever saw

the light of day outside this one 2| m“‘““““ q
sketch. Sheesh. :’ ¥ ) -\.\L\*“\
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Oh yeah,and PROMETHEDS!
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A little unsure after so

many years, but

probably a draft of what
became this issue's

page one.
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Manslaughter was more of a plot device than an actual character, mostly done because |
was a total fanboy for Todd McFarlane's early Spider-Man artwork and liked how he drew
capes. Manslaughter actually came along a few years before McFarlane's Spawn despite
his very Spawny look. His often cringeworthy dialogue - "Tonight, Manslaughter dines on

your corpses?' - was probably meant as parody but didn't quite work.



The following never-published text pages
were from weird attempts to "reboot"
Prometheus before | finally got around to
doing Amoeba Adventures and
discovered small-press comics. It's all
pretty dire teenage hype written to myself,
really, but there's interesting bits about
stories | never actually did. Who was The
Creature? What was the metamorphosis
of Ninja Ant? We'll never know.

The,
cres
z ,——*’

Irrational, impossible, illogical..

Prometheus the protoplasm is all of the above and more.

A creature formed from the very clay of the gods, molded into an amorphous
shape, given life, and sent to be alternately a warrior/covard/vanderer/
philosopher /hero on the decidedly odd world of Earth-Spongy, Prometheus is
anything but normal.

This introduction serves as a background to those who have never encountered
the grey-blue amoeba, and as a recap to those few vho have.

In the beginning..

Prometheus the Protoplasm first saw light of day as a doodle scratched out
on homework late at night, back in 1986. He soon developed into much more.

The original Prometheus the Protoplasm vas a prankster, a gag, basically
comic strip material. He roamed around aimlessly for a while, until the idea
to give him a vhole comic book to showcase his dubious talents struck me.

This book was called PRONETHEUS THE PROTOPLASM (fittingly) and went on for a
whole 4 issues. In the first issue, Prometheus the Protoplasm met Kronos, his
estranged evil brother. The second, he matched wits with the Asbestos
Mushroom. In the third and fourth, a wulti-issue saga began. Prometheus the
Protoplase met Ninja Ant, vho appeared to be a glory-seeking fraud, but really
wasn't. In actuality, he was the hypnotized pawn of the Asbestos Mushroom and
Kronos, who had yes, teamed up to do avay with our hero. At the end of
PROMETHEUS THE PROTOPLASM #4, Prometheus and his friends Karate Kactus (cousin
of Ninja Ant), Ninja Ant, Rambunny, Dr. Spif, and Monte Python (no relation to
a British comedy troupe) had defeated the evil duo..but Prometheus had been
struck by some mysterious ray that transformed him into--gasp!--a human being!

This is where the first series left off, on this shocking cliff-hanger.
Well, a few people--Aaron Teeling, for one--may wonder, "what the hell
happened?* Answers are forthcoming.

The duo of myself and sometimes-inker Nat Perry-Thistle had begun
PROMETHEUS THE PROTOPLASM #5. Actually, 8 pages vere finished out of the 16 or
so written. One of those pages is reproduced on the inside back cover. But
soon, too many other things came in the way of completing that illustrious
number 3. So, Pro was shelved. But now he's back.

B T B TP 3 O T T 5
AMOEBA ADVENTURES Vol. 1, No. 1, August, 1988. Published by GALAXY CORICS, a
division of FADING IMAGES INC. Nik Dirga, President, Nat Perry-Thistle, Vice-
President. Published irregularly. Copyright @ 1988 by Fading Images Inc., all
rights reserved. No similarity between any of the names, characters, persons,
and or institutions in this magazine with those of any living or dead person or
institution is intended, and any such similarity that may exist is purely
coincidental. AMEOBA ADVENTURES (including all prominent characters featured

in this issue), and the distinctive likenesses thereof, are trademarks of
FADING IMAGES INC.



And definitely a lot better.

Now for the essentials. Who's where, why's what, where's vho and why not?

The "Crisis On Earth-Spongy" is why.

As a result of an attempt to make Earth-Spongy more coherent, some
characters vere eliminated, others drastically, totally changed, still others
remained the same. Two characters, Kronos and Monte Python, no longer exist in
this reality. Another, the Asbestos Mushroom, may be reintroduced at a later
date. Karate Kactus and Ninja Ant got new costumes. Doctor Spif lost his
medical license and became a shadowy private detective. But the two favorites,
Rambunny and Prometheus, remained the same. Essentially. Prometheus the
Protoplasm is no more..now it's just Prometheus. Also, the episode where
Prometheus vas turned into a man remains clinically the same..different
villain, but Prometheus vas still transformed into the "Promethean® for a time.
And as a result of that, Prometheus' frame of mind and attitudes toward justice
and crime-fighting have also changed, as Karate Kactus notices. And Prometheus
is also more poverful, more versatile now. Witness the flying amoeba on page 4
if you don’t believe it.

Then there's the format change. Only 10 pages? Well, in order to sidestep
that time lag between issues, the decision vas made to shorten them
considerably. This way, #1 could come out before June 10, and hopefully #2 and
maybe even #3 during the sumser. To add a little zest to this, a nev format
for story-telling was decided. I have always been a big fan of the old-time
movie serials, the ones vith cliff-hangers at the end of every week. So, after
wuch deliberation, AMOEBA ADVENTURES vas born. With only 10 pages an issue, we
had to have a good story. A good villain. A good "introductory" series that
didn't seem too "introductory.®

Manslaughter was born.

And AMOEBA ADVENTURES had a story.

A helluva story, too.

The format. AMDEBA ADVENTURES is going to rotate, basically. First up is
this 5 or & part story introducing Manslaughter, vho will either save the
earth..or destroy it! After that..well, we may have the two-part never-before
told origin story of Prometheus..or a nev multi-parter introducing the
Creature..or a multi-parter featuring the metamorphosis of Ninja Ant!

I like vhat we've got planned. I hope you do too.

Writer and wanna-be artist,

SN& [an

Nik Dirga

NEXT ISSUE: Manslaughter versus our herces' Rambunny! The new Dr. Spif!
And the possible end of all life on Earth-Spongy, in "Fallen Angel,” part
two of "The Visitor."

'1“—(/- PHILAS oPR e ‘(é.;
&
N }?))

Amoeba Adventures #1 was very much a work in progress by an 18-year-old geek, and it
took me a few issues to decide on the right tone for the series. There's a mix of parody,
straight superhero action and awkward jokes that makes me cringe a fair bit now, but also

glimpses of the somewhat better work to come.

Besides the "Mister Spif" fiasco, other weird bits this issue include Prometheus "flying" in a
vaguely grotesque way (you'd never see that again!), Karate Kactus acting a lot less
mature, and in general the team acting way more "superhero" than they ever would again.



plan to "relaunch" the series at some point (again,
hazy memory fails).

/ &///’ ; - Some more notes | made in the early days, possibly a
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INTRODUCTION

Prometheus first entered this dimension as a doodled cartoon
drawn during an exquisitely boring science class of mine. He was
not at all the refined and sensitive individual he is today, as
is obvious by glancing at his debut, located in the back some-
where. Instead, he was a loud-mouthed anarchist. I prefer to
think of this fellow as the Prometheus of Earth-2 (in-joke).

But today, Pro has changed substantially. His slow evo-
lutionary process began with THE PHILOSOPHICAL ADVENTURES OF
PROMETHEUS THE PROTOPLASM #1, from late 1986. Looking at these
four early adventures of Prometheus represented here, one can see
a slow maturing..not only in art and writing styles, but in the
characters themselves. Pro is no longer the spineless little
wimp he appeared to be in "Prometheus The Protoplasm." Of course
he and the whole cast will continue their growth in volume two,
especially Pro. He will make his debut into manhood (in-joke #2)
explosively, and will discover the truth about himself. Also,
we'll see more of Tinkertoy, and meet Manslaughter and the Inner
Gods. Sounds pretty funky to me. And, if the art in this
TOTALLY turns you off, well, if you look at the "new art" (covers
and chapter headings, mostly), that's how volume two is shaping
up to look. And I must admit, I'm pretty proud of it. Pro has
escaped from the void of "writer's block" he's been dwelling in
ever since #4 came out in September 1987 (almost two years, God!)
and I'm charged up and ready to jump into the insane world of
Earth-Spongy again.

Earth-what? Yes, Earth-Spongy! This is the part for new
readers. You'll meet the characters as the story progresses, but
the world..well, suffice it to say that it is out of this world!
Earth-Spongy is a world in the distant future (or maybe past or
even present) that the laws of reality have chosen to avoid.

Here on Earth-Spongy, walking toasters and oriental cacti stroll
the streets of Spongopolis together. Dancing lima beans enter-
tain at smoky nightclubs owned by grunting peccaries. Little
salt shakers own accounting firms. Protoplasms and seven-foot
tall rabbits protect the innocent. And yet, in all this oddity,
the world is still the same as ours! Drugs are rampant, the
streets are filled with homeless, there is crime, death, and far
worse.

Earth-Spongy is a lot different from our Earth, but it has a
common need: a need for heroes. Prometheus, Rambunny, Ninja
Ant, Doctor Spif, Karate Kactus, and others are the Batman and
Spider-Man of this world.

After all, who said heroes had to be human?

-Nik Dirga, 7-2-89





