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THE SLIMEBALL SPEAKS

Welcome to the 16th issue of Amoeba Adventures! This
issue is going out to a whole slew of new readers, and is
being distributed by Max Ink and I at the Mid-Ohio Con
November 26 & 27. If you're one of those new readers,
greetings and salutations! 1 hope you enjoy this issue and
get hooked on what’s my own personal favorite comic, and
that’s not just because [ write it.

This issue is a mini-milestone of sorts for me. It marks
four years since Amoeba Adventures #1 came oul. Every
once in a while I have to just sit back and take a look at how
far we’ve come — and y’know, it’s a pretty good feeling.
The first issue of AA was printed magazine-size and had a
massive print run of a dozen copies. Four years later, and
we’re at over 500 copies an issue. I just want to thank each
and every one of you who’ve been there since the begin-
ning, or near it. There’s nothing quite like that first order, or
that first good review. Even now, I still get a little charge
out of getting money and acclaim from complete strangers.

I’ve sometimes seen people say in editorials that “So-
and-so is your comic.” Well, that’s not quite true...I do feel
strongly that this is my comic, and my vision. But what’s
rewarding is that so many of you have chosen to share it
with me. When writing this comic, I try and recapture some
of the magic I first felt reading comics, that wonderful tran-
sition into another universe that’s like no other sensation in
the world. If I can deliver that feeling to just one other per-
son with Amoeba Adventures, then it’s all worth it.

Once again, thanks to those of you who’ve stayed
aboard for the whole ride — and a special thanks to Max
Ink, whose artistic excellence is carrying AA into a whole
new era of prominence. I hope to see you there with us!
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NOT PRECISELY,

.+AND THE MAN

AND

ME Yo, ﬁ;sraﬁﬁ‘;’gpgr::‘s ALEX SO EFFUSWELY
PROMETHEUS. PAST 1S BEING PRAISED T© US WHEN

I'VE BEEN MADE HE RECOMMENDED 1T AN
MEAN ING - A . HONOR | POCTOR.
To CALL..
EVER SINCE

MONTE’S

FUNERAL

~

RSN

I/ im/

GREETINGS
HEROES., M
DOCTOR X1 CHEN,
FOUNDER OF
THIS PROJECT,

g~
AND THIS
1S DOCTOR
K'KKKQWF.

S0 THIS
1S WHERE THE
FUTURE 1S BEING

" .
.50 IT'S TRUE, COMPLETELY.

THEN, WHAT ALEX TOLD WE'LL BE SHOWING
us? ofF YouRr T T NOu

ALEX COULDN'T
COME WITH
us,

BuT You SAY
HE'S VISITEP
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YES, ALEX HAS
BEEN A VALLIABLE
CONSULTANT QN
THIS VENTURE .
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HE SUGGESTED
You VISIT,.. N e \
AND OF COURSE, I =— (
NARTH INSISTED AN ON=\=
2 I :
HE'S ABIG U2 ! SEEN ‘
- < ="

-, 1/ 'LL APMIT, IT'S NOT
/ \ S IN MY NATURE TO GIVE “OURS"
\ A OF SUCH SENSITIVE RESEARCH,
B BUT I FELT IT WAS TIME
FOR SOME OQUTSIDE £
N INPUT,
. —— el -
/ s
HAVE YOU... | THERE'S ALWAYS A . 30, ‘ // N
ARE YOUSURE | MARGIN OF ERROR YOU AND THIS YZ= = '/\/E;s \Lz'vﬂéAgEgﬁvggi{G '
EVERYTHING WITH THIS Kruth GUY BOK... L= ~ EAcu'omER FOR A FEW
IS SAFE OF WORK. WE'RE = vz MONTHS  NOW .. T THINK You'LL

2 NOWHERE NEAR i \
>0 AR Ru‘:xufs,:cf TesTS % LIKE HIM PRO. HES A [
WITH FFOALE, OF / Ty BRILLIANT MAN. =
7 N =
COURSE, BUT IRY [

V' _a Jl RUNS HAVE TURNED
== = ouT FINE.
oy BN
S I N i
_ s 1 - RN
/
=
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= *
= LADIES AND

GENTLEMEN, LET ME
INTRODUCE YOU TO
THE FRUIT OF

. THE WORLD'S
FIRST SELF-CONTAINED
TEMAORAL DISLOCATION
APPARATUS /

A TIME
MACHINE 2
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i That s, riﬁ\«{-.
A time machine .
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You're
KIDDING... YOU MEAN
THIS THING REALY

WNORKSZ

OH, IT'S NO JOKE,
PRQMETHEUL S —

WE THINK WE'VE

ACTUALLY DONE
11,

~—

L MULTI-PHASE PLASHMA
FLUCTUATORS... CHRONOTIC
PLATING ... THIS 1S
REMARKABLE STUFF. BUT
Yo SAID IT/S NOT FuLLY
TESTED, RIGHT?

LESS
DELICATELY...
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EXPLODE . T"

WELL, WE'VE SENT KOBOTS
THROUGH, AND EVEN
EXPER IMENTED WITH
ANIMALS.,., THE PROBLEM
IS, WE CAN'T SEEM Te
MAKE THE RETURN TRIPS
PAN QUT. IT ALWAYS
CAUSES DISRUPTION IN
THE TEST SUBJDECTS.
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BLAST/ THAT
MUST BE THOSE
DELIVERYMEN WITH
THE PARTS WE'WE

BEEN WAITING ON.

BOK,

CAN YaU HANDLE
THNGS FOR A
MOMENT WHILE WE

TAKE CARE OF
THIS2

1S AN OMNIUM XERIUM
COMPOUND, ABLE TO
WITHSTAND THE TEMPORAL

RUFFETING ITLL

THE BEST QUALITY
MATERIALS
AVAILABLE .

CHARMINGLY
CHRISTENED
HE 5S.MINNOW"

DELIVERYMEN HAVE
IMPECCABLE TIMING

e

CAN SEE, WEWE
CRAFTEPp THE
MACHINE —




INSIDE, THERE’S ROOM | DR, BOK— T WELL- V'VE ALWAYS THAT'S ALL WSO THIS
FOR SIX PASSENGERS | UNDERSTAND | BEEN OF THE IMPRESSION HYPOTHETICAL, IsuzB.| (S ALL
THE TRIPS THEMSELVES | £/772E€ A%ouT | THAT MUCKING ABaUT IN ALL LIKELIHOOD, FUNCTIONAL,
ARE HYRPOTHETICALLY |THE SCIENTIFIC | WITH THE TIMESTREAM— / ALL MESSING WITH DR, BOK?
TIMELESS, SO THERE'S | BASIS FOR BY DISRUPTING THE PAST WILL DO (3 =
NO REAL NEED FOR | THIS, BUT PAST OR FUTURE EVENTS—\ CAUSE ALTERNATE |7 2
PROVISIONS FOR THE | WHAT ABoUT COULD HAVE DISASTROUS REALITIES O // _
JOURNEY, THE LoG/cC CONSE QUENCES For THE 0OCCuR. s
BEHIND IT? REALITY WE Now o, & -
INHABIT, e~ =
x
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SCIENCE . Qg\\é{*
MAKES MY e
HeAD , <Lk
HURT!
NN
PLEASE,
CALL ME “BOK.” L
IMEVER COULD o S
STAND HOMOR|FICS. =
\ 4 / YES, ASFAR. X
x3) g sk \\‘«,x AS WE CANTELL,
° 3 =\ IT'LL GO WHERE
T 5/ e IT'S MEANT
4 : >, T0 GoO.

=

ITS JusT
AMAZING TO ME
THAT STUFF LIKE
TH‘S H/jfs 7
I sTiLt
CANT QUITE
{ COMPREMENID THE
SCIENCE BEHIND
THE 72L£PHONEL,

WELL,
WELCOME o

THE FUTURE,
PROMETHEUS..
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I'VE RUINED

MY PANTS!

WHERE ARE
WE 2
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HELL DID THIS
TO US? WHAT

AAPPENED,
Bok2
Y

,////4///%’/)’,_,,

WE — THE MACHINE,
IT's A REMAITE
DEVICE . ALMOST ALL
THE CONTROLS ARE
BASED... BACK IN 199y,
T DON'T KNOW f
THERE'S ANY WAY FOR
Us TO USE IT T GET
BACK ..., T CAN'T
RELIEVE THIS.

SHOULPN'T HAVE
HAPPENED.




RIGHT, LET’s GET| DAWN, SINCE you'RE | BOK, HOw MUCH
MOVING — SPIF, | THE oNLY FLIER, DANGER ARE WE
You AND MITSU You TAKE TO THE IN SITNG QUT

GET THE AR AND SEE 1F WE HERE2
MACHINE OuT CAN FIND A CAYEOR F
QF THAT GUNK. | SOMETHING NEARBY
WwWELL NEED 1T, TO TAKE TO.

WITLL T LOOKS
LIKE THIS 1S A
GRAZING AREA. WE
SHOULD BE FINE UNTIL
IT GETS DPARK.
WHICH
DOESN'T LOOK
LIKE 1T'S GOING

RN
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4 0t —

HAPPENS WHEN
IT GETS TARK?

COULDN'T WE END
UP IN TRE FUTURE?
OR THE RECENT oR
ANYWHERE
WHERE THERE'S

77 TSNt
THE HILTON ByT

wWE'YE HAD
IT WORSE. SEE, THIS
MACHINE 1S LIKE A RADIO THE “WAVES”
IN A WAY, ACCEPTING THAT ARE 3ENT OuT
TRANSMISSIONS FROM  RY THE APPARATUS
THE FUTURE. 4 AT DR. CHEN’S ARE
’ SnLL THERE N TUE
TINESTREAM — WE Jusy
LACK THE POWER
Ta PICK P ON

THINKING A WAY
OuT oF THI,
Guys ?

POWER, THEN? wWHy
COULDN'T T SOME-
HOW _JUMPSTART |T
WITH MY FLAMES ?

WE NEED SOMETHING
LIKE LIGHTNING .
BOT WE ALSO

NEED FUEL—

ELEMENT  TWAT
RUNS THE

ANEW T SHOULDN'T
HAVE LEFT MY
NETRIUM 1N MY
OTHER PANTS...
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NOTHING To
INVIGORATE AN
ANT LIKE ADIP
IN PREHISTORIC

WATER! I'VE A

MIND ToO BOTTLE
THE STUFF AND
TAKE IT BACK

e

Caah

S

KIDDING, M
MITsSU ., 4
AH, <
ISN'T THIS
GORGEOuS? T
ALMOST FORGET
WE'RE TRAPPED
HERE ,

L YOU'RE RIGHT,
DAWM . 1T’S LIKE
A VACATIOMN MERE .
WE QOULD'VE
ENDED UP WORSE
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NOw HE’S CAPTAIN

GOING To SEE |F 3PIF AND
BOK HAVE COME uLIP
WITH ANYTHING,

v, SORRY, _
FISHIE ,BUT IT’S
SURVIVAL QF THE
FITTEST.

TESTOSTERONE , I'M Vg

"

EuCKK) mmlmmmnﬂm

YOU'RE NOT

[ Gaing To EAT

o

oyt ":.
!.,'lejlllll o
b

H g Ay n"'j;u-ﬁ :
3 L

™ WHY NOT 2 i
IT BEATS TME ROOTS
WE ATE LAST NIGHT/
'M A MAN, DARLIN"
I NEED My MEAT
SUPPLE MENT./

[
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7" YouRre RIGHT, DAWN!
TVE JusT BECOME
A VEGETARIAN! AT
LEAST RoOTs PON'T
BITE BACK!
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ALMOST AS IF )1'M

= AT HOME, THAT'S
=t Haw T FEEL
/g —_— oo
THAT CcouvD
~No- —/ BE MY GREAT -~
- =/ GREAT - GREAT- GRAND -
1T's ONE EATHER OVER THERE

THING FOR ME TO KNOW

CONTENTEDLY MUNCHING

DAWN'LL FIGURE
IT QUT EVANTLALLY,
1M SURE, AND THE OTHERS
00, BUT T DON'T FEEL
LIKE BREAKNG IT TO
THEM JuST YET.

o THAT THESE WERE MY ANCESTORS SEAWEED,
- FROM SOME BOOK... ITS ANOTHER Y
To SEE THEM BIG AS LIFE, Boxk,
/ AND RIGHT N FRONT WERE NOT GOINGE
OF MEg. To FIND ANY
NETRIUM, ARE
T T WE? WERE REALLY
—— S N\ STUCK HERE .
e~
- DY VEAH, T
SR THINK 3Q. AND EVEN
= 2 \F WE FOUND A NETRIUM
& MINE ... WELL, WE NEVER
7k 2/D \RON OUT THE
/ PROBLEMS WITH THE At
: RETURN TRIP. To
(s T
N IS PROBABLY
Al i BEST THAT THEY
i N\ 77 DONT KNOW
15 \‘;_ X JUsSr YET.
8
=

WE MIGHT AS
WELL KEEP LAV G
FOR NETRIUM AND
PUTTERING AROUND

WITH THE SHIR

WHAT
ELSE CAN

& \izallflrz You KNOW, :
: Nt 1) WITH SUNSETS LIKE 7
N u "//// - THIS, 1T’ HARD TO TARE =
SONW 7 . SERIOUSLY THE FACT [ =
= e = THAT WERE TRAPPED e
; _— HERE, BOK. =
? e N T RN e o e e AT — = S
@;‘i%‘:« 03 sk \‘—T- / < T i S ,\\‘—- v:—:?’:_——_ ;;/ :\—\S_
- ¥ N S (- = =S
4 / \ . ‘\§7 3 S ;§
X LA e = % =
S T KNOW ean
== 3 WHAT You MEAN,
e SPIF. TRERE'S SOMETHMNG
= s VERY ELEGANT ABOUT

SEEING A LAND O
UNSPOILED AND WILD,

WE CouLd
L BE BLOWN
BITS IN THE
MESTREAM.




THREE. DAYS PASS -~~~

LWISH T
HAD A GUITAR OR
SOMETHING. T FEEL
LIKE I SHoulD
BE SING ING
“HOME ON THE
RANGE . ~

7
Z

THINGS SEEM

v &
R O0

A

S0 MUCH LESS O ®
COMPLICATED /
HERE.
YOU'RE
FEELING BETIER, WE WERE YEAH.,, T DON'T
RiGH72 Al REAL WORRIED KNOW WHAT BROUGHT
1T QN JUST STRESS

7 ABQUT You AFTER

7 NOUR.. INCIDENT

= WLAST SSUE~NIK. = _
AM. TUERE'S A MEZ I GUESS T WORRY ABOUT HoW ABoUtT

WHAT GQUESTION, I GUESS IQUBALA . T How THE CITY'S
DO You MIsS THAT CONSTANT KNOW, IT’S sAPPY, | GETTING ON WITH- ZOAI, OHZPAZEP

ABOUT SURGE  OF BUT I JUST DoN'T | OuT uS. WHAT ONE:
SPONGOPOLIS? ADPREMNALINE, FEEL REAL HAPPENS IF THERE'S

ALWAYS EXPECTING COMPLETE AN EMERGENCYZ
- SOMETHING  TO WITHOUT HER
T - HAFFEM., HERE.

72
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.. ¥ MEAN, DEEP DOWN M A
SIMPLE. PERSON , PAWN. T DoN'T
LIKE T WHEN THINGS AREN'T WHAT
THEY SEEM, AND IT’S AS \F THE LAST
FEW MONTHS AOTH/AG HAS BEEN
T WHAT 1™ SEEMS.

ey

FEEL LIKE I'M
BEING FEASECUTED
ANYMORE

I DoN'T FEEL
LIKE EVERYONE 1S TRYING
T0 DIG THEIR WAY INTO
ME AND TAKE PIECES
QuT, Yau KNOW <

f 34

" §

N
f“ '|'f""‘ ’
p

DECIDED TO JoiN
uP WITH Yau GUYS
JUsT 70 DO

A SuPERHERO. T
SEEMED LIKE IT'D

MAKE ME A LITTLE
N NOBL-ER THAN

>,

)




BUT LKE you SAY, IT DAESN'T DO Y N Mt
ANYTHING BUT COMPLICATE LIFE N
MORE. I ALWAYS THOUGHT I1T/D
BE MORE LIKE THOSE aLp BATMAN
COMICS — You KNOW,BATMAN AND
ROBIN TEARING AROUND IN THE
BATMOBILE , AND ALL THEIR FIGHTS
SEEMED TG END UP INVOLVING
KITCHEN APPLIANCES SOMEHOW ?

Y/,

(Y

g,

)

IT TOOK

us GoING BACK
A COUPLE MILLION YEARS
TO FIGURE OUT WHAT’S
MISSING FROM OUR
LIVES IN 1994...
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YOU KNOW, THIS
QUGHT TD po WANDERS
FOR MY REPUTATION
WITH THE GUYS

T... T WAS &
JUST LOOKING
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WEY GUYS/
sPF ! Bok/
TAKE 4
100K AT THIS!

Then come
the discovery--.

=

N

N

|$\“ W

CHECK THIS
ouT/ THIS
2D, sTUFF GLows!

THINK WE cayLD
USE IT FOR EXTRA
 (LLUMIN ATION?

PRO. THATS

NYOUu'RE
KIDDING . THIS
: STUFF?

LCAN'T ?
BEL/IEVE You MEAN
IT— ME'WE BEEN HWUNTING
FOR T FOR WEEKS, AND

QUR CAVE WAS A NATURAL
GOLDMINE OF THE
STUFF ¢

WHAT
ARE THE

OBV/OUSLY RANEN'T
BEEN WANGING QUT WE
WITHUS LONG THRIVE QN
ENGUGH. COINC IDENCE.-

)
‘.dé; IT’S POSSIBLE, Howp 11! Exeam
Y THAT \F THERE IN ENGLISH.!

4 i

WE USED NETRIUM AS FUEL FOR
THE CAPSULE IN 1994, PRO. IF

1S ENOUGH ARE You SAYING WE cAN GET A LIGHTNING BoLT
OF \T, WE THIS couLD GET | To JUMPSTART TS
CcAN USE IT B us Home 2 THE CAPSULE, .
— AS RAW THERE!S A
Pl MATERIAL CHANCE THAT
FoR FUEL .. A WiLL BE ENCUGH
A TO CALIBRATE
THE LIGHTNING THE TIME
ROP SET UP MACH INE WITH
..... THE “ECHOES"
STILL BEING
TRANSMITTED

THROUGH TIME BY

THE APPARATULS IN

PONGOPOLIS IN 1994 —

AND THE RESULTING

EFFECT CoweD N FACT

BRING THE MACHINE
HOME.




CoutD
WE GET ANY
BETTER ODDS?

'L WORK

START DIGGING ON SETTING uP
THE NETRIUM THE LIGHTNING

\\\\\\\ W%

\uﬁﬁumm

|
D

. WHAT WE

HAD, THERE'S A STORM
Y COMING NOW, IN FACT.
IF WE CAN GET THIS
THNG SET uP, WE
CouLp BE HOME
FOR SUPPER/

FOLKS, WE
oouLd BE GLEE FuLLY
j RATTING ouR BRAINS N 5
FRONT OF A TELEVISION /¥
IN NO TIME! '
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I-Tr
WAS TRYING AND T
TO GET A TURKNED QuT
SNACK —— THE JMNACK HAD
\ A REAL BIG
RELATIVE ./
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- it T A\,
EE /«r. } i ulmm

w DON'T
WORRY, MITSU, Youl
WON'T BE ON SOLID
Faops FOR A WHILE
ONCE 1'M THROUGH

WITH You.

WE CAN GIVE
HIM MITSU AS
AN APPETIZER.
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IT SEEMS REALTO ME
NOW.. THAT WELL
NEVER SEE SPONG-
oPOLIS AGAIN...
I DON'T KNow
HOW I FEEL ABOUT

THIS LAST MONTH

BEING HERE
WITH DAWN

1I™s ALL FELT SO

REAL AND NATURAL,
EVEN IF IT'S ANY-
THNG BUT,

IF WE GO BACK...
WILtL WE CONTINUE «.
LiIKE WE ARE HERE?
T WiSH T WASN'T
30 MNIECURE.
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WE ARE FROM THE E=—f)
YEAR 2942, A=l
ACCORDING ‘%\‘ =

To YOUR STANDARDS. \{§ 2
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GATHERING INFORMATION
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You MEAN—
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INFORMATION  SOME How!
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AMOEBAMAIL

(Time to catch up on the mail! Following
are selected excerpts from responses to AA
#14, Max Ink’s solo jaunt “Evidence of our
Confusion,” and #15, “Bone Machine.”
Sorry I couldn’t print you all! First, your
comments on #14 —Nik)

Bob Elinskas
Utica, NY

...First off, the characters get deep here.
Really deep. As is often said in comments
I’ve heard about the book (and tend to agree
with), there's a fine line to how far the reader
can seriously take a walking protoplasm, a
ninja ant, a talking cactus, etc. This story
really pushes those limits. Now, let me pref-
ace here. As I said, the story is very real and
hard, but I tend to find myself not liking
Prometheus so much as I used to because he
always gets so deeply involved in the stories,
really philosophical, heavy-thinking, must
see a right from a wrong. As a reader, I want
to read the story and Prometheus, for one rea-
son or another, always seems like he has to
have a hang-up each issue. A big goal in
writing is to have your reader react to
something you’ve done and I guess
with this, I’'m proving the theory. I just
think that if there’s going to
be a problem in the story, it
shouldn’t always be picked up by Pro
and become his, too. I know he’s a
well-developed character, but
recently he's been the charac-
ter that steals the spotlight, sc
to speak, from the other group &
members. Just something to
think about.

When they say abuse is a
hard cycle to understand, they
weren’t kidding. The twists and
turns thrown into the whole
story really made me wonder S
if there’s any cause for hope in ™
this whole family. You have to feel
bad for everyone involved. But, at
the same time, what can you, as an
outsider, do? It’s hard. To be honest,

I didn’t really sympathize with ; ]

)

E’Melle or her husband. I guess
that's me hoping for a happy
ending, and sometimes you ‘%
just have to face the fact

that there really aren’t . AT-
happy endings all the time. <3

i
*~

SRS

Sometimes, as Spif shows us on the last page,
the only thing to do (or that you can do) is
accept it and walk away. It's not the best
thing. It’s not a perfect answer, but it’s not a
perfect world. I dunno. As I said before, this
was, for me, one of the most confusing, yet
thought-provoking, issues I've read of AA
yet.

(Well, Bob, the comic IS called “Amoeba
Adventures.” But your point is taken. I hope
issues like this one, with more of an “ensem-
ble” flavor, are more to your liking.
However, Prometheus is and will continue
to be the focal point of the book for me.)

Dan Beck
Lehi, UT

Thanks for Amoeba #14. The book is
excellent throughout. I know where Max Ink
is coming from. As a wee lad I bopped my
sister and caused more harm than intended.
That cured me of violence on women, thank
God. It came at a young enough age that I

never did it as a adult.

/"\ I did have a small problem with reading

panels in the correct order. Arrows
would be helpful here. On page 19 I had
a little problem with transitions from the
top half of the page to the bottom half.
What came first? However, don’t get me
wrong. I really like your use of panel
order and that reading isn’t always

right to left. Sometimes when a per-
son is speaking low, the print is so
small I can’t read it. I urge caution. The
back cover gave the book a very person-
al touch. I'm beginning to understand
why everybody likes this book. You cer-
tainly deserved that Best Writer Award!
See you in the funny papers!

Ed Paten
Orlando, FL.

Since Max Ink did everything this issue,
I’m afraid all my praise must go to
him. Very nice layouts. Very intriguing
storyline, not exactly what I was
expecting but seeing as how what he

) was trying to do was exactly the oppo-
site of what I expected, thumbs

> A

If you understood any word in

~& _, that last sentence, please explain it




back to me because I'm feeling very con-
fused.

Peter Hopkins
Louisville, KY

Issue #14 had more of the characterization
that makes this book a standout. It was great
the way Max Ink broke the left-to-right rule.
Also, the story was done well, like the revela-
tion that E'Melle was the one who physically
assaulted her husband, and the ambivalent
ending.

Larry Blake
Reedsville, OH

...Each issue of this comic that I read gives
me a better handle on who the characters are
and how they relate to each other and their
environment. Some real appealing and dis-
tinct personalities there. I really appreciate
the flexibility of this strip. It has the same

thing I try to go for in my Nightstar book, the
ability to work whether it is by using serious
themes or just total goofy silliness.

I liked the way Max avoided the cliché of
the female being a stereotypical battered
wife. A deft writing touch, that, it made the
story seem that much more fresh, thoughtful,
and real. Kudos to Max.

(And regarding #15...)

Denny Stephens
Ortonville, MI

Wow, thanks for the copy of Amoeba
Adventures #15! What an unexpected sur-
prise. I've read and reread the thing about
three times so far, and I can’t get over the fact
that you guys aren’t doing this professionally.
I mean, with your awards (especially the
Eisner letter — holy shit!) and your exposure
in the SPS and Cerebus (yeah, I saw it - very
cool), how can you not hit the big time?

NI OMMERNDATIONS

DOUBLE-CROSS!

INCIDENTAL

Tony Consiglio’s

of the funniest

Double-Cross! is one

SCRA}!LING

itten wnd Bon b BT Vesih

BAPNO CULT _

INCIDENTAL

comics I’ve seen all

SCRAWLING

year. Tony’s smooth
cartooning style and
hilarious parodies
make my day happy.
#6 is out now for
$1.50 from Tony at
60-13 68th Rd.
Ridgewood, NY
11385. Get it now,

Jeff Zenick is a
hidden miracle.
His quiet, slice-of-
life work always
makes me appreci-
ate the little things.
#5 is a great, day-
in-the-life story. It’s the comic equiva-
lent of some herbal tea. A buck or two
to Jeff at P.O. Box 877, Tallahassee,
FL 32302 will get you an issue or two.

——— St A B, $7S, ke A, B

Xeno's Arrow is my pick for the best new small press comic
of the year. Greg Beetam and Stephen Geigen-Miller craft a
totally unique science fiction epic about a group of escapees
from an interstellar zoo and fill it with passion, adventure
and humor. Absolutely outstanding artwork full of detail and
nice gray tones. The only complaint I have is that it comes
out too rarely. #3 should be out by the time you read this,
$1.50 from Egesta Comics, 35 Fulwell Crescent,
Downsview, Ontario M3J 1Y4, Canada. Don’t miss this.




As for the book itself, my first reaction was
one of stunned disbelief. This is exactly the
direction I'm trying to get my book to go in!
Over the past few years, you've created an
entire world full of fascinating characters. It
seems to me you've tapped into what made
the early Marvel books (and even the later
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles books, which
spoofed them) so popular. Spongopolis is as
fully realized a setting as Metropolis or
Gotham City or New York, and the characters
have depth and feeling to them (even though
they’re only cartoon characters). Very nice!
You remind me of why I still love super-
heroes, even with all the crap that’s out there.

Tim Ereneta
Qakland, CA

Here’s what I thought of AA #15, since you
asked: beautiful cover, cool dream sequence,
way too many exclamation points in the edi-
torial text. My count was two dozen - not
including your replies to the letters. Maybe
it's just me — and granted, it is an insignifi-
cant part of your work — but so many excla-
mation points make your editorial voice
sound like you're writing for a sixth graded
girl’s personal diary. If it works for you, cool.

(Hey Tim, don’t you
have anything better
to do than count
exclamation points?)

NEXT:
Rambunny
returns, Ninja
Ant’s heart gets
broken,
Prometheus does
a lot of sneezing,
Karate Kactus
goes out on
patrol, and the
guys get in and
ol’ fashioned bar

J. Kevin Carrier
Cincinnati, OH

Some of the high-
lights of #15 for me:
* The cover - very
inventive composi-
tion, immediately
grabbing the reader’s
attention and arous-

ing his curiosity.
brawl and bust | Excellent inks by that
some heads. Plus | Courts guy.

* The dream sequence
- loved the Cerebus-
inspired rock climb-
ing bit (complete with

the return of the
Gorilla Gang and
some other old

foes! Get ready | giant Macabre
for a Merry | skull!). Not sure whe
Christmas with | the guy s supposed to
“ e...Woody en’
Home For The | 5001 Nik) The
Holidays.” | three panels on the

bottom of page ten, with only the clock face
changing, is a nice touch.

« The big showdown with Mindmaster —
“You want it, lady? You want it? You got it.”
Brr! I can see why some people might com-
plain that Pro gets too much of the spotlight,
but this subplot of his increasingly angry
nature, and the hints about his true origins,
are absolutely fascinating! That shot of Pro
with Macabre’s and the Inner God’s features
superimposed — the implications are stagger-
ing! Are they all really just facets of his own
mind? I'm reminded of that scene way back
in #9, where Pro split into dozens of bodies...

* The Dark One - ooohh, I just love a mys-
tery villain! The references to “details of
design” might be a red herring, but my guess
is that he’s really Dr. Crane, who somehow
survived that explosion in #9...or maybe not.

On a completely trivial note, I like the use
of zip-a-tone on Ninja Ant and Kyoko. The
pen lines Max used to use (as on the back
cover) tended to obscure their features some-
what.

Tony Consiglio
Brooklyn, NY

Thank you for being so gracious in your
letter to me. To answer your question, no, I
was not drunk when I wrote my comics,
although I do smoke crack occasionally when
driving. I very much enjoyed Amoeba
Adventures, I just have one question, why is
half your comic printed in German? I don’t
speak German. The drawing is fantastic,
although, my comic didn’t include the neces-
sary 3-D glasses. Who is Max Ink? His par-
ents must have known he was going to be a
cartoonist to name him Max Ink! Because of
your comic, I threw out all my cactus and put
out ant traps. Who knew they spoke!
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The UFO Checklist

These are the latest releases from the
UFQ (United Fanzine Organization) co-
op, currently available during the sum-
mer of 1994. For information on joining
the UFQ, contact chairman Jim Pack/
7534 Kingsgate Way/ W. Chester, OH
45069

ADVENTURE STRIP DIGEST
#5
($2.00 from Randy Reynaldo/ 3765
Motor Ave./ Suite 1121/ Los Angeles,
CA/J 90034)

Rob Hanes, agent for Justice Interna-
tional, is sent to Koman to rescue a beautiful
journalist from certain death. Love erupts
amidst screaming bullets and Rob finds him-
self cornered in a no-win situation.

AMOEBA ADVENTURES #14
($2.50 from Nik Dirga/ P.O. Box
2230/ University, MS/ 38677)

Inthis special issue, artist Max Ink takes
over the scripting chores to pen an emotional
tale about love, violence, the ties that bind.
An issue not to be missed!

DISPLACEMENTS #1
($1.50 from Scott McClung/ 537
S. University #6/ Norman, OK 73069)
With Steve Keeter scripting and Scott
McClung handling the art chores, this sci-fi
comic spins a yarn of alternate Earths and
alternate heroes. This is only the beginning!
Get in on this one from the very beginning.

FUTURO TIERRA #20
($1.00 from Tony Lorenz/ 8708
Friendship Court/ Tampa, FL/ 33634)
The acclaimed seriss builds up to its
exciting finish! What will Steve find at the end
of his quest? Will he ever return home? Or,
will he end up somewhere worse? Find out!

GLORY GALLERY #2
(.75¢ from J. Kevin Carrier/ 8913
Eldora Dr./ Cincinnati, OH/ 45236)
Following the success of the first issue,
J. Kevin brings together more artistic visions
of his barbarian heroine! Filled with awesome
ant, it is a mini that deserves attention!

LADY SPECTRA PIN-UP

(.75¢ from J. Kevin Carmier/ 8913
Eldora Dr./ Cincinnati, OH/ 45236)

Not to be forgotten, J. Kevin spotiights his
other strong heroine with a pin-up special all
her own! Don't miss some these unique vi-
sions.

TALES FROM THE PETRO-
CANADA MAN #3

($1.00 from Jason Marcy/ 58
Connaught Ave. S/ Hamilton/ Ontario/
CANADA, L8M 3C5)

The third issue of Jason’s acclaimed auto-
biographical zine finds the talented artist/
writer facing some better circumsiances but
with the same humor and fears that filled the
first two issue. Plus, find out more about Jay's
new girl.

TALES FROM THE ROB
HANES ARCHIVES #1

($2.00 from Randy Reynaldo/ 3765
Motor Ave./ Suite 1121/ Los Angeles,
CA/90034)

From one of the most talented creators in
small press comes this look at some of the
early days of Rob Hanes! See what Rob
looked like years ago and how Randy de-
veloped the character.

[z THE UFO JAM
($2.00 from Steve Keeter/ 513

N. Summerlin Ave f Orlando, FL/ 32803)

Years in the making! Featuring many
UFQ members that are long gone, this ram-
bling tale of strange alens and mysienous
goings-on is finally avadable Read & and see
if you can figure out what is gong one!

TETRAGAMMATON
FRAGMENTS #140

($2.00 from Jim Pack/ 7534 Kingsgate
Way/ W. Chester, OH/ 45069)

Under a new chasman, the newsletter of
the UFO continues. 10 members articies plus
a special 3-page comac sirp by Jason Marcy.
This will get you in step with what s going
on in the Comic Book Free Press.
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Max Ink's art for this issue really went to another level. Above is the full wraparound cover

image.



“Super art and story all wrapped up in a (irst
class package.”
- Small Press Feedback

“Surprisingl
@@mgﬂr{gfw@?_ .¥ “An ab@@wbﬁﬁ_gﬂ‘story and
- Tony Isabella, characters with depth and

Comics Buyer’s personality...Recominencdadi”
uide - Factsheet Five

“Great superhere fun in an original non-traditional
setting.”

- Small Press Report

“...The, 35sT Superhero ‘Zine In Small
Press.

=:Tetragrammaton Fragments

You KNOW, THIS
OUGHT TO WONDERS
FOR MY REPUTATION
WITH THE GUYS

YOU'RE
MISSING.

Amoeba Adventures #16 is now available. Written by Nik Dirga and
drawn by Max Ink, Amoeba Adventures delivers compelling and original
fun on a bi-monthly basis. In “Time’s Up,” Prometheus and the gang find
themselves catapulted back in time to the Pleisotone era...with no appar-
ent way home. The problem begins when they start to like it there. If
you're looking for something different from grim ‘n’ gritty merecenaries
or pretentiously arty comics, Amoeba Adventures is your game! The latest
issue, all 40 pages of it, can be yours for only $1.50 postpaid. Order from:
Protoplasm Press c/o Nik Dirga, P.O. Box 2230 University MS 38677-
2230. Join the amoeba revolution!

An advertisement with some nice words by some very nice people. | think that Max Ink's
art from the scene with Dawn and Prometheus alone in the woods might be some of my
favourite images from the entire series. Magnificent work on his part.



Some unfinished concept art for this issue | did somewhere along
the way - probably a year or two before it was written, since it
features Raoul the Boy Cockroach in it still. Although | have to admit
having Raoul ride a T-rex woulda been pretty awesome.



This is pretty cool and found buried in the Amoeba Archives - my very loose notes on what
would become "Time's Up." Featuring some of my finest incoherent notes to myself.
"Spaceship!!" "We're Dead! Dead!"
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