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AMOEBA ADVENTURES #27 « The Dark Ages Part 8

“What Happened Created, written

and drawn by

“Well you can laugh at this sentimental story
But in time you’ll have to make amends
The sudden chill where lovers doubt their immortality

” 5 : As the clouds cover the sky, the evening ends...”
NeXt Nik Dlrga —"Couldn’t Call It Unexpected No. 4,” Elvis Costello
THE SLIMEBALL SPEAKS Academy Awards acceptance  Thanks to my various non-pub-

“What did you expect? Time passes.”

—Gabriel Garcia Marquez,
One Hundred Years of Solitude

And so it goes. After seven-and-
a-half years and 40 or so issues of
Amoeba Adventures and its various
spin-offs, this is my last issue — for
now, anyway.

| had considered continuing the
series beyond this issue and the
conclusion of “The Dark Ages,” but
to be frank, after writing 49 comics
or ‘zines since 1990 and drawing
about half of ‘em, I'm burned out and
it would be a disservice to continue
this comic if | wasn’t 100 percent
behind it.

Twenty-seven issues is a pretty
damned good run for small or big
press, and I'm pleased and proud of
what | and all my various partners
have accomplished since that day in
1990 when | mailed out ten copies
of Amoeba Adventures on a whim to
various friends and acquaintances.

Never say never, of course. I've
easily got another dozen issues
worth of stories about Prometheus
and his pals tumbling about in my
head, but I just don’t have the time
and patience to produce them right
now.

Publishing Amoeba Adventures
has definitely been one of the high-
lights of my life. It's been a thrill to
see the stories in my head come to
life and unimaginably gratifying to
see people actually reading and
enjoying them. I'd guess that
upwards of a thousand people have
read at least one issue of AA since
its inception, and that's a great feel-
ing.

This is gonna sound like an

speech, but | really do want to thank
each and every one of you who've
been there for me over the years —
your support, letters, sketches and
kind words mean more to me than
you'll ever know.

There’s a handful of people I'd
like to single out for special thanks,
the guys who've probably been my
biggest supporters over the years —
folks like Max Ink for his art from
#14-26 and his tireless efforts pro-
moting the book, and Bob Elinskas,
Troy Hickman, J. Kevin Carrier,
Jason “Doghumper” Marcy, Joe
Meyer, John Hurley, Larry Johnson,
Eric Hess, Peter Hopkins, Tony
Lorenz, Joe Bagdon, Tim Corrigan,
Jim Pack and about a zillion more |
wish | had room to list — but you
know who you are.

And | want to thank everyone
who's stepped in with their pens and
words to help collaborate with me,
and enabling me to get this comic
out far more often than | thought |
could. Thanks to all the guys already
mentioned above for stepping in
when they did, as well as Anthony
Gray, Matt Feazell, Ron Gravelle,
Sam Gafford, Doug Lumley, Larry
Blake, Lynn Allen, Tyim Courts, Will
Pfeifer, Quinton Hoover, Susan Mills
Gravelle, Denny Stephens, David
Berns, the late but not forgotten Eric
Hampton, Ed Paten, Rich Watson,
and probably a dozen more folks I'm
forgetting who've pitched in here
and there.

Thanks to the “pros” who've been
so overwhelmingly kind to our
efforts over the years — Will Eisner,
Tony lIsabella, Dave Sim, Stan
Sakai, Sergio Aragones, Jeff Smith,
Scott Roberts, and Bill Messner-
Loebs.

lishing friends for their support and
kindness of my crazy hobby (‘what
do you mean you write a comic
book?”) — and all my other friends
and family.

| am surprised as anyone that
Prometheus and his pals have
endured and actually gone on to, if it
doesn’t sound too presumptuous of
me, gone on to become some small
part of the comics iconography.

I've grown to love these guys —
Pro, Spif, Rambunny, Dawn, Mitsu
— almost as if they were real. | snif-
fled a bit when | wrote the lines
killing Karate Kactus, | smiled in
empathy when Pro and Dawn fell for
each other, | chuckled right along
with Ninja Ant's antics and envied
Spif’s sheer coolness.

But I'm not retiring from the busi-
ness of creating by any means — |
plan to keep working on various
prose, columns and possibly even
take a stab at writing for mainstream
comics, and don't be surprised if the
occasional oddball small press
comic from me winds up in your
mailbox now and again. Drawing
this issue, the first regular issue of
Amoeba I've done all on my lone-
some since #13 in 1993, was quite
an experience, and I'd like to keep
developing my art skills somehow or
another post-AA.

| could ramble on in a nostalgic,
sentimental vein for pages and
pages more, I'm sure — that's just
how much this little comic has
meant to me. But instead, I'll simply
bow my head and thank you one last
time for your kind attention to my lit-
tle words and pictures.

Thank you, and good night.

i
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AMOEBA ADVENTURES #27, March 1998, is published no more by Protoplasm
Press, P.O. Box 64, Oakdale CA 95361-0064. Amoeba Adventures and all characters
herein are ©1998 Nik Dirga, all rights reserved. Additional copies are available for
$2.50 postpaid, $3.00 Canada.
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v | —CAREFUL THERE £ |'D PREFER YOUR MOT BREAKING: P Z225*

| MITSU/ THOSE. THOUSAND-DOLLAR MICROPROCESSORS \
= / '
AREN'T 7'5 ﬁ’, TO TEST THAT HYPOTHESIS.. . Co. \ .\ \\
A, LOGSEN 0P, —~(TOK OUT }

SPIF/ IF You DoN'T
BREAK SOMETHIN' WHILE
MOVING You AIN‘T <2
REALLY TRYIN'/

===y

— 553

s
.

| | ; ! \. i
\ -!'l
g (" [ wew, AT LEAST chm's ‘Sm?e. ~
’ [ WE'VE GQT LESS STUFF [ I You'RE A PACk
| i | \_To Move Now... [ How ON EARTH Y RAT, SPIF, THAT'S
\ | k

% )/ | IJUSTHAD FOUR
t 7 ||| [HAVE ACCUMULATED ) es Te Movis

SO MUCH STUFF 2

SIMPLICITY,
THATS My

You ALso HAPPEN TO ULIVE HEY, PRO I, 2 [ —

IN AN APARTMENT ALreApy | | sap You coud | [T Knvow WHAT HE THAT WHY You .

FILLED TO THE GILLS WITH KEEP LIVING SAID, BuT SOMETIMES || | SHAVED THE BEARD = |
HERE IF You-— TS BETTER TO

YOUR OWN DETRITUS, MY | —
MAKE A CLEAN VERY FUNNY.

FRIEND. THE AMOERACAVE'S
BEEN My HOME, THESE | BREAK OF THINGS. || [BUT SERIOUSLY...

PAST TH -
| REE YEARS. - [ START OVER AND
N o : @b I | SEE. WHAT HAPPENS.

) B . Pl o

THERES ToO MANY
MEMORIES IN THE
CAVE FOR ME.
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MFF/ I DON'T THINK
WERE "WALKING
AWAY,” MITSU.
/e
fr//

{0

E [yean. == YoU MIGHT JusT |~
F e e s
R |

COME ON, SPIF--
M WE WERE GOOD/
WE REALLY WERE /

BUT GEE?, DO WE REALLY
HAVE TO PULLTHE PLUG
ON THE WHOLE THING 2

é T DONT SEE WHATS So

TERRIBLE ABOUT WHAT'S
HAPPENED THAT WEVE |
GOT TO WALK AWAY FROM

<&
e — - — 7 m“ [ =
D i :
D). w
‘ N\ PAsses. Jué; IF_"__HSS,

u‘Jl“V
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| SOMETIMES

| IT LEAPS.
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7/ ORE You CERTAIN You FEEL READY TO
LEAVE, DAWNZ BY ALL RIGHTS You SHOULD
BE IN BED ANOTHER MonTH WITH THE

INWRIES YOU SUSTAINED. /7o ot bocTor

€

THE WALLPAPER.

YOO CALL ME, ¥
YU HEAR, DAWN?Z &

-.goes against all
bether judgmmry

(GOES WRONG..

///// //// [[ .‘
i .
\'\
\ t’“'ll_ 5 .L:iim'.'ﬂ ‘1 1k
h I'™M FINE, T Y [WHET Do You |
PROMISE You.) / /. ‘rgmx, PROZ
BUT IF I STAY HERE B PR .
ANOTHER NIGHT 'L 7 Z| O S“ART Sire.
END UP CHEWING ON ! ’ 0 - Ih\ ¢ —UHZ SURE
L\ [ Doc, wHATEVER
= ] You SAY...
- ’l 1 -
/

.....

YES, DOCTOR .

TAKE CARE. - =
orotd L WAS STARTING TO

¥ HosSp) \N'ONDER 'F ,'D EVER

-YEAH, SEE
YA, MOROECAI. !

L w]

— 1
wow! BLUE SKIES

AND FRESH AR/

SEE THIS AGAIN /
VTE
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TAKE A GooD

LOOK, HON.. |T

| MaYgEAwHILE [
BEFORE WE SEE |

3 THIS TOWN AGAIN.

=
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o -l I HAVE.NYOU MADSE"-A/:IEET"?'EHE J |--Yov ARE OK WITH //%\\‘
N | ARRA GE_MEN‘[ . | G ZIDON'T N
L OTHERS OKZ L |THIS, RIGHT =™

WANT YoU GOING
THROUGH WITH THIS | o' .7 (G
IF YOUVE DOUBTS. Yy e——_ =

% ['VE HAD Two WEEKS SINC B N

=1 WE GOT BACK FROM THE / .

© = |MOoON TO TAKE CARE OF 3 | 2
- (T ALL,DAWN. WERE SET. }| (O : " - W\ 7

NO... NO L__{ T LovE sPONGOPOLIS, T ALWAYS WILL.
DOUBTS. BUT A CHANGE WILL BE NICE — MAYBE.
GIVE US SOME. PERSPECTIVE ON ITALL.

i | [«

T THINK PART OF IT IS THAT WE
JUST NEED TO BE SOMEWHERE
WE. CAN BE VEW FOR A WHILE.

LOOK, T SEE REMINDERS OF HOW
RADLY WE SCREWED UP WITH ALEX,
HOW WE LET 1SU2V DOWN, How
WE COULDN'T EVEN DO OUR JoB
AND FIGHT THE BAD GUYS RIGHT.

.

i

WK st YT IVRIT ITTL IR Y S oewis
| = e« = = o =
e /Rl €= Cor il
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B . OK, A VACATION.
Q A CHANCE TO THINK
£\ THINGS OVER. SOME-
B THING I CAN CONTROL.

il




I...T HAVE
SOMETHING
To TeEw You.

i e - T WONDERED WHEN
YoU'© GET AROUND
To THIS. LETS GO
SIT DOWN-- MY
LEG ACHES A BIT.

SOMETHING I
SHOULD'VE TolD
YoU RIGHT AWAY.

YOU ASKED ME ONCE | I T DIDN'T UNDERSTAND, DION'T

WHAT HAPPENED WHEN QUITE KNOW WHf\T IT ALL MEANT...

T DISSAPPEARED¥ | | HECK, T STiLL DON'T, NOT REALLY.

AND I WOULDN'T TELL
YouU THEN.

W, CRNTRTN bl O

‘/' 1 ’..%5‘3‘-' BUT PEOPLE. LIKE LS ARE.
(PN SUPPOSED To SHARE EVERYTHING --

) <\ THE GOGD, THE BAD, THE INEXPLICABLE..

211 2 [ A .. T DON'T REALLY KNOW WHICH THIS IS,

£ AA#]9- N

YOU CAN TELL ME.
I'M LISTENING, PRO.

HE TOLD ME A LOT OF THINGS L BELIEVED
ABOUT MYSELF AND My PAST WERE LIES. He
TOLD ME HE WAS BEHIND [T ALL, AND HE.
TOLD> ME IT WAS FOR My OWN GOOD...

BECAUSE I WAS
SOMETHING-
VERY SPECIAL.,

| WHEN T DISSAPPEARED,

I FOUND MYSELF IN
ANOTHER. DIMENSION.
THERE WAS A MAN

§ THERE, A MAN WHO
CALLED HMSELF

JACOR POTTER.




| POWERS T HAD, ABOUT HOW T

POTTER TOLD ME.... T WAS AN IMMORTAL,, PART OF ARACE OF
GIFTED BEINGS THAT NEVER DIED. HE ToD ME ABOUT STRANGE
COJLD SURVIVE ALMOST ANY ASSAULT.

"

S Bdck (v # /5 —THREAD ~TYIN ',

BUT HERE'S THE THING, DAWN.
TOON'T KNOW |F I TRUST WHAT
POTTER TOLD ME. NOT THE-
IMMORTAL PART, BECAUSE
FIGHTING THE DARK ONE PROVED

|’M NOT REALLY MUCH BETTER OFF
THAN | WAS TO START WITH, DAWN.

TWAS SCARED TO TELL YouU
WHAT POTTER TOLD ME,

|\

BECAUSE T THOUGHT IT

MAYBE I AM IMMORTAL.
TJUST DONT CARE
ANYMORE.

MIGHT SCARE. YOU OFF..,

BUTIDON'T
KNOW I T
TRUST POTTER,
o THERE'S TOO

MANY HOLES
N ITALL.

. WHO WANTS A
BOYFRIEND WHO

NEVER GROWS OLD
LWHIL‘E THEY DOZ

‘ﬁPEEECEEE

iy
I RETYEATARIINH &
ol

AND LOSING HANK.
AND ALL THESE

BUT FIGHTING ALEX &

TERRIBLE THINGS
THATVE HAPPENED
To US LATELY...

| JUST CONVINCES ME IWANT TO
| LIVE MY LIFE AND SLEEP AND EAT
0 ANV LOVE JUST LIKE EVERYONE
ELSE For ONCE..,

JAND DO IT
HONESTLY.

, S



Boy, THAT REALLY

THAT I'M ALLERGIC TO
|| CATS LOOK MINOR,

MAKES MY REVELATION

! 2z
DOESN'T ITZ

P

T DON'T KNOW
WHAT |I'M
SUPPOSED

“OH YEAH,T WAS AN
(MMORTAL ONCE Too,
WHAT A BITCH THAT
WihS2" 1T HARD

TO UNDERSTAND

THIS CRAZY LIFE,
PRO,.THE THINGS

BUT YOURE. RIGHT. IT —
DOESN'T MATTER. NOT\G LOVE You, PmMETHE.US,

| NOW, ANYWAY. SO MUCH (T SCARES ME
SOMETIMES A LITTLE. |

T LOVE YoU, BUT I LoVE
ME JUST AS MUCH, TOO.

AND You, You DON'T
MAKE. ME. FEEL
LIKE I'M TRYIN G
TO BE SOMEONE
ELSE WHEN I'M

WITH You.

"

a0

7
Y
4 g

\

TIDON'T VEED You,
BUT I WANT You.
&

"

b, R/ Srmissstaley. /oy ‘v// .
Y i’ 3 27 At i - I 7
2 s S s & e &
/'W%./.“Ztﬂnly//}fﬂ.m”"lrzll/”’f a

—riy,

| YEAH..,YEAH, T DOES. A
YEAR AGO |T WOULDN'T
HAVE, BUT T DOES Now.

...SOMETIMES, BEIN
WANTED 'S BETTER THAN
i BEING NEEDED, ANYWAY.

g o]

THIS IS @omuﬂ
BE A GOOD
VA CAT ION.,
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OF DETECTIVE

=| NOw BE CAREFUL THERE., SPIF/
THATS A NEAR- COMPLETE SET

COMICS /

ANYWAY...

T USED TO THINK T COULD\==2

JUST UKE BATMAN. LIVE
AND LEARN, HUHZ

GROW UP AND FIGHT CRIME .

u /////.Lf.:

\
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T CAN'T PJCTURE.
You IN HS
EARS, MITSU.

IDON'T UNDERSTAND
WHY YOU HAD ALL THESE
STORED IN THE CAVE

HAH! GOOD ONE. SIT
DOWN, TAKE A LOAD

CONDITION,
SPIF/ THE CooL
AlR IN THE
CAVE KEEPS
EM MINTZ

ra OFF. WANNA BEERZ

f =
N
.-

-
1 }:F
B
=t

|‘LL PASS ON THE. BEER.
I'VE GOT A LoT OF BOXES
LEFT To LIFT TOPDAY.

L

ICHOMP? SO WHAT ARE
You GONNA Do, SPIFZ
I MEAN,Now THAT
THE. LONG UNDERWEAR

Gl&|S OVER?

+.MAYBE ILL PLUNGEW
INTO THE SUNDRY
WORLD OF ACADEMIA
FOR A WHILE . SPONG-
OPoUS U. OFFERED
ME A LECTURE CHAIR
[F I wWANT IT. U

THAT WHY You
SHAVED THE BEARDZ

NO, THATS NOT WHY T
SHAVED.., ANYWAY, WELL
SEE WHAT HAPPENS.
How ABoUT You?2




AW HECK, 'L GET 8)”(

'
H !

\ A /S A ey

1 GOTA LOT OF
ENDORSEMENT GUYS
WHO WEREN'T SCARED
AWAY BY THE. ACTION
FIGURE. FIASCO.

—

HERE, HAVE. A COKE |32
IF YOU WON'T PARTAKE., /-

BESIDES THE COMMERCIALS,
F]GURE IT WONT HURT
TO KEEP MY HAND IN
THE SUPERHERO BlZ..

THERE'S SOMETHING AROUT
HOPPING ABOUT ROOFTOPS

IN SPANDEX AT 2 AM THAT
h_CAN'T BE BEAT. W,

s -

T NEVER LIKED SPANDEX,

To BE SAID FOR
THE. ADRENALINE

OF IT ALL. , ,
o

: Y
\ 5\\ By

BUT THERE. /S SOMETHING YeAH! THE RusH/
WHERE. £(SE CAN
You GET THATZ

L

SURE./ THERE'S NO /NSECTS ON
ANy OF THEM TEAMS T CAN THINK
OF, UNLESS You COUNT THE

\J}LSTA GuY qu A GOOFY COSTUME,

I THINK YoUD FIT N
JUST FINE WITH THE
DUTCHMEN, MITSU.

MILLIPEDE, AND I DON'T CAUSE HE'S

YKNOW, T WAS THINKING
THAT IF T GET TIRED OF | |
FLYING SOLO, T MIGHT EVEN |5
GO FIND ANOTHER TEAM

AND JoIN UP.

) = =

-
o
=

WHAT, LIKE OMEGA
STAR OR THE
FLYING DVTCHMEN?Z

You THINK i
ABOUT WHAT
HAPPENE D
A LOTZ

EVERY DAY,
FRIEND.

EVERY SINGLE
DAY.




ToOo. =

e T

e & I WiSH T KNEw WHAT MADE |
ALEX DO THE THINGS HE DID.

T WISHI COULD ASK Him

WHAT MADE. HIM KILL ISU2U.

AND You KNOW, SPIF,
T KNOW IT SOUNDS

BUT I GOT ANOTHER.
REASON TO WANT TO
KEEP UP PLAYING

3 \HE_RO ON THE SIDE.

KINDA CORNY AND ALL,

T AIN'T NEVER
GONNA FORGET
HIM,

ITS WHAT HE
WoULDA WANTED
Me To DO.

I-~ ITS GETTING ON. WE'D BETTER HEAD mcnj@

-To ‘THE. CAVE BEFORE THEY Tow THE AMOERATET.

T WAS JUST WONDERING IF..,
YOu KNOW, [F EVER T CALL You
UP AT YOUR BIG OL UNIVERSITY
OFFICE, SOME REAL NICE.
C.LEARCOOL. NIGHT, ANDT Ask.
uau IE YoU MIGHT 'WANNA

V

j ol

YEAN, YOURE

RIGHT... HEY,
TDONT THINK |l Pk:{%{:f—_‘;
'L EVER GET - CONSIDER My = "\”_?_f{
Too OLD@RTHAT = CALENDHR OPEN. I

JOIN ME- ON PATROL-- =

- You KNOW JUST
FOR. OU ’TINES
SAKE--

WHAT WouLD
You SAY TO
THATZ

AW, SPIF, YOU'RE r’
ONE OF THE
GOOD GUYS.

e
//‘

ALWAYS WiLL
BE, PAL. ALWAYS

wIiLL BE.




1 F p \\\E(SGHM HH /_ < AW SHEESH,
' : MY PANCREAS...

MEF/ 2

So MUCH FOR THE =/ MAN, WHERE WERE

NEED A Z i INFAMOUS "AMOEBA-H] You TWO HOURS
=\ _HANDZ A o S ‘@‘ S\ L MOBILE €02 |51 AGO, RAMBUNNYZ
z 6 ()7, =2 [==— YoV COULDA
N \, 4 N=—gShEDME A
I PTi

JHOOF Y s 7 RUPURED SPLEEN!

AN' A FE \ 52" \| |1
"y w /‘&

VERTEBRAE : — (27 f

(F You GOT ‘M, N A - .
: . . \

AUNNN NN
AR

'\ [CONFLICT BUILDS CHARACTER,
‘\| BUGBRAIN. WHERE'S PRO?2

N WELL, T GOTTA
So. GO DUCT TAPE.
SoME. DUCKS,,.

JI

Rz

7
Jd

COME ON, You SLOW-STARTIN'
STRIPPED BRAKES BURST HOSES
BROKEN BELTED DENTEDCHASSIS

PIECE OF JUNKZ

e

"

TWAS HOPIN' I'D GET A CHANCE ¥
TO SEE You BEFORE You BLEw oUT [
OF TOWN. WE GOT A FEW THINGS [
TO STRAIGHTEN QUT, T THINK,

YEAH, WE DO. &
WHERE Do YouU
WANT T GO2
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T w90 You wan, 55
Ly PROZI'M BUYIN'. )

". " "
vHV e\
oIS ;
:f;‘, j/
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I —

Bl ==

OH, A RUM AND COKE
WILL BE FINE FOR
Now, RAMBUNNY.

/

NIRRT

A

NS

RS e

WHAT CAN T DO
YoU FOR, R.B.2 8

S0, WHAT
ARE. YOUR,

S| THE FUTURE, [}
7| RAMBUNNYZ

BEER FOR ME AND A
) RUM £ COKE FOR THE

Aw, HELL. I'LL GET
ON. ALWAYS HAVE,
e

+.LOOK,PRO, T KNow
WE HAD A FEW ROUGH
MOMENTS UP THERE ¢

ON THE. MOON WITH
ALEX,,.

i
e a

ITS OK, RAMBUNNY.
FORGET IT.

NAW, IT PON'T DO ANY GOQD TO LET THIS
KINDA THI|NG LIE. YoU AND ME HAD A
SERIQUS BLOW-OUT... HECK, T GOTTA ADM,
Yov PASTED ME. A GOOD ONE?/

PRO... YOUVE CHANGED A
LOT FROM THE GooFY LIL'
GUY You WERE FIVE, 51 x
4 YEARS AGO.

AN’ |T Took. ME
A WHILE TO
NOTICE THAT.

WHAT DO
You MEANZ2




YOURE...DIFFERENT. YOU GoT (T
TOGETHER NOW IN WAYS T WiSH
F COULD. MAYBE A LOTTA THATS
BECAUSE OF DAWN, 100NT KNOW.

WELL WE ALL
CHANGE, RIGHT 2

YEAH.,,

'ﬂ_

| BUT Look, WHAT HAPPENED

UP THERE DON'T HAVE TO
CHANGE YoL AN’ ME.

PRI =

I AINT GONNA APG‘LOGIZ}: FoR.
WANTING To KILL Atex ‘CAVSE
THA’I‘S WHAT HE DES‘ERVED

AN’ YOU AN' ME,

MAYBE. WE GOT
PIFFERENT WAYS
OF THINKIN",

BUT WE BeeN THPouGH

ToO MUCH TOGETHER.

TO SOWE THAT BY
“\BEATIN' ON EACH OTHER,,

s

I ACCEPT YOUR - - NOT
APOLOGY --BUT YOUR -
STATEMENT. CHEERS.

*{

¢ CAUTION IS THE

WATCHWORD...

_AND STEALTYY/
(o)

CAUTION ]

GREAT ScoTT/ RAMBUNNY AND THE
AMOEBAZ HOW DID THEY knvow HERR.
HEINOUS FREQUENTED THIS TAVERNZ

' m/ﬁﬁwf’

HEY? WHYN TCHA WATCcH WHERE]
yER GO/NC;‘ OUT OF My WA

b




~-You AN'ME. GOT SoME UNFINISHED |

BUSINESS, TINHEAD! T AIN'T FORGOT

THAT BEATIN You AND ALEX'S PALS
GAVE ME 7 %

; //

/4

(>N

HEY! THAT'S HERR HEINOUS /

WHERE THIS RAT /\((X 2

| B oisareeares 107 )| [\ 224
|

1M SORRrY, OK?\
I DIDN'T Kniow/
THE DARK ONE
2| WAS GAING TO
&) | ke kagaTE
KACTUS/ T DION'T

T

oK, HEINous, Any | & ‘
LAST WORDS BEFORE =1
] TTAKE A (4N o

o Z
PENER To YOUZ | L=

e s

= -

a) A A
A==

. s N
IWN&SJUSTINIT’FDR1HELﬂK%Ey
HE PROMISED! AND MAYBE. A (/77tE
REVENGE ! BUT T PION'T wanT ANYONE.
TO OIE ! THATS WHY T LEFT HIM/

iis T N { AREN'T YOU THE. SAME. HERR.
SRR S | HEINOLS WHO ONCE VOWED TO  §
; "EAT MY BRAIN"Z WHO TRIED —
TO KILL US ALL IN DRUDGELANDZA

(2

ALOT oF
THERAPY
LATELY,..

7 5

e A

.
¥,
4
7
J

HINHA2O-NK



e

YEAR RIGHT, |
YOUR, KIND
NEVER. CHANGES.

’f:- +

-t

3

kA

crom A

i g*

o

|.

lnmlllﬂ

33 |5 HE STRoNG,
sl HE SWNG i

TREAD

~
1 K

I'™M TRYING TO VISUAUZE

MY ISSUES, ALL RIGHT 2
H CAN T AT LEAST 8LY
YOU GUYS DRINKS, EVEN
UP THE SCORE. SOMEZ

g VIOLENCE
W, .\

PERHAPS THERES
BEEN ENOUGH

To DAY- ve
Z A

+hree

hovurs
loter...

HERE

LISTEN 8UD, HES GOT RADIDACTIVE

TAKE A (00K #9
_ OVERHEAD/

EI.CDDor
HEY THERRRE

“THERE GOES 7HE
SPIOER-MARANN/

1

(IR

911

(WAL ==
LR

kit

/)

b \N THE CHILILL OF HE M1gy T
JIAT THE SCENE OF 4 CRIME J.
LIKE A STREEAKK OF LiGHT
HE ARRIVES 43

JUST IN T1/MMEE /7 of

)

-
S

HA! YOURE. ALL

RIGHT FOR A

B DON'T... DON'T ATTACK My

& T T WAs ONCE THE SOVRN--
4 THE SOVERN ~-THE TOTAL RULER
OF DUTCHLAND? HOW’S THEM
APPLES, BAMRUNNY Z

GEOGRAPHICAL SKILLS! 1T
WAS FUDGELAND AL“ RIGHT,
ANDI... T WAS THE KING!

THOUGHT THAT WAS DRUDGELAND..

ON IN THE PooL ROOM./}

Z(NOBODY CHALLENGES ME
BUT MYSELF! ConNSIDER ]

SELF POOLED”




OCKET OR I'M A MONKEY’S UNCLE!

% THREE BALL IN THE CORNER. BT ] i e o et
P

"Iﬁl'!slrmluzl,tllllmﬂllwﬂw‘b.,.~.
I...T REQUIRE. PROOF OF YOUR ) . T

ANCESTRAL DESCENDENT'S
MONKEYHAOD, BY THE HOARY
Ho-rs OF HOGARTH/

EPISODE OF
AD NAVSEUM
COMING ON.

surk: T FEEL AN

ZHICZ BUT HES GoT
SOME- DEEP POCKETS!

R

L
et

-HUR.’Oh no, my helmet...

?lva BALL ;N" U | SO, WHAT HAVE
THE sSioEe e F 'EARNED,
PROME THELS -

)

GLAD TO SEE

YOURE. SOBER

ENOUGH TO

RECOGNIZE

AN OLD FRIEND,
PRO. _

WE OQUGHT
To TALK.
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BACK IN A —

MINUTE ,
RAMB UNN

W22 P72, |

\

YES, LET's TALK/
THAT'S WHAT
TAVERNS ARE FOR'

PSR D) B 71 g |

TWO BLACK COFFEES,
MY GooD MADAM.

THAT ALL RIGHT

q

I WAS CURIOUS [F YOUR.

PHYSIOLOGY LET You ENJoY
LIFE'S BASER PLEASURES.,
T SUPPOSE. HERE WE HAVE
AN ANSWER, EHZ

ENOUGH CHIT= CHAT.
j YOUVE GOT SoME
2| TALKING TO DO. 4

NOW |S THAT ANY
WAY TO TREAT A

MENTORZ SMOKE_-’? d ALL THAT.

CANCER AND

S
S\ A

, NS
THAT AND A
POUND OF
DYNAMITE.
FOR MY HEAD...

STOP THAT/ No MIND
GAMES TODAY/ CAN'T
YoU JUST GIVE ME A
STRAIGHT ANSWERZ

i

WHAT Do
You WANT
To KNOWZ

WELL,T.,. T...

T WANT To KNOW

WHY I CAN'T FEEL
LIKE T 7TRUST YoO.



AND HOW AM T ["L0OK, YouR MACHINATIONS ARE PARTLY WHY T DoNT|
5= | RESPONSIBLE FOR TRUST PEOPLE A WHOLE LOT IN THE F/RST PLACE/,

BE HELD FOR YOUR | | YOU &/ED AND PRETENDED _ N
PARANOIA . You WERE. SOME "INNER
GODS.” YoU L/ED THAT
YOU WERE. MACABRE.

| You UED WHEN—

WHAT YOU CALL LYING,

YOUR FRIENDS WOULD YOU__THAT-_ -
T CALL "SEASONING.”

NOT HAVE SURVIVED
THE DARK ONE.
WITHOUT THE
KNOWLEDGE r

H GAVE YOU. THAT

i EXPERIENCE. HELPED

ISUZU DYING WAS
AN EXPERIENCEZ ?>
ONE OF OUR SUPPOSED
FRIENDS TRYING To KILL
US WAS AN EXPER/IENCE 2
e =
m

,,;'—’ ."’/

DON'T QUESTION ME,
PROMETHEVS. T HAVE
LIWVED A THOUSAND OF
YourR LIFETIMES.

How DARE You _ ; ,
BREAK MY UFE THOSE THINGS THE DARK

DOWN [NTO A - ONE DID WEREN'T JUST

SERIES OF ' EXPERIENCES, DAMN [T...

CHARACTER-BUILDING S v
VIGNETTES/

| POPPING: IN_EVERY ONCE [P
4 [N A WHILE 1O TELL [ 4]
ME How I'VE "GROWwW.




STAY Ou7 OF MY LIFE,

THIS IS My UFE
Now, AND ONLY
T WILL LWVE [T,

JACOB POTTER, T DoN'T
NEED YOUR “HELP.,” T DON'T
WANT IT. T DoNT CARE

WHAT YouR AGENDA |S

ZA,

ALL, SIR. T WAS

APPARENTLV...
JUST LEAVING.

REJECTING ME, PRO.
T CouLD HAVE BeeN
A VALUABLE ALLY.

YoU WiLL REGRET TRUST ME. ON THIS MUCH...
ETERNITY IS A LONG TIME
-To LIVE. DOWN THE

WRONG DECISION.

THOSE FANS JUST
DON'T TAKE. “Na”
FOR. AN ANSWER,

DO THeYZ

WHAT D THIS
ONE. WANT, AN
ENDORSEMENT
OR SOMETHING J8

7
N
e e i

THE COLD
WORKING WONDERS,

... YOU THINK HEINovS
wiLL BE OK WHERE
WE LeFT HIMZ-

WY




SOMEONE'S GOTTA CLEA
THAT WASHROOM SOMETIME.,..
I SURE AS HECK WASN'T
GONNA MoVE. HIM/!

ez

T RECKON HE

WOULDN'T MIND,

ISLZL ALWAYS WAS AN OPTWMIST
ABOUT THE POTENTIAL FOR GOOD
IN Foks. T ALWAYS KINDA ADMIRED

QUITe SWALLOW IT MYSELFE.

‘ = 5 %
. =
4d' =
—— ;
—_— .
. A RA
N

THAT, MAYBE CALSE T JUST cAaN'T R IS

AND FOR ONE.
—— | BRIEF MOMENT,
~ _ WE MATTERED.

...NOTHING,
RAMBUNNY.

N FUNNY HOW THINGS
\:If..f TRATN WORKED OUT,,.
QY7 /i _

h—.*“—-—-_

——

B
WHAT wouLp 1suzJ
HAVE. MADE. OF YOU AND
T SITTING AROUND IN
A BAR ALL AFTERNOON
WITH ONE OF QUR.
GREATEST FOES'.l_j

~

{
~
NS
T~

=

N DO YOU THINK [F...|F [SUzU
HADN'T DIED, WOULD THE

P SQUADRON BE. CARRYING

' ON LIKE BEFORE %+

Jd A TeEAM AN'T ONE MAN— /T
. WASNT ME, IT WASN'T ISu20.

BN SOMETIMES TS JUST AN
" IDEA PEOPLE GET BEHIND.

~

.
LI

ll NOTHING AT




T

...I%7 CHATEAU O'YQUEM.
MY FINAL BOTTLE. REEN
SAVING IT FOR A SPECIAL
OCCASION INDEED.

/ ”-'K\ ‘ %
- \

THAT WHY
YoU SHAVED

THE BEARDZ-

(.., AND, ARACTICALLY, NO FRIENDS
|'D RATHER. SHARE IT WITH,
GENTLEMEN:... AVD LADY, oF COURSE!

R LRSS, S e |

St

LSRN N

~amas

o ——

&

8

HEY, WAIT! GUYS, WE CoULD JUST
| DO THE SQUADRON ON WEEKENOS!
| EVERY OTHER SUNDAY/ ONE TUESDAY
A MoNTH!/ CoME On/

To A GROUP OF PEOPLE |

... NOT ToO GooD .
WHO WEREN'T AFRAID TO

WITH THIS KIND

OF THING,,, JFIGHT THE GO FiGHT--
7 I
; l /
oK, How's I | \ & j
THIS \@\ | |
X \ |
D /A7
= ( | NSA N
by SR
— “
a_‘ H .
(=15 - 1y
%‘;‘" k) L]

;| WHO BALANCED PAYING
BILLS, HAVING LIVES AND
HAVING FUN, WHILE. STILL
MANAGING TO TOSS THE

ASBESTOS MUSHROOM BACK

IN JAIL EVERY 2.4 MONTHS

ON THE AVERAGE .

PRO, T THINK YoU —
SHOULD DO THE HONORS.
7\ A ToAST, IF You WILLT_—J

[

TO THE ALL-SPONGY
SQUADRON, WHOSE.

NAME, T CONFESS,
MIGHT HAVE BEEN A
LITTLE STUPID, BUT
WHOSE. PURPOSES

—/\ WERE NEVER LESS

THAN NoBLE,




... TO THOSE WHOW MANSLAVGHTER, Y8l To HANK,
DIDN'T MAKE IT : ) THE VISITOR FROM WHERE\/ER
s : ANOTHER WORLD..

To FOUR PEDOPLE T
AM PROUD TO CALL MY
FRIENDS, PROUD TO CALY
MY CoMRADES, AND PRoUD
To CALL HEROES...

AND TO /SU2U,
WHO TAUGHT
US PATIENCE,
HONOR, AND
COouRAGE.

S — . 4-7-‘ {
e

O A
K D\
2 A ] - =
ToLD You IT T DION'T KNOW HOW BIG... Y/
AR WE Fvs WAS A GooD ‘ — | HOW CoLD AND ECHOEY THIS ,%

VINTAGE, 7 —| PLACE WOULD BECOME.
: ‘w’ITHOOT ALL CF US HERE

T

THAT REFRESHES !

<\\\\“\

%\T\\\
i —

X

S

£ S‘TILL. WISH I CoulD .
HAVE. THOSE BATHRoOM ,’
FIX’TURES .THEY ARE SWHN’K’ )

EVERYOMF_ HAVE.
WHAT THEY NEED? I




T NEVER-THOUGHT I'D SAY
IT, BUT PART OF ME. IS
GOING TO Miss LIVING
(N A CAVE.

You HAVE
THE “Lock,”
RAMBUNNY Z

HOLD YouR Wi
HORSES. THIS K
AINT NO

AMOERAMOBILE
I'M LIFTINY

< e
L,
i
te . ; ®
L )
2 pe -
* L}

T ALWAYS SAY you
JUST CANT BEAT
THESE MODERN
SEWRITY SYSTEMS.

YEAH, T GUESS T OUGHTA [l
HEAD on, Too. LATER!

A  AND REMEMBER: THE.
N UNDERWEAR ALwAYS
' GOES ON THE oUTS/IOE,
il GANG! A T\P, FRoM
SUPERHEROING 10].

N OF COURSE, WELL
\ A HAVE. TO Look You
1 UP IF WE EVER.
) NEED TO GET BAcK

)
v

N

I SUPPOSE THAT's MY CUE,
Too. YOU TAKE CARE OF

YOURSELVES, OUT ON THE RoAD

HEY, SPIF, WERE.
W SUPERHEROES.
WERE INVINCIBLE !




AN

by
\‘\

\\

T

S

%
)
"

\y

) NICE. ... THANKS FOR.
| DOING THIS, DAWN.

BEING WITHYoU IS |
NEVER DULL, PRO.
YouVe GIVEN ME MORE

ADVENTURES THAN T
THOUGHT POSSIBLE.

Y '

TLL STICK
A RoUND

T THINK BOREDOM
IS THE LAST THING
WELL HAVE To

WORRY ABOUT.

T

Y

DAWN, IF MY LIFE SO
FAR IS ANY INDICATION,

WAND THEY ALL UVED }
ADVENTURQUSLY EVER
AFTER EH?

ocT. 1990
— FEG. /¥ ,199%




THE UFO CHECKLIST

The United Fanzine Organization is a group of self-publishers R,
dedicated to creating high-quality small press comics. Here's a list of < { Fﬂ-—
our latest releases as of October 1997. For information on the UFQO,
contact our current chairman: Bob Elinskas, 1805 Girard St., Utica,

NY 13501

his neck in them! But the

government wants all the

VISIT THE UFO ON THE WEB! http://www.geocities.com/SoHo/3018
AXEL -n- ALEX #3: Alex
Robinson was an ordinary

@;@\/ boy... until the mysterious

_ 7 &*{ robot Axel became a part
P V| of his life. Their

™ adventures have just

begun, but when the U.S. government

becomes involved, will Axel and Alex be

separated forever? Featuring a quintet of

surprise guest-stars! 28 pages, $1.50 from ;,

Terry Flippo, 205 Breezewood Court, Mt.
Airy, MD 21771

CIRCLE WEAVE #4:

#d Tensions mount between

A/ the wizard Morrim, his

g apprentice Rowan, and
““E their allies in the Poguen

Order. Meanwhile, the

sinister Cruet Forx and his bounty hunters

close in for the kill! A sweeping epic of

science and sorcery! 32 pages, $2.00 from

Matt Kelleigh, 1562 E. Olive Way #304,

Seattle, WA 98102

RS2

RHINO BYTES #2:
Small-town superheroes F-
Man and Rhino Boy just
want to relax and pig out at
their favorite pizza parlor.
A couple of would-be

O~
terrorists have other ideas, and the result
is the wildest food-fight since Animal
House! 36 pages, color cover, $2.00 from

Denny Stephens, P.O. Box 716,
Ortonville, MI 48462

RONNIE & DAVID #17: David Friar,
aka Hyperspace, thought he was the only
superhuman in the world - now he's up to

free agents eliminated, and
the powerhouse named
Kane is just the man for
(] the job! 12 pages, 75¢

from Rich Watson, 172-32
133rd Avenue Apt. 11A, Jamaica, NY
11434

g4 SOUTHERN FRIED #2:
NG ' Summer of 75" looks back
3 at the joys and anxieties of

9 adolescence. From football,

comic books, and rock 'n

roll to bullies, family

squabbles, and being chased by the cops!

Full of honesty and emotion. 20 pages,

$1.00 from Jerry Smith, P.O. Box 2620,

E. Peoria, IL 61611

STEPPENWOLF
CHRONICLES#2: Ina
futuristic world,
mastermind Roland

Steppenwolf seeks absolute
" power! But when his own
allies betray him, his arch-foe Albion may
hold his only chance for survival! 24

pages, $1.00 from Byron Black, P.O. Box
19501, Fort Wayne, IN 46899

TETRAGRAMMATON
FRAGMENTS: The official newsletter of

the UFO, with news, reviews, and

commentary from our talented members,

For a sample issue, send $2.00 to
Chairman Bob Elinskas, 1805 Girard St.,

Utica, NY 13501



Protoplasm Press Bibliography
Prometheus #1, 2 (unpublished, 1986)

Prometheus #3-6 (out-of-print, 1987-1990, reprinted as Amoeba Adventures: Only A Man in 1995)

Amoeba Adventures #1-27 (November 1990-March 1998)

One-Celled Tales #1 (sketches)

Prometheus Saves The Earth? #1 (anthology, Nik, Ink, Feazell, Hoover, Pitts, Kaye)
Prometheus: The Silent Storm #1 (jam comic, Nik/Allen, Hurley, Ink, Lumley, Hoover, Gray)
The Amoeba Art of Max Ink #1 (sketches)

Dr. Phlegm #1 (Dirga/Ink)

Spif #1 (Troy Hickman, Max, Nik)

Amoeba Adventures: Only A Man (reprints)

Amoeba Adventures Fifth Anniversary Special (pinups, essays, various)

Rambunny #1 (Dirga/Gravelle)

Zine #0, small press reviewzine preview, 1992

Zine #1, small press reviewzine, 1992

Imitation Crabmeat #1, out-of-print, 1991.

Imitation Crabmeat #2, out-of-print, 1992.

Jip Book One, newspaper strip reprints from The Daily Mississippian, 1993
Jip Book Two, newspaper strip reprints from The Daily Mississippian, 1994
Spongehead #1, essays, 1994

Chiaroscuro #1, various comics, 1995

Spatula Forum, essays, 1997

work or appearances in other hooks by other publishers*

Anything For a Cheap Laugh Collection, illos by Max, Nik (Avernus Comics)

Burp Boy & Upchuck The Dog Wonder Show #4, Raoul cameo (Scott McClung)

Carpal Tunnel Syndrome, jam comic, art & script contributions by Nik (SPS)

Cerebus #181, illo by Max (Aardvark-Vanheim)

Comic Book Publisher #5, cover, interview (Sketchbook lllustrations)

Comicist #19, cover (Rocket Graphics, Jim Pack)

Comics Code lllustrated #1, illo by Max (Not Available Comics)

Dead Fundamentalists #1, 2-page Rambunny story by Nik (Yendie Boox)

Energons #41, cover by Nik (Sherman Burnett)

Futuro Tierra #23, back-up story written by Nik (Tony Lorenz)

The Last Good Guy #6, guest-written by Nik (John Kline)

Made-Up Stuff (Is Stranger Than Fiction) #1, illo by Nik (Avernus
Comics)

Mister Midnite Special #3, Asbestos Mushroom appearance (Allied
Comics)

Mister Midnite 5th Anniversary Special, illo by Nik (Allied Comics)
Rap Sheet #36, #53, covers (SPS newsletter)

Rap Sheet #50, “Too Many Heroes” 3-pg. Prometheus story, Nik/Max
(SPS)

Rib #6, illo by Nik (AMF Comics)

Self-Publisher! Volume 2, #5, cover by Nik (Dimestore Publications)
Small Press Feedback #24 cover, interview (Allied Comics)

Small Press Report #10, cover by Nik (Avalon Publications)

Small Press Swimsuit Special, illo by Max (Allied Comics)

Sparky The Dog All-Star 5th Anniversary Jam , illo by Nik (Pam
Bliss)

Tetragrammaton Fragments #129, 147, 156, covers (UFO)
Tetragrammaton Fragments #133 (“Rambunny Vs. Powerwus” 8 pg.
story, Dirga & Jason Marcy)

Untold Tales of Powerwus #1, reprints story from TF #133.
Powerwus vs. Dark One in new story. (Jason Marcy)

The Web Line #44, cover, interview (Scott Davis)

1993 Small Press Syndicate “Syndie” Awards, Prometheus cameo
(J. Kevin Carrier)

“does not include Max Ink's non-Amoeba Adventures artwork.




SPECIAL 2020 BONUS SEGTION

In between #24 and #25 of Amoeba Adventures | packed up stakes and moved
away from my college town in Mississippi and back to my homeland in California. |
got a reporter job at a tiny Central Valley newspaper and eventually finally
managed to get the last three issues of Amoeba Adventures out, drawing #25 and
26 with Max Ink and #27 by myself (for the first time since #13!). In those dark pre-
email days, to let people know you changed your address you mailed out
postcards. The ones | sent out in 1997 featured the artwork above.



1997 YEAR-END SPECTACULAR!

Joe Bagdon's Comic Book Publisher
featured Amoeba Adventures on the
cover of #5 and an interview with me.

Before life got in the way, | had thought
about continuing Amoeba Adventures
beyond #27, and here | share some of the
thoughts for the stories that never were.

It's an interesting peek at what might've
been, but after 8 very busy years in small

UEREE TRADING CARDS

parody aspect to things got swallowed up
by other ideas | had. | guess now it's a
quasi-superhero/slice-of-life/numor/com-
edy/drama/epic kinda thing, whatever the
hell that means.

You'’ve published some one-shot
books, mainly characters from AA. Do
you plan on publishing any other
books, either of AA characters or dif-
ferent titles altogether?

| have put out, in collaboration with oth-
ers, solo books for Rambunny and Spif.
Unfortunately, through delays, mostly my
own, both these books came out years
after they were begun, and I've decided
to focus on the regular AA book for now.
Now that I'm nearing #30, which is almost
unheard of in Small Press, | want to keep
it coming as often as possible.

You've just released AA #25, which is
part 6 of an 8-part Dark Ages story arc.
Once this story arc is concluded,
where does AA go from here?

Well, by the time this comes out | should
be about to put out AA #26, the climax to
The Dark Ages. #27 should follow pretty
quickly thereafter — the 24-page epi-
logue to The Dark Ages, it's also the first
issue I've penciled since #13. What Hap-
pened Next ties up a ton of loose ends
from the past three years of AA stories
and clears the stage for the next series of
events.

Then, starting with Amoeba #28, for
the first time in years and years I'll be
telling a story without a lot of excess
baggage and I'm having a blast planning
it. Without giving too much away, #28
takes place a year or so after #27 and
catches up with Pro (Prometheus) and

press, | was totally burnt out.

dromeda, a city located about where
Seattle is on our Earth. They're attempt-
ing to lead the so-called “normal life”, but
as so often happens in the world of
comics, they've got a few obstacles to get
around.

I'll be introducing some interesting
new cast members, including An-
dromeda’s resident superhero, Mister
100, who becomes Pro’s good friend, and
a mysterious fellow named Gan who's
going to surprise a lot of people. And the
old cast members — Spif, Rambunny,
and Ninja Ant will be popping in now an
again.

I've also been talking to Jason Marcy
about having his lout of a hero Power-
wus guest-star for an issue. And starting
in #28 there'll be a storyline where we
meet some of Dawn'’s family and learn a
little something about her past.

I'm hoping to do a lot of character
exploration in the AA issues leading up to
#30, while still keeping it full of enough
humor and action to make it more than
“the comic of conversations”. There re-
ally won't be so much of the galaxy-
spanning cosmic angst that dominated
The Dark Ages, fun as that sometimes is.

You gave up the drawing aspect of
producing AA and eventually “hired”
Max Ink as your regular artist, why?

| didn't so much “hire” Max as we began
collaborating together. | simply, after a
dozen issues or so, got burned out on the
art end of things and that really slowed
down my productivity. Max and | previ-
ously worked together on several books
— Prometheus: Silent Storm, Dr.
Phlegm, and an issue of AA or two, and
we hit it off creatively. | think now, |

Dawn in their new hometown of An- might've quit AA entirely around #14 or
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Original cover concept sketch for #27 by Max Ink, which | later rendered for the
final cover.
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THE GLAIL A\\\ a ' WD ON) Occasionally in Amoeba
ol —r [~ Adventures other superhero

' XQ@/ / \.\‘ e ey ST teams were mentioned as
iy, /// e J“”"’\ -\ existing in their world, like
, // ' \\ T s f ' ! Omega Star and the Flying
s Sy ¢ = Dutchmen. They never quite
appeared in the comic, but | did

WECHA- \ ‘ . )
CHIRuANUA \ : scribble a few ideas.

C 0 ]
o \ Members of the teams might've
/ { O’ included The Quail, Battlin'
/ -4, -Squid, Mecha-Chihuahua, Glass
i Aloa g Lass, Human Radio, and
Y Hind i possibly the most politically
v incorrect superhero | ever
/ * imagined, Invisible Blind Man.
A . Owch.

, CAPTAIN) Ap = 10
! RockE

INVISIBIE BLINOMAN
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