Late Night With David Letterman?

Yol
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/ \ADVENTURES"

| T KIDS, HAVE WE GOT A
' SHOW FOR You/ MY
GUESTS ARE THE
ALL-SPONGY SQUADRON...
AND TONIGHT WERE
\(SONNA MAKE TELEVISION
SQURNMZ

J

//
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MR.| |PROMETHEUS| [NINJA [<PARATE
THE BOY COCKROACH| |SPIF L-—‘_) ANT KACTUS

A fter the final battle with Agnus Dei and the tragic death of Manslaughter, the All-Spongy
Squadron decided it was time for a break. Ninja Ant and Karate Kactus took the opportunity to make
a visit to their homeland, Japan, while Rambunny, Prometheus, and Mr. Spif did some catching up
with the concept of relaxation. Of course, it didn't last, as Pro and Rambunny stumbled across a bank
robbery by the Gorilla Gang, lead by King Krong, that'd been terrorizing Spongopolis. They had the
apes on the ropes until the untimely arrival of the mysterious Raoul the Boy Cockroach, who so
disrupted affairs that the gorillas escaped, leaving the guys with more than enough humiliation to go
around.

When they returned to Headquarters; through means they haven't even figured out yet, Raoul got
himself elected onto the team, and while Rambunny indoctrinated him into the secretive cult of
superheroism, Prometheus went to relax at a nearby coffee shop. There he met a kindly priest who
helped him work out some of the things that'd been troubling him. Upon returning to HQ, Pro found
Rambunny, Raoul, and Spif forming a battle plan to “nail those apes once and for all.” Then came the
final showdown with the Gorilla Gang, at the Spongolopolis Savings and Loan building. Although
King Krong's treachery nearly cost the guys their lives, Prometheus still managed to track down Krong
and save the day.

So now it's apparently time to relax again. Well, think again, because an old foe of the Squadron is
planning some mischief for them, while in Japan, Ninja Ant and Karate Kactus' vacation isn't working
out the way they'd like it...

AMOEBA ADVENTURES #5 December, 1991. Published every three months or so by Protoplasm
Press, PO Box 2230, University, MS, 38677. AMOEBA ADVENTURES, Prometheus the Protoplasm,
and all other characters herein (with the exception of David Letterman and Paul Shaffer) are C 1991
Nik Dirga. All rights reserved.




“MUSHROOM WAR JOURNAL
ENTRY #30046: SQUATTED

DOWN IN THE HEART OF
SPONGOPOLIS LIKE SOME
PLOATED TOAD LIES MY £
TARGET... THE HEADQUARTIRS Fe—
OF THE ALL=SPONGY
saUADRON v

“SCON 777’0SC PUNKS
WILL = DUST ON

THE WIND AND | 'LL
BE VINDICATED IN ¢
THE HOT ASHES OF

THE—IFZ DEMISE ! )

1S,
[Ts GR54T To BE
ONE oz: THE BAD GUYS s

\\\\\‘

If‘

‘,:}Tt\\@.\\ V%

i







S-SOMEHOW, \ DIDN'T THINK

FFA,
SPIII I'D NEED To BRING AN AJR-

You S4B YoU
WANTED A
RIDE To THE

YEAH - THIS BATTLE ARMAR.
HANDLES LIKE A DREAM/

[ IMAGINE |T'LL CaME [N

HANDY AGAINST THE
CHARACTERS WE TEND

TO GET MIXED UP WITH!
A

R

= V 2 ,' i - : E i l&
JEEPERS! THAT SURE ) ((HMM--FUNNY,!T ALMCST LOOKS LIKE...
IS A BIG BLAZE CVER
— W

| ‘ ﬁt"‘- Tt b
s Citieg )
Er e

s AN INTERESTING
5AST, PROMETHEUS

AH...S0,IT SOUMDS LIKE YOU'RE
IN A BETTER STATE OF MIND,

| I
HERE'S TO W!
GIRLS WIHO WENT
TO OUR REDS.”

MORE SURE OF
MYSELE YOU KNOW<

OMET 'EUS/

/P 5 N DERE'S
THI, =

SUMm - p

FATHER, PROMETHEUS SAID HE
HAD TA RUN --DAT Yau'D
UNDERSTAND.

[ QUITE ALL RIGHT,
AL, QUITE ALL 4

£

ASIT SA\’S
IN THE GaoD




1A PRUDENT” MAN
ISEES DANGER AND
TAKES REFUGE,
BUT THE SIMPLE
KEEP GOING AND
SUFER FOR IT.”

//’;"
/‘g 2

4

MAY! THIS MotTenN
MASS OF CRCUITRY
AND PLASTIQUE - THA
IT WAS A BOMA.

o
)

[O/k;rk; FINDINGS AGRV ; 13 “\e

WITH YoURS RAMBUNNY - ) 2 i} ; iy i

A BOMB DID 1IN YOUR 4 47 2B } ) LIKE WEVE MADE
. ANY ENEM/ES,

TINKERTOY, KRONG,
HERR HEINOUS... [T
CouLD BE ANYONE,

VVE CHECKED AROOND... GREAR 0w Do
MY EQUIPMENT IN THE ‘fﬁ%ﬁ%’g@g;
ol L E PENGUIN
BASEMENT MADE [T, BACK INTO THE FIRE| £
CHIEF WHEN THE | @
REVERSOTRANS ZAFPER
WAS LOST IN ™E FIREY §




I'M CRIPPLED FOR

WY LEsS/ MY KNEES/ \) .

LIFEL )% %
i

THINK THIS
PLACE IS FAR
ENOUGH ouUT

= - . o
CUTE. LATE-SLEAZE DECOR

JVEO-JUNKISM, EH?Z

WITH JUST A ToucH of

ALL RIGHT... | NEED
TO ONLEASH MY

TESTOSTERONE AR,

R




KARATE KACTUS...AND

. 4} , HE CONVINCED ME. TO L
SINCE BEFORE WE FogMED , 11 , | KEEP ON GOING WHEN 4. . .

THE %bFOROM

nnnl

- WAY, 1T SEENS] | 'HEY PRO, HEY ' %RAOUL WDID You
LIKE YESTERDAY. | ‘\ WOULDN'T - '

BUT THE oD DAYS l

ARE GONE, AND
THEY'RE BETTER

1

AL

MUSHKOOM THE
FIRST FOE WE
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“I THINK | KNOWg ENTRY 430052 |
WHO OUR MAD S| e PUNKS UIVE.

A

BOMBER 1S 7”

BLEW [T, NOTHING, | REPEAT,
NOTHING BEATS THE
CRISP SMELL OF A FRESHLY I
O/ ED YS MAGNUM ! AHl... §
. =

? 2

(TS TIME TO
GET.. .- PHY'S/ICAL. .

MUST 1RON MY
| FATIGUES. -END

HELL0? YES, THIS
IS HE. ...REALLY?
YourRe JOKING!

TONIGHT T UH, | :
GUESS THATS OK... OK, WE L. BE. THERE..

WEL, THANK You/ HANKS ! "BYE/
...FOUR OF US, YES. i p

%

SN
&

NN\

AR AA A E AR R TS

#@\N\\\\N

AN NI




GUYS, YoU wWON'T BELIEUE THIS...8UT %ﬂ}
FOMIGHT WE'RE GOING T BE On

LATE NIGHT WI7H DAVID
LETTERMANS

PEE-WEE HERMAN
CANCELLED.

WE CANT AFFORD THE SRR
CHANCE THAT CIVILIANS Jy ’

RT 7 %
..... \\\/ ,

CONSIDERING- THAT
A HoMICIDAL FUNGUS
MAY VERY WELLRE

1 |OUT FOR OUR

| |SKINS, GOING ONl
NATIONAL TU MAY

NO NO NO NO NO NO NONONI [~mc On, RAMBUNNY...OO You
O N6 NO NO No NO NI |REALLY THINK THE. SHRooM
WOULD BE SO STUPIDZ AND
ANYwAY, ¢

“BUT CON'T BLAME ME IF

THE ROOF AALLS IN/? DTy SRR | - DAAAVID LETTERMANT
e S ..KegP I T TO YOURSELF.
/' FOR THOSE OF YouU WHO
g@f}fﬁgffg s, OIDN T KNOW, TON/GHT
ILLBE YOUR HOST THIS IS THE SHow. THATS
EVENING. IF THERE’'S RIGHT, NOT MERELY
ANVTH/NG | CAN DO TO A SHOW, THIS 1S
ENRICH YOUR TIME THE SHOW/
§ HERE TONIGHT... 72 ;
IT'S THE MAN WHO ¥

DOESN'T KNOW THE | &\ L =)
MEANING OF THE " @ ¢ 5§ Jé%? = 4
S e N :
M

= G % Z
d =
D > s
3 2,
y
34 =6 %
2 2 )
22 Q\‘/ /;I
4 ;. 4
7; _—— ‘” ~4
Z .f( {i‘@ 2




| KNOW, YouVeEN
GOT TO CATCH
YOUR BREATH Now)/
SO LET'S SAY HI

/i LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, MR. PAUL
SHAFFER? PAUL, ARE \YOU AS
REAapy AS / AM TO GREET

7 BOY OH BOY. JUST GLUE YOURSELF .
To THAT CHAIR, BECAUSE OUR
GUESTS TENIGHT ARE NOVE OTHER.

THAN THE ALL=SPONGY S@UA TO OUR FRIEND JONIGHT'S GUESTS? /(1T UST GETS BETTER
%// K7 ik ///////// e M D BETTER, DOESN'T I T2
=y HERE | THOUGHT NVOr4/mi
// 7 / \IZ Co0iD TOF OB o0k S
NS ' ONE \NDRD, T O DAVES QOSET" SHow!/,
v KIDS: 2 HEH-HEH! WELL,
ELvIs/ Y\/ ENOUGH [DIE

CHIT-CHAT / LETS
BRING OUT cUR

o ABNE/RST GUEST...
£ AR

FIRST HE WAS DEAD, THEN HE WAS CLONED,
AND Mow HE'S BEEN REINCARNATED AS ASIX.

Foo MUSKRAT/ FOLKS, A BiG HAND foR THE KiNg,

AH LUV YELY, BAT ELVIS
AR REALY o/ PRESLE v/

SAY, RAMBUNNY, <1
ARE Yoo MERVaLS

A

MUSHROOM WAR. JOURNAL
WCNTRY #30079: THE

PUNKS ARE STUPIDER THAN|
| THOUGHT. Now 1 cAN
HAVE MY VENGEANCE ON

N-NERvous? HEU No!

[TS NoO Bi& DEAL/

WHATS A FEW ™M) LLoN
VIEWERS? :
',“ Z 7

NO... NOT X
REALLY. 1T §§
MAY NOT 53
HAVE £VEN [




77777 ; 7D HERE THEY ARE... SPONGCPOLS | SELF -

PROCLAIMED DEFEMDERS , AND A SWELL

N
N
N
N
N
N
N

b /; ; ':—’ . Z2b \u ) .‘ A‘)
ZAND THIS ISN'T EVEN — (<o y
F WHAT'S THIS ABOOT

e OF 0 R bUR HEADQUARTERS

(JELL,DAVE, NH\U 9 | (25106 BLown TO BITS,
ANT AND KARATE Y — e
KACTUS ARE INJAPAN, }‘ ; '

A ZaL % \: t i o £
1L TEW_YA,DAVE/ | FRov, ISN'T THAT W SeRouscY, || welL, DAVE, WHILE SOME OF
WE THINK THAT || ous7Tume A B owW—-AREN'T| |GUR ILK FIND THAT STYLE UERY
BRI Cnc sl 10, ST S| R e SRS o o

Y 7 7 B ING SOME| [FIND THAT T CONTRIRUTES TO
THIS NEFARIOUS DEEDZ UMION RUE BY | | A HIGH STERILITY RATE...




WHOO/ BOY, THAT GIVES ME
COLD CHILLS JSUST THINKIN
ABOUT IT/ NOW, How ABOUT
HIS MUSHR, PRO 2

il

THE SHROOM'S PRETTY MESSED
UP, DAVE - A REAL. SCHIzO
PARANOID FREAK/ BT 2

00

THEN AGAIN, WHAT DO
YOL EXPECT FROM A
THAT LOOKS LIKE
X A GIANT PHALLIC
SYMBOLR

2k

THE AMOERA LOVERS
Are DEAD) 1.
DISEMBAJEL YoU WITH )
MY TEETH/ ==

~

MUSHRCOM ROBOT
BURSTING THROUGH

1 REAUY CAN'T BELIEVE
[ JUST SAID THAT.

NOw THAT'S
JARN RUDE!

PN

el N ; S
iz Y

(L BASTE
YoUR SALEEN
IN A LIGHT

CREAM SAUCE Y/,

= .
\9"
/e

SNA

[UH, RAMBUNNY, THIS 1S A
REALLY GOOD TIME TO

{ £103

HOLY HOROKEN!
TA/S LOOKS LIKE
A JOR For RAOUL!

P OUT OF THIS.
1 "‘;‘W / y

HIS COSTUME |
UNCER HIS




DESPERATE TIMES CALL
FOR DESPERATE ME:AuRES.“ /

: S0, RAMBuNNY,
| HEAR THE SHRAOM

SAID YOURE A DemMocrAT!Y

o2y one 7 TWo/ A ONE
v, g0 é; MZM‘

AT G
S SATISFAST! ON--

SHROOM, | WAS UNDER TH
IMPRESSION YOUD LEARNED
YOUR LESSON LAS7™ TIME

UNF - ~URG-- = LOOK
LIKE ITS TIMETO
USE MY ASTONISHING
> 33 HYPNO-ROACH POWERS
\=—W TO CotrcE THIS

}))\ FUNGOID FIEND To

jom

GREAT scor7/ HE'S
MADE OF ROACHONITE,
THE ONE SUBSTANCE
'M VOLNERABLE TO.Z

CRAETOT B S

SIX-£00T RABBIT CRASH
INTO HIS STUDIO/




BEG FOR MERCY A
] WON'T CBVECT.

A

W

HOLD I, FUNGUS:

K

IS AT AN eNp!_#

K 4

HOWEVER, IF Y0J SHOULD %
CHOOSE TO GROVE(. AND <

THE. TIME FOR RANOOM,
SENSELESS VIOLENCE /

AZ)

“3‘ I'T WON'T KEEP ME FROM
2 FILETING YoU ,0fF CARSE.

FCBUT | WOULDN'T BE A

\j CONSCIENTTOUS BAD GUY
\F I DIDN'T AsKk...

—_

8’!, v/'

> : : - >
IDN'T BRING- AAY, L P~ /{/Zﬁ
[T —m 2] |RIP YOUR. NOSE //4/// —

I'VE GOT A SHARPY |OFF AND... WAIT, ., =
PENCIL YOU CAN /| |You DON'T HAVE o =
£ : / y =

B &, =

| =

: N =

1/ 1P0H, 0K, YOU R
CALLINGME A
PHALLIC syMBOL/

-

ZAH-HEHL
CAN'T WE DIscuss
THIS OVER LUNCH




JOB MARKET 2

ANYBODY. FoR

SAUTEED L EMM

MUSHROOM R AT “IM7
i It il % /’LL. TAKE
T HIM ON/

THIS IS SO 4
DEGRADING . £ [

) i'

GLAD TO <EEE | WAS
SUCH AN |INTEGRAL_
FACTOR HERE TODAY,

3SIGH S WHAT CALL IS THERE
For A PARAPLEGIC. ROBOT
IN ToDAY S COMPETITIVE

oozg
BY PLAYING HOSTAGE, v/

[NOT BAD AT ALL, ONCE U
GOT OVER THAT STAGE FRIGHT!,

NOW CAN You SEE
THIS STUFF ON
LENO'S SHow 2 |

WASN'T STAGE
FRIGHT/ | WAS...

SGULP/L ER-~ |
BLAME |T ALLON
A ROTTEN

CHILDHOOD /

et

[AND WoULD Y00 BELIEVE TRHERE'S
MORE 1O cOME2 WE’'RE GONNA

53?667‘ IT/|PAUSE FOR A COMMERCIAL WHILE.
ECK, NBC

BOY, MR. LETTERMANY
['M REAL SORRY
AROUT ALL THIS..




OON ' Y 3

FRIGHT, RAMNN‘/‘ o

/
HANKS AGAIN YR 2 AND | EVEN KNOW ] §

WORK OUT.

ave N RN 1,0 croros! ez ME,DAVE/ WAIT/ AGAIN ST
i - = CAN | TALK TO REGULATIONS,
OME. AGAIN AT WAK S / 2
UNYTIME, Guvs. \| STAGE T JusT pon Tl | HIM ALONE For e
SHAME ABOUT NERIGHT/}| (TN (T | F L MOMENT 2
THAT ST7AGE

WHOA - - EXCUSE

SORRY, THAT

DONUTS IN

THE GREEN RoaM! |

| DON'T KNOW WHAT HAPPENED §
TO MAKE YOU WANT TO KILL
ME. MAYBE YoU JUST wbke UP
ON THE WRONG SIDE OF THE
BED ONE DAY, | DON'T KNow,

4

BUT IT'S GoT
T END.

=

BOT WHATS THE MEANING R
DOES, ONVE. OF US HAVE TO

D/E SOMEDAY TO PROVE SOME,
STUPID MACHO PosmnT 2

DON'T JoU SEE How EMPTY |
IT IS, HOW POINTLESS Z

SURE, MAYBE ONE DAY Yhu'LL
KILL ME. MAYBE I'LL KILL You.

“MUSHROOM WAR. JOURNAL
ENTRY 430092 : IN APTIVITY
AGAIN. THEY HAD TO RESORT
TO BASE TRICKERY TO DO IT.
THE AMOEBA TRIED TO il
BRAIMWASH ME, BUT FAILED.

LL RIGHT. ALL RIGHT.
SUBJECT YOURSEL £ 7O THIS
DAILY CRUCIFIXION OF HERA-
BASHES-VILLAIN, UILLAIN -

BASHES -HERO.




JUST BAVE ME
oUT OF IT.

WV AT LEAST THE NEW SPIFPLANE
SURUIVED THE BOMB-- HANDIES s
GREAT, oo/

= =

—GJHAT DOES THIS BIG
RED BUTTON DA, SPIfF 2 %

AN

AR AR RN
NN \\\\
P

AR

Y'KNOW , THIS “MAKE.
RAMBUNNY FALL ON
EVERYOE BIT HAS
GOTTEN REAL QLD
REAL FAST. >

SPIF, CAN [GET
You T0 DRop ME

AFRAID WE WeNT
MAKe IT BACK WITH
THE “BOY BLUNDER”
COPILOTINGR

7z
=] .

4"

&




Z(NICE Pm@% 7’////6////

: /
ZAH...1 WISH THEY &

You HAVE POWEEF

Yy’ ' / MAYEE T00 MU

WOULDN'T BU2Z THE 7 SO FOR THE(R

PEDESTRIANS LIKE THAT, / D f— %/ QU G004

—~ THOUGH Z X/ P WHAT DISTURBS You <7
) q

f !

R rs|/ 8 1

D

'/
.
7
/

AN

$ eorga |
i ®~

W o ‘ g '/ [ S

w “HEY, | GoT THATY) /PuT 1T N

/’ L 2/l GOYS wiG/ BACK,

g
/ 1\ 5 T : A RAGUL . ..
IO =5 0O S Hgis

| GUESs |

\'M JUST T/RED OF HAVINGY I PERHAPS BVIL AND JUST Don'T
TO SOLVE THINGS WITH MACHISMO Go HAND UNDERSTAND
MY FISTS... WITH BEING N = MEN... OR
SURROUNDED BY EVIL. VIAVRE EVIL, FOR

DU'R ,
RIGHT... coN'T TH

| BE A MAN |
WITHOUT BEING

AN ANIMAL?

SIREN'S SONG...ONE THAT GRIPS
YOUR HEART WITH TENDRILS 6F
S7EEL. \T'S THE ULTIMATE
ORUG, THE ULTIMATE H/GH...

A LICENSE TO DO ANYTHING
You WANT-.. BUT MoSTLY,
EVIL 1S JUST SO MUCH FUN...

HE INSIDIOWSNESS
OF EVIL IS THAT

IT IS IN EVERYWHERE,

WHAT HAPPENED
TO THE. LIGHTSZ

ANYONEZ IS

”




U

|

DESIGN

L
®)

DETAILS




(WHEW/ WHAT A CLIFFHANGER THERE, RIGHT KIDS2)
[
HI, I'M KARATE KACTLIS, SUPPOSEDLY ONE OF THE MAIN

CHARACTERS N THIS CoMIc. WELL, | WAS, UNTIL THEY
DECIDED o SHIP ME AND MY CousIN MITSUBISH/

(MNJA ANT TO THE WORLD AT LARGE ) OFF TO JAPAN
LAST ISSUE.

SEE, WAYYYY BACK IN PROMETHEUS <)
THE ASBESTOS MUSHROOM — — YEP, SAME

BO20 WHO JUST GOT HIS BUTT KICKED
AGAIN — WELL | HE KIDNAPPED

) NINUA ANT FRoM JAPAN, HIS HOME,

AND BRAINWASHED HIM AS parT

Of COURSE, IT ALL.OT
WORKED OUT, RUT NINJA
ANT NEVER DID GO BACK,
SINCE WE ALL. GOT SO

NUOLVED IN THE TEAM THING,

BUT, SINCE WE ALL
NEEDED A BREAK AFTER
THAT AGNUS DEl EXPERIENCE
MITsU AND | OECIDED IT
WAS TIME FOR A SHORT
VACATION - SO NIK AND

SPECIAL GUEST JOHN

HURLEY HAVE UNITED TO
BRING YoU THE TALE OF:

| Nwan PN wo
NARATS WAL TS,
EXEEEMIRDYERTTE 5

OR
“ONE ORDER. OF SusH/, WELL pavs.”

Plotted ﬁ)/ N//( DI(?OL + John /-/ur/ey
Scnpfeal 6

Drawn 6 /ol«n

Tones by Nrk ) .

Endless hours of Frustration by NiK and John




YOUE BEEN EATING THOSE

AMERICAN CHEESERURGERS
HAVEN'T vou P
COME GIVE
YOUR,

MOTHER A
HUS, You
WANT TO

BREAK YOUR,
MOTHER'S HEART >

MITSUBISHL ! WE MISSED You %0 muck /
Look AT You.! YOU'RE Skin AND BONES!

Usrip g

 “—{REALLY TTAUAN..

MUSHROOMS iU:Jm ALL. You CANSAY 1S
“Himom?"

]

COME. HERE, WEVE
GOT MTAUS FAVORITE.
ALL. READY — RoILED
SQUID INTESTINES.

DO T YU “MOM™ ME, YOUNG MAN ! Ti0
MORTHE YOUVE REEN GONE AND ALL You CAN
SAY (S “HI MoM > Go AND JuinN SOME CRAZY
SUPER- HERp TIEAM AND GET STEPPED o BY GIANT ) |/

» 4

ANY BAD G

HUH? cool, TS THIS A REAL SWORD?
WOWZERS! HAVE YA GOTTEN T KiLL
uys YET® H

UH, Hud 2

HI SPUNKY. HOW'S
MY KID BRo >

HI Y& Cousin
Tsuzd ! SHow
ME SOME

KUNG Fu MOVES

6

AH, T NBVER
THE STUFF ANYWAY,

PLEASE ?

THAT'S KARATE,
T'LLSHOW You How
To KILLA MAN
WITH YouR

[T W0ULDNT, HES LiKeLy

To USE 1T ON HIS
‘ALGERRA TEACHER!

EAT, EAT, EAT /
WHERE'S HONORARLE.
GRANDFATHER TOYOTA 2

) RS
- 3

T'LL SET HIM. YO/MOST
HONORARLE. GRANDFATHE
DINVER S




CAN MY ANCIENT EVES RE
DECEIVING ME? IS THIS
MY GRANDION MITSUBISH!
AND ISu2u-SAN T SEE
REFORE ME P J o -

GREETINGS, HONSRARLE LORD
HASHIDA 6F THE TOYOTA
CLAN, SLAYER oF A THOUSAND
DRAGONS AND KEEPER OF
A HUNDRED RAINBOWS,

MAY THE MEDMTATIOAS
OF THE SACRED TIDE
CARRY You THRouSH

GRANDSON,
«<SHPER HEROES" IN

T HAUE HEARD THAT
You HAVE JOINED A GROUP oF

YES,
GRAMNDFATHER
THEY... THEY'RE
Good PEOPLE.,
Tsuzu 1
ALSO N THE
GRoUP.

NOLS HOLD 6N A

MINUTE. HERE. ./
MITSU WAS FORCED
To LEAVE JAPAN-
HE DIDN'T SET
auT To OFFEND
YouR FAMILY HONOR,
AND NOW, WELL..,

& , %= e G
N . T i CE g s 4

AH- BUT IS THIS REASON
ENOUGH To6 NEGLECT N4,
YOUR FAMILY HERE. [N \

TAPAN, MITSURISH L 2 HAS %
THE. CLAN TOYOTA CEASED V7w
To HAVE MEANING To “ou?

\ TS0

IF A FLY HAD A CHANCE To SAVEA
HUMAN AT THE COST OF HIS 6uiN
LIFE, L0ULD HE bo 302
MMPH/ L
e oY - x
¢ “w S/ = p il

. §F . el
e R ) =
5 —

WE
=)
~

=

0

Yoo USED . To T ME THAT PROVERRB
WHEN T WAS YouNG, ASk ME T0 FIND

THE ANSWER., YES, THEFLY WouLd, T dourd.

A‘ You HAVE.— (OHATS THE
RS PHRASE - DONE. WELL
BY ME)" GRANDSOA,

MITAA! CAN WE GO TO THE MARKET.D
T WANT TO SHOW You THE ANEW
NUNCHUcCKk SHOP!C p) EASE 2




- L
AW, C'MON! T WARNNA Buy
| THE RAZOR EDGE TITAN(UM
NUNCHUCKS!

SPUNKY, THIS

PLACE HAS GROWN

> 7

WE CARED Too Muc.H
AND TRIED T0O HARD
THEN Yoo

DISAPPEARED...
AND T GoT USED
TO THE THOUGHT
THAT T'D NEUER

T SENT
A LETTER!

T A | 1/

i

YES. TELLING
EE 10U AGAIN. [ Me vou HAd A
NEW LIFE TN A NEW LAND,

[T- WE WEKE DONE AND OVER REFCRE T wWAS

7 [ A
= I THEM RIGHT
PLEEEASE..

APPED. WE'D BoTH DECIDED To MVE
gﬁ).bml‘ HAD Too MANY 3CARS T FACE YOu
THEN, Bur T NEVER WANTED TO LOSE
Youk FRIENDSHIP, T koo, T

Pl D' T WANT TO
LOSE Yow
EITHER,

INTHE FIRST PLACE D (o0
ALL IT GVES YouIS A HEADACHE /




AT LAST THE
PRODIGAL SON
RETURNST pag,
DID YoU THINK
L wourh 0

SO0O0N FORGINE
OR FORGET

THE TNSULT
TO MY HONOR

YouR VERY
LIFE PRESENTS?

A v

CINTWY

T

DUH... LOOK AT THE
PRETTY BIRDIES...

YouR RBLOOD, AND

SO / R

T SWORE MANY YEARS AGD
WouLdD AVENGE MYSELF (JTTH

T
TH

Now —

GINZu ol PAL,
SouN's LIKE YOUR
LIPS FLAP AS

MucH AS THEY
EVER DID...

[TGNORANT FooL !
LET'S SEE HOW FLIPPANT

YOUR TONGUE (< WHEN
TS CUT OuT...

/

Cousin, You ALL
RIGHT .2 J= Z
YEP T'lL TAKE
ALL FIVE OF EM
ON AT ONCE...




YOU'VE. PLACED

YOUR HAND IN A
WASP'S NEST,

LET'S <SEE
LUCKK HOLDS AGAINST
ME.  NOwW. ;

(F YOUR | | YOUR FUNERAL 30N,

T, MLTSUBISHI or: CLA)\) TOYOTA,
CHALLE-:NGE You, GINZU KNIFE

OF CLAN TUPPER wARF 70 A
(ONOR!
ST o BotH OF YA...

YOUR, ARROGANCE 1S
HUMBPROUS, PUP, RUT
T ?[‘_G/-Hm A/\\(
SOILED HONOR RY
BESTIAS YOWU (1
MORTAL COMRBAT IS
A CHANCE T MUST
TAKE. VERY wEzLL. ) )
ON THE SECOND SUNSET FReM
NOW, WE Ll MEET AGAIN, AND
OA)L\/ ONE OF US WLl WALK Au)AY.

LI
:'“:1

VEAH SAME

TO YouR,

KYOKO, WILL YOU COME To THE DUEL P

T LIKE T¢
THINK 20

CHARMING
FELLOW THERE,

T KNOW ITWM LETTING

MYSELF RE DRAWN INT8
SOMETHING L'LL S0oN
REGRET, RUT
YES) T\LL

GREAT\_\

NOW (F YOU'LL EXCUSE ME,
T THINK T'LL PALS ouT NOW..

HEY MITSU, TF ou Dig
cAN T HAVE YouR




TwoO DAYS LATER]

[BALANCE AD

3

ARE GOING To RE IMPSRTANT
TN REATING GINZU. HE'S
GOT THE EDGE WHEN (T
COMES T RAW PAHWER.

YEAH, YEAH, T KOOW... »
T'M N0T A NOVICE ANYMORE
COLAIN.

;

RIGHT... WHAT'S THE STORY
WITH You Two , Away A

OH, SIzZu AND T GO wWAY RACK. we
USED T GET IN FIGH
IKINDERGARTEN).

A FEW YEARS AGO \
T MOPPED UP THE

MAYBE THOSE CHEESERURGERS =
MADE You SHRINK...

=) Cuvs!
=] HEN Quys,
THEREYX NEWS
FROM. AMERICA
FoR, wou !

FLOOR IITH HIM A =
THE MARTIAL Ag—;g - } S
ACADEMY, HE'S BEEN ouT coor !

FOR MY HIDE EUER SIMNCGE. T
JusT DoN'T REMEMRER HiM 56 BIG,

MAYRE TTS ALETTER FRom THE GUYS,

[PROMETHELS THE PROTOPLASM HAS BEEN
KIDNAPPED. \

T wAS ORSERVING THE NEWS.
APPARENTLY HE WAS AT A d
RESTAURANT IN SPoNGOPALIS WHICH WA%S
TOTALY DESTROYED IN THE PRocess, TT
TS SAID A LARGE MAN WITH HORNS HAD HIM.

T KNEW SOMETHING LIKE
THIS wouLrbd HAPPEN )

WEWE GOoT TGO

AGREED.
T'LL &TART
PACIKKING.

RUT WHAT OF YouR Dued

AMD THE OTHERS,® DID THEY 3AY
ANYTHING ARSUT THEM > —N

=TT

[ s

o)vl)( THAT THEY EMBARKEDN on

A SEARCH FOR THE PROTOPLASM.
THAT IS ALL THE ANEWS 54D,

THE DAMNED due !

MY HONOR wiILL RE RUINED,.,
| |E'LL BE DISGRACING THE (i an
.o | TOYOTA. BUT MO kNOLWS

' WHAT WiLL HAPPEN TF OB
DAN'T RETURN?

OR
FRIENDSHIP,
WHAT A CHOWCE




THE CHOICE (S YOURS To
MAKE, GRANDSON,

PREPARED ™ MEET YOUR
Gobs, TASECT,

NO.
T HEREBY FORFEIT THIS Dured,
GWwzZU KNIFE HAS oAy, AND

T ADMIT HiS SUPERIORITY.

[COWARD!

NO. THIS IS
MITAURISHIYS

YOuiR, SworD,
MITSURISHI.




GOooD LucCk,

MITSU CH/-\M

[AT LAST, DOG, T HAVE THE
UPPER HAND.”

ACTUALLY
You HAUE Two,
BUT wWHY GulB..BLE / '
OVER DETAILS.? J

TIME WHILE
WHO KANOWS
WHAT'S

HAPPENING
TO HIM...

T'UE GoT To CONCENTRAT

T wiLL NoT... LET...
THIS IDIOT BEAT ME /




WHAT ARE You WAITING
FOR » T AM DISHONORED.
SLAY ME NOW RATHER
THAN RUIN ME. AGAIN.

e L

-
THE ONLY PERson WHO
HAS DISHONORE.D YOU.ss

AW, WHY DIDN'T YA KILL

8=}

\¢

Him ?
@ &

8

LMITSUB|SHI, You HAVE HONBGRED THE
CLAN TOYOTA THIS MGHT, RETURN
To AMERICA AND HONOR ug ALL..
OUR. THOUGHTS ARE. wWITH \Ou,

AND NMINE WITH You,
GRANDFATHER,

LETSCGET GoInG, THEN!

KYoKO.,., NOow T'M
LEAVING You ASAIN.

NO, YOU'RE NoT, Y
T'M GOING tTH You.,
T WANT To SBE WHAT

YOUR MEW WORLD IS LikE.

GOOD WORK, COUSIA/




WINTER - No.5
ISSUE

PROMETHEVUS — NINJA ANT

////
~ RAMBUNNY — KARATE KACTUS — MR. SPIF,

7
AND RAOUL, THE BOY COCKROACH .inm. framd
’ s eqisadss o0 peraonally mloted ot the
Foat mnt«-.yof f/l.t.ﬁpoWSo«'axy of Amosta.




The Slim ebal’ Speaks : The Ongoing Tale Of A Boy And His Protoplasm

I don’t know about you, but churning out these 44 and 36-
page issues left and right is starting to take its toll. Well, after
this sucker you’re holding, I’'m moving back down to a far
more palatable 24-28-pages for the foreseeable future.

Although it’s been about 3 to 4 months since Amoeba Ad-
ventures #4 came out, things have been anything but dull
around here. In the last few months, I've put out One-Celled
Tales #1, Prometheus Saves The Earth ? #1, and countless
reprints of old issues from the Protoplasm Press catalog,
which got a larger response than I'd estimated. The point is, I
haven’t been resting on my laurels. Not that I'm even really
sure where my laurels are, but I digress...

I’ve also been working highly on strengthening my rendering
skills. The main comment that seems to come up in reviews of
AA is that the art is, to use Jim Pack’s comment, “scratchy.”
Although Jim tends to slap that title on every comic whose art
he dislikes, Icansee what “scratchy” means... not to put it all
on the printing process, but the really fine lines tend to drop
out during it, and of course now that I’m reducing the art for
digest size, things get even more “scratchy” in these parts.

I’m attempting to remedy that, though, mostly through
varying line thickness extensive studying of some of my
personal fave artists, and just through utilization of the one
single most important magic trick for artists...practice.
Looking at the art of fellows I admire, like Neal Adams or
Barry Windsor-Smith, I'm trying to take a page from their
book and adapt it to my own style, whatever that may be at the
moment. So how are the results? I'd be interested in input on
the art for this issue...the last two issues have been more or
less gearing me up to tackle the upcoming trilogy, and I hope
I’m up to par for it.

Hk ok ok

Enough artsy prattle. I'd like to take this opportunity to
extend a special thanks to all involved in the mega-success
(well, it’s sold more copies than anything else I’ve done, it
may even turn a profit!) Prometheus Saves The Earth? #1.
Thanks to Max Ink, Quinton Hoover, Erik Kaye, John Hurley,
Matt Feazell, and David M. Pitts for all the time and effort.
And if you still haven’t checked PSTE? out, by all means do
so! Not only are there contributions by all the aforementioned
talents, there’s also “Perspective,” an all-new short story
starring the Squadron, and the soon-to-be-legendary first team-
up of Prometheus and Matt Feazell’s Antisocialman. All this

and much more is crammed into a 44-page digest, still avail-
able for $2.50 from yours truly!
3% ok ok %k ok
Since I had so much fun putting together Prometheus Saves
The Earth?, I’ve taken the masochistic route and begun
preliminary plans for a “sequel.” This project, currently
titleless, will deal with the AIDS epidemic, in a special story
in which the Squadron is forced to deal with this terrible
disease first-hand. This one will take the format of a jam...that
is, I’1l write out a script and anyone who wants to do a few
pages for the story may do so. If anyone out there believes
they’d like to draw a few pages for this project, and considers
themself to be at least of marginal artistic skill, drop me a line
and we’ll take a meeting.
ok o ok ok
An enormous tomato-thanks goes out to John “Sheer And
Utter Hell” Hurley, who drew “Ninja Ant and Karate Kactus’
Excellent Adventure” located within this issue. We came up
with the idea last summer, and I really think the results are
quite special. Thanks, John, Iowe you one. Where canI get my
“Raoul” T-shirt? And gracious thanks to Nathaniel, who in-
spired it by treating me to my first taste of sushi this summer,
although not without my requisite spilling of the water pitcher.
Finally, thanks to Troy Hendrickson and Doug Lumley for
their hilarious pin-up homage to All-Star Comics #3, keep the
faith, guys!
sk ok ok ok
Finally, a few words about the project I'm really excited
about, and that’s the major new storyline set to begin in these
pages. You saw the events set into motion in this here issue,
with what I hope was a somewhat startling cliffhanger ending.
Amoeba Adventures #6-8 will now follow the story of
Prometheus’ kidnapping, and all the myriad consequences of
it. What’s this mini-epic called, you ask? Well, as it says on
the bottom of page 18, it’s “Details Of Design.” In this
storyline, lots of things are gonna happen...just to tantalize
you a bit, in it we’ll see at least two members leave the team,
two new members join, and at long last the question of who
exactly this fellow is that’s kidnapped Pro and been making
foreboding appearances for some time now. All this and more,
kids, begins nextissue in the pages of Amoeba Adventures #6.
And now you know as much about what’s cooking here at
Protoplasm Press as I do...see you in late February!

Amoebamail

Protoplasm Press, Po Box
2230, University MS 38677

Amoeba Adventures #3 was that rarest and most amazing
of things, a comic which combined humor and pathos,
and neither at the expense of the other. Even though I
missed the beginning of the show, I was not in the least
bit lost, and I found I had an instant affection for the
characters (Prometheus and Mr. Spif being favorites so
far). It had everything needed for a great small press
book: energy, personality, and a fascistic duck. And that
final panel on page 19: wow! I touched me in places my

girlfriend has yet to find. This is a comic to be watched
for in the future, and its creator is a man to be observed
for psychological diagnosis.

(And then, soon after this first missive arrived on my
doorstep, another equally gracious one appeared--N.)
Thanks for AA#4; another great issue. Some of my
favorite parts:

*The cover

*Nikommendations- helpful, and the sort of thing that




makes small press what it is ( a high-fiber natural laxa-
tive)
*pg. 1- neat title layout
*pg. 3- Pro/Rambunny conversation
*pg. 7- interesting. A Grant Morrison homage here? The
writing style indicates it (and what about Rambunny's
clothes?).
*pg. 11-13- Nice dialogue and, of course Velcro-Man
(maybe he could return with the All-Fastener Squadron:
Snap, The Zipper, and Queen of Buttons!).
*pg. 20- crowd scene
*pg. 22- nice moment with Rambunny
Actually, I think I prefer this as a digest; is

seems tighter somehow that #3 (and I've always been
fond of the digest format anyway). Besides, as I am only
twelve inches tall, the large size was unwieldy.

Troy Hickman

906 S. 18th St.

Lafayette, IN 47905
(Troy, we're all praying for your recovery. Hey, thanks
again for the keen pin-up and all the kind words. Troy
and partner in crime Doug Lumley also put out a few
minis of their own, so drop them a line and ask them to
send you some. {they might like some cash too})

On Amoeba Adventures #4: After 1 got used to your

style, I suddenly noticed that your silly-drawn innocent
' bystanders who appear on every page are totally de-
lightful! I would like to see you move the background to
the foreground, and concentrate on them and what they
do. They seem more genuine, spontaneous, and sincere
than your foreground characters, Do more with them.

NEXT: It's been hinted at for months, you've been
teased about it for quite a few issues now, and
finally, it's here: “Details Of Design,” the three-
parter that will change every single character
irrevocably. It starts with a bang in “Macabre,”
in which Rambunny, Spif, and Raoul set off to
find the kidnapped Prometheus, and become en-
tangled in anightmare far greater than any they've
ever faced. That's in Amoeba Adventures #6, due
out in late February or so.

(Prometheus comes out of the same well as they do,
while the other characters seem more derivative)

Erik Kaye

Eugene, Oregon
(Erik, you bring up some good points. I'm glad you like
my "innocent bystanders,“ I always love drawing them.
Andin the” Details of Design“ story,I'm going to tackle
a bit of the conflicts that occur inaworld where everyone
is kinda wacked out, and show that the dynamics that
motivate us are all the same. As for your comments about
the derivative nature of some of my characters, I agree.
Really, they all began as parodies...Rambunny of the
Stallone school of acting, Spif of a kinda Batman/Shadow
genre, and of course Ninja Ant and Karate Kactus are
self-evident. But I'm trying to add dimension to them,
and I think you'll appreciate what happens to Rambunny
in #6. -Nik)

Hey! I want letters! I figured that I got about 1 letter
for every 10 people that read Amoeba Adventures
#4...don't statistics like that just break your heart? If
you want to see your name in lights, or cheesey print,
drop me a line! I even take critical letters!

Here's the inspi-

ration for Troy & WINTER
Issug

Doug's way cool
pin-up...All-Star
Comics #3, from
way, way, way
back in 1940 or
so! This was the
very first super-
team comic,
paving the way
for such luminar-
ies as the JLA,
the Avengers, the
inX-austble Men,
and even the All-
Spongy Squadron
itself! History..

—

I

"

MACABRE




Protoplasm Press' crowning achievement,
least for this year, is PROMETHEUS SAVES THE
EARTH?, a huge 44-page anthology collecting
some of the greatest talents in small press
for environmentally themed stories aimed at
raising public awareness towards our world's
precarious state. Six great talents plus one
Nik have sent in all new stories for PSTE?

Check out PROMETHEUS SAVES THE EARTH? for
the paltry sum of $2.50, and enjoy some of
the best small-press material you'll see

collected in one place all year!

The entire selection of back issues
of AMOEBA ADVENTURES and PROMETHEUS
are now available, all the way back
to the somewhat unrefined beginning.

PROMETHEUS #3 Blessed with somewhat-
primitive artwork, this is the one
that starts off the four-part "Only
A Man" epic, and introduced Ninja
Ant and Karate Kactus to the world.
PROMETHEUS3 (16 pgs) $1.00

PROMETHEUS #4 The debut of the All-
Spongy Squadron, as Prometheus, Dr.
Spif, Rambunny, Ninja Ant and Karate
Kactus join forces against the twin
terror of the Asbestos Mushroom and
Kronos.

PROMETHEUS4 (32 pgs) $2.50
PROMETHEUS #5 Prometheus copes with
some drastic changes in his life,
while Karate Kactus goes shopping
and some penguins get their butts
kicked.

PROMETHEUSS5 (16 pgs) $1.00
PROMETHEUS #6 The grand finale!
Everything that Prometheus knew
about his origins is wrong. Now
comes the time to learn "The Truth."
This is the one that tells it all!
PROMETHEUS6 (28 pgs) $2.00

ONE-CELLED TALES #1 The amoeba
rummage sale...a selection of pin-
ups, rejected covers, and unfinished
stories from the PROMETHEUS era,
including "A Protoplasm On Elm
Street" and "Prometheus Meets
Snoopy." For those who want it all.
ONECELL1 (20 pgs) $1.50

at

NOT MY PROBLEM L
NOfﬂﬂ/H%Buaw?

AMOEBA ADVENTURES

AMOEBA ADVENTURES #1 The new series,
telling the continuing tale of the
All-Spongy Squadron's adventures.
"The Visitor" trilogy kicks off with
the introduction of the mysterious
Manslaughter and Agnus Dei.

AMOEBA1l (24pgs) $1.50

AMOEBA ADVENTURES #2 It's "Amoeba On
The Run," as Prometheus alone has to
free his friends from the clutches
of Herr Heinous. Plus, Agnus Dei
makes his move.
AMOEBA4 (28 pgs)

AMOEBA ADVENTURES #3 "The Visitor"
concludes in an all-out battle

against Agnus Dei, in which one of
the good guys will die. Not to be
missed.

AMOEBA3 (28 pgs)

$2.00

$2.00

AMOEBA ADVENTURES #4 Boy
cockroaches? Larcenous apes? Coffee
shops? And Velcroman? The guys find
themselves "Trying To Lead A Normal
Life" after "The Visitor," with
predictable results.
AMOEBA4 (24 pgs) $1.50
Shipping & Handling: 1 item, 52
cents, 2-3 items, $1.00, 4 or more,
$2.00. All checks payable to Nik
Dirga so I don't get laughed at in
the bank. Allow a few weeks for
delivery.

Send orders to Protoplasm Press, PO
Box 2230, University, MS 38677.



L

o -

SIGN

“As the clouds cover the sky the evening ends
Describing a picture of eyes finally closing
As you sometimes glimpse terrible faces in the fire...”

-Elvis Costello
DETAILS OF DESIGN
coming in AMOEBA ADVENTURES #6-8




Guest Artist John Hurley explores the sensual

theory of penguin lust on a lonely Friday night.





