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B\The Slimeball Speaks PO Box 2230, University MS 38677

I'd like to thank all of you for joining me here for Prometheus: The Silent Storm. This project means a great deal
to me, and your support of it both encourages me for future projects of this nature and helps me get the message
across to others as well. Thank you!

EXXXEEX

Now that I've gotten the sappy obligatory stuff out of the way, this wasn't entirely a peaches & cream project to
pull off. A plague of moving hit many of the artists, including myself, in the midst of work, and it was fun hunting for
artists who suddenly dissapeared from reality for a period of time. Max Ink's dissapearance actually caused me to
dream that the reason for his absence was that he was in jail for impersonating a preacher named Max X. The next
night, I dreamed that Matt Feazell broke in my home and vandalized all the SS pages by whiting out Rambunny in
every panel and redrawing him as a stick figure. I really must stop eating those pizzas before bedtime...

EXEEFE

Such a monumental effort in small press couldn't have been done alone, and I'd like to take a second or two and
thank those who contributed to this special, and not just the artists... Troy Hickman, for helping a bit with the script,
Brad Pamell, "understudy #1," and especially Peter David, who wrote Incredible Hulk #388, which came out just as I
was beginning the voluminous research for this sucker, and his story helped me figure out what mood and direction I
wanted to take here. I hope I managed to do this without ripping off his story in any way, if 1 didn't, Peter, my
apologies. Also, check out that Hulk if you haven't for a very touching and wonderful little story. And it goes without
saying that I'd like to thank each and every one of these talented gentlemen and one lady for their contributions to
Silent Storm, thanks to you all... Lynn Allen, Anthony Gray, Quinton Hoover, John Hurley, Max Ink, Doug Lumley

LEE L L2

Finally, let's talk about AIDS.

I don't really want to get too heavily into my own personal thoughts on AIDS, since I think I've spelled them out
pretty well in the story itself. But I would like to talk about loss. We all know loss. We've all experienced it, be it a
girlfriend, or moving away from home, or even death. Loss cuts deep and heals slow. And that's what AIDS does,
when you get down to it. It causes loss. It doesn't strike just "faggots" or "druggies," it doesn't avoid and it doesn't
discriminate. And if you think for just one minute that AIDS only strikes homosexuals and drug addicts, then you're
Jjust lining up to be one of the victims.

Every day, someone somewhere loses someone to AIDS. For many of us, we only look up when someone famous
dies...from my personal experiences, the death of Freddie Mercury of Queen last fall was pretty damn tragic. Or
Robert Reed, father of TV's "Brady Bunch," who died just as 1 was finishing this up. T've yet to have any friends
succumb to AIDS, but I'd be kidding myself if I thought T'd never have to deal with AIDS up close and personal. And
if I'm not careful, if every single one of you aren't careful, then we'll end up dealing with it a lot more up close and
personal than we'd like.

In conclusion, let me just say what you've heard a thousand times, and what no one should stop saying until
there's no need to... if you have unprotected sex with anyone you aren't 100% sure about, use a condom, or make
sure that they do. If you shoot drugs, for God's sake use a clean needle, you don't need to get screwed up any
worse. And teach your friends, your kids, your lovers...teach them to think. Think before you act, folks. Anyone.
Anywhere. It's not a scare tactic, it's not some liberal plot, and it's not going to go away anytime soon. It's life. Or

death. Make your choice. @ Y4l // N
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And F you havertt met before,
let me introduce YO\L‘TO +the guyS. ..

N\

VROME?HEU“.’?E NT Me. S,
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MS 38677. All contents C 1992 Nik Dirga, with the artwork C1992 the respective creators. All rights reserved.
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[T ARDUND ThUR
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- TAURALA A You'RE GROOMING YSURSELVES
(BHES... TAKING CARE oF THINGS W¥AAe1-3| (INTO A REAL SUPERHERO TEAM.
T CAN'T BELIEVE THIS SWMALL
TALK CRAP. MONE, T USED 2 BE A DocToR
AMD T CAN TELL You'Re Sick , REAL SICK.
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RITTEAN BY A

RADIOALTIVE S

SPIDE!E:” A0

( n H-HEH
AH,YEAH, T | Hom DR AR
TRYING | ANYWAY,

)
= O SR PRI

N




NOT EXACTLY, HE HAS THE HIU-\VIRUS. EVEATUALY
IT witl PROBARLY DEVELOP INT® AlbS, THEN
HE'LL PROBABWN OIE. S THANK You
WHAT ARE WE GONNAJ ANGEL oF DEATH.
Do, Guvs 2
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e | &
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MONTE HAS AlhS AND
HE GOING TO
DIE./

Do? Do d HE ooT HimsELF

| INTo THIS mess, T DoN'T SEE How

BWE HAVE To DO ANYTHING.
[ 4 —

oo

RAMBuN&)Y, SURE,
HE MAY BE GAY

But HE'Y sTiLL
Our FRIEND.

TS TT PosSSIGLE HES JIB
ALREADY GETTING

T ADS =/

7 SURE, T LosT my
MEDIcAL LICENSE

BEFORE AIDS BECAME
AN EPIDEMIC.

T'LL TELL You wHAT
R L'M GOINs To bo, T'M
HGome TO GET ouT AF THIS
@ GRouP OF WHINERS AND
GO FIND SOME CRo0OKS
To BREAT up./

T THINK ITY GREAT

WE HAUE A LEADER 20
R CALM AND RATNAL,
. DoN'T You |,
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| THE NEXT DAY.. | N -THEN YOU'D BETTER WouLp 1...
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ACTUALLY ITS KIND OF FUNNY IN
A SICK WAY., YOU SEE, THE MAN

WHO INFECTED MONTE WAS ALSO
MY EX-LOVER, /
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YES, | KNOW, |'VE BEEN TESTED
MORE TIMES THAN \ CAN COUNT.
ALL NEGATIVE. S50 FAR..
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YEAH., | GUESS

ANYWAY, AFTER THE
BASTARD SKIPPED
TOWN, MONTE STAR-
TED GETTING SICK.
AND WHEN HE FOUND
OUT HE WAS HIV-
POSITIVE, | JUST KIND
OF MOVED IN AND
BEGAN HELPING
HIM AROUND THE
PLACE., | GUESS
YOU COULD SAY WE'VE
GOT A BONDP NOW.

DPEATH DOES
BRING PEOPLE
PRETTY CLOSE,
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RICK HANNAH, THIS 15 PROMETHEUS,

IQuBALA! HI!
MR, SPIF, KARATE KACTUS ¢ NINJA ANT.

RIGHT, THE PEOPLE HERE
EITHER COULDN'T AFFORPD
HOSPITAL CARE OR DIDN'T
LIKE THE STER-
ILITY OF {\T ALL.
ANY PARTNER
AND | TRY TO
PROVIDE A
HOAME FOR

GuUYS

PBOY, MONTE'S GOT N
SOME PRETTY FAM-
OUS FRIENDS, HERE
TO SEE THE oLD

SNAKE, EH?

THANKS FOR
COMING DOWN,,
I'M SURE THE
OTHER PATIENTS
WILL LOVE
HAVING FANMOUS
FOLKS LIKE You

HIS IS QUITE A M\-

gg;“upuc WHO'S CE'NL% JAUSD—;
T rd TREA ! j

NG I pLLe PATIENTS _ [
‘ EXCLUSIVELY? ';".:i!.

wESPECIALLY FOR '-:4,
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GLAD You
ASKED..,
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SHOOTING UP
COST ME MY
FAMILY aND
WY FRIENDS..
AND NOW
THAT IT'S
GONNA COST

ME N LIFE,. ON THE HIIIWWIGHWAY,,,

ANDP THERE'S MY ITINER-
ANT PARTNER NOW--
POISONING THE AIR
FOR MILES AROUND.

COUNT THE REPD LIllIIeHTs

IT's NICE TO
AT LEAST

HAVE S0Me-
WHERE TO GO,
YOU KNOW?

EVERYONE, THIS 15
MORDECAI ORSON.

I
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, WOW ! BUPERHEROS
7 EVERYWHERE ., THE FEL-

A LOWS UPSTAIRS WILL

77 YEAH, I'D LIKE To
( MEET 'some oF THE

. LOYE THIS!

A OTHER PATIENTS,

ACTUALLY.
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BOY, |T SURE WAS
GREAT OF YOU GUYs
TO DO THIS FOR US...
THE WORLD TENDS TO
FORGET US SOMETIMES,

OR JUST WRITE

us OFfFF.

‘ £
S0, You HAVE
AIDS T00, THEN

el

YEAK, ME T0O...
I'M WORKING HERE
AND HELPING OUT
SINCE MY WIFE DIED
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[YeAn, sHE wAs preT-

WELL, WE ALL
ARE. YOU KNOW,
AIDS COULDN'T HAVE
BEEN MORE PERFECT-
LY TAILORED FOR
THE TIMES ./ \T
FORCES PEOPLE TO
LOOK AT THE THINGS
THEY PON'T WANT
TO i SEX HOMOSEXU"'
ALITY, BRUG USE .,
AND, OF COURSE,
PRAWS ON THEIR
PREJUDPICES LIKE

WHI CAREFREE".WITH
HER AFFECTIONS BE-
FORE WE MET. SHE
DIED LAST YEAR,
RIGHT AFTER | FOUND
OouT | HAP IT, TOO.

NOTHING ELSE, Too. |

HEY, LOOKS LIKE
THE SHOW'S
ONER--THINK
I'LL GO GRAB
ME SOME JOHN
HANCOCKS/!




HEY, DO YOU WANT ONE

ETOO? DON'T BE SHY.

SORRY, THAT'S A LONG
TERM SURVIVOR, WHO'S
MADE IT WITH AIDS FOR
OVER THREE OR SO YEARS.
TRAVIS HAS HAD IT SEVEN,
ANp STILL ALIVE AND

KICKING. BUT HIS BITTER-
NESS HASNIT GONE
AWAY ANY,

GUESS THAT'S A BIG PROB-~
L eh? BEIN® BITTER .., JUST
GIVING UP AND HATING THE WORLD,

WHAT'S HIS
PROBLEM?

TRAVIS IS VERY
ANGRY,. HE'S AN
LTS WHO'S HAD A
LOT OF BAD

THINGS HAPPEN
TO HIM OVER THE
YEARS, AND HE'S
PRETTY FED UP

\ WITH THE WORLD,
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OH YEAH, PEFINITELY.
| PON'T KNOW, THOUGH
72 WITH ME, | FEEL MORE
‘ LIKE I'M BEING PUN-
ISHED FOR SOMETHING,
THAT | PON'T HAVE
THE RIGHT TO BE
ANGRY, Y'KNOW?
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‘"UE HAS PNEUM-
OCY5TIS CARINII
AND A HOST OF
OTHER NASTY
DISEASES TEAR-

THAT'S
ELY

THE VERY AIR
WANTS TO KiLL
le\d I'T SEEMS

HE DOESN'T HAVE
VERY LONG LEFT,
I'M AFRAID. WE'VE
PONE ABOUT ALL
WE CAN..GIVEN
HIM ENOUGH
DRUGS SO HE
POESN'T FEEL THE
PAIN, BUT HE
CAN'T LAST MUCH
LONGER,,,

INGHIM APART,"”

Where's my
canteen?,,,

"AND YOU CAN'T
PO ANYTHING?"

fooso e st s |
"OUST KEEPING
THE PAIN AWAY
IS A FULL-TIME
JOB. HE'S GOT

I need 4o find
MY can+een...

| PACKED IT FOR
YOU,ELY,.,IT'S
RIGKT HERE,.

NO IMWUNE 5YS-
TEM LEFT, ES-
SENTIALLY, "

ITHAT'S JEROME,

HAS NO SIGN OF
AlDS YET,."

i
BUT HE ALREADY
HAS ENOUGH PAIN
TO DEAL WITH
ANYWAY,
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PEFER THINGS THAN
YISITING A PREND WHOS
DYING? LOOK, SOMETHING
1S SERIOUSLY BUGGING
You AND YOU NEED T©
TELL ME WHAT 1T S50
I CAN HEP. You're
BEING RATHER ARRRGANT, ==

20 WHEN 1S THAT
YOUR BUSNNESST
LOCK, YOU'YE GOT
YOUR JOB, AND 1'VE
Gor MINEY JusT
YCALSE VM KICKING
A LITTLE SLIMERALL-
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WHILE YOU'RE
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BUNCH OF GUEERS, |/
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MONTE LET ME PUT IT THIS WAY..
YOu KNOW WHAT T-CELLS ARE,
RGHT2 THE CELLS THAT AGHT
INFECTIONS, THE ONES THE HV
VIRUS KIUS, WHICH LEADS To

L AIDSZ r —
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THAT WILL HELP HIM,
RIGHT?

WELL, THERE'S AZT,
WHICH SLows THE
HIV VIRUS COWN...

Loox,mevaz%
ONE, I'M NOT

GETTING Teo LATE
FOR THAT TO DO ANY
GOOD FOR MONTE..
ANYWRY, AZT OMLY
SIOWS THINGS DOWN...
JHERE. /S NO QWRE. /
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7174 NOT DYIMG OF G727 G2
AIDS, I'M GONG TO Ll
TRY AND LIVE WI7H/
)7,;@ LONG AS | CAN/

Z4 e\
! | MONTE, BECAUSE | HAVE
£ AT | SOMETHING VERY A4RD
(_ | To AsK_You, ON 7P OF
o s IO Al

OK, WE ALL KNOW THAT

YOU' USED @ HAVE A
BIG LATE. NIGHT TALK.
SHOW WHICH WAS PRETTY
SUCCESSFUL, UNTIL
YOUR_ ILNESS MADE YU
(HAVE TO GIVE IT UP._—~

/
/

" THAT AND THE RCT THAT WE

PRETTY MUCH 055‘77205/50
THE S7TUWD/IO % AS WELL..
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¥ IN PBO#3

WE WOULDN'T ASK THIS OF
You BUT FOR_ THE FACT THAT
You MAY BE SAVING- A GREAT
MANY (VES IF You Reveal

YOUR A/Ds % l%

You 1<mw HOW MAGIC X
JOHNSON ANNCUNCED =
HIS HAVING THE H//-ViRUS, Vi
AND HOW MUCH THAT HAS H

DONE. FOR. AIDS AWARENESS A
IN THE WORLD?Z ‘




You WANT TO USE
HIM AS SOME SORT
OF SACRIF/CE,

IS THAT IT2 48

DON'T You SEE THAT IF)
MONTE. COMES FORWARD [DISEASE “THAT CAN ,
IT COULD RAISE AIDS

AWARENESS THAT MUCH ,. A |EDUCATION AND
: ' A4 ! A\NOTHING- ELSE.

HAT /S 1T WITH EVERY-
ONE ACTING LIKE |I'M

INVISIBLE TODAY2 DOC,
LET ME TH/INK Afgou-r

YOURE APPEALNG-
TO MY PRIDE, AND
E\B&\’ONE KNOWS,
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MAN , WHAT A KIEK MAYBE rrr \j YEAH . L00K, YOU GUYS
IN THE MEAD. FIRST HE Y Wik HELP, ‘ YOU PON'T KNow CAN AFPORD TO SIT
HAS AIDS AND NOW ME \4LI/IKE JIM THE HKALF OF IT. /., WERE AND RHAPSODIZE
HAS TO TELL THE wWORLD/ AND ABOUT THE RIGHT OR
HE’S GAY AND ORPECA/ WRONG OF IT ALl
HAS AIDS .., Lo s$A1P, YOU ComE IN; You DO
A FEW TRICKSy AND
5 THATIS 1Ty EH P

( ]
a

AND PEOPLE LIKE ME ARE Y [ 1M NOT
E'RE DOING WHAT\PYING WHILE YOU “DO NOwW WAIT A MINVTE.) CLAIMING
WE  CAN . WHAT YOU CAN!” MAN, ARE YOU CLAIMING [/ ANY THING ,
DON’T YoU GET /T2 AIDS To| | AIDS 19 SOME KIND/ 1M TELLING
THE HOMOSEXUVAL COMMUNITY IS WHAT THE OF PLoT? v |
fz

HOLOCAUST WAS To THE JBWS! NOTHING
LSS THAN THE SISTEMATIC ELIMINATION
OF THE GAY POPUMTION;b ~USERS 4
ANYONE WHO DOESN’T FIT IN WITH
SOCIETY’S IDEA OF “‘NoRMAL!”

YOUR KIND wiLL

NEVER UNDERSTAND
AND YOU'LL NEVER
CHANGE ,
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? . | UNDERSTAND,SPIF. IT'S
. Jus7 oionet wans Him )| | o5z TRAYIS 18 ScaRED A3
O T ME. HELL OF DYING , AND HE'S

LATCHING ONTo EVERY
CONSPMALY THEORY HE
CAN FIND To PROTECT
HIMSELF... ,

BUT HE HAS A POINT...
i S ALt A
E 8E/N D

MORE TIME JUST DOING | YEAH ;AND
WHAT WAS RIGHT, [JIF We kKVew
MAYBE THINGS WHAT WAS
WoULD BE BETTER

. ;A ERE'D BE

AO_REASON MR _FOLKS
LIKE US o weuLD THRET
S
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/1§ TO TAILOR A SUIT
WHEN You DON'T HAVE
SHOULDERS ¥
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YEAH , THE
RELEASE ABOUT
A ® MAVOR

e ANNOUNCEMENT ™ BY
FAMOUS TV STAR MONTE

PYTHON” GOT A LOT
OF ATTENTION.

g2
- & h‘ -?

== x

s K 3%
My “ o ol / 7z
S -~ AT oo g 2
o "//- g s i -f,/-”/')’
///‘/ ///// ;/-:'V-(,v...//"éZf

A

|“

THE AIDS COALITION TO UNLEASH BL
NS.

4y 5

C e i | G e e T
PROTESTING wqy?' ¢ s T N AC

)l

N

U

»
o h !
e 1 \ fy

N Ly N

<

ﬁAMBUNN]? | DIDN'T
THINK YOU'D GOTTEN
OUR MESSAGE.
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<y WHATEVER IT TA
To GET THE POINT
ACROSS ; HUH T
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SO, WHATS HIS
PRO&LE.M""

/

~ MAYBE HIS
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE"
SUBSCRIPTION RAN OUT!

T DON'T KNOW...

SOMETHING BEEN
EATING AT H\M

ALY .

‘ P

e

%\\_

m '\‘ i *’T\ | TGT .
IT'S JUST S“OW

BUSTINESS,
ISN'T 1IT?




T oy
B GREAT YO SEE ALL m
YOU FELLA'S HZRE... '
i SORRY TrE. CATERER DIPN'T
SHOW 'tEM...

.. OK.ITMERE FOR  _

A VERY SERIOUS REASON
THERE HAVE BEEN A LOT

OF RUMORS SWIRLING
AROUND Mt SINCE. T RE-
TIRED LAST YEAR...T
THINK NOW 1S TE TIFE

TO LET TtE TRUTH

BE. KNOWN.

T WAVE
OHY, MY TESTED POS\TWE
FEAD...NOT YOR THE
AGAN... HIV VIRUS...
DAMMIT f

THE CROWD MURMURS ... SHOCK, SUPRISE.
ARE ON T NEWIE'S FACES.,.

PRESS CONRENCE. TO
LET THE WORLD KNOW
AND TO SPREAD T
WORD...YES... T
WAVE AIDS, BUT T™M
NOT GWING UP...
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AIDS |S TVE SILENT
STORM THAT SWEEPS OUR
LVES...SILENT BECAUSE.
PEOPLE. REFUSE. TO
RELEWE \N \T, RE. -

“"9: 2 TOSE TO BELEMWE
_ THAT 1T COULD
<N WAPPEN TO TYEM.

A STORM BRECAVLSE
OF T{t. DEVASTATION 1T
CREATES. YOU THING \TS
A GAY DISEASE. T YOURE
WRONG, ..

YOU CAN LOOK AT ME
AND SEE A" HOMO WITH
THAT 'QUEER' DISEASE "
Ok YOU CAN LOOK. KT M
AND SEE A PERSON \WHO
\S HORTING , AND NEEDS
HELP . TYE CHOMCE 'S
YOURS. A GOOD FRIEND
OF MIFE SAID TWAT ADS
1S N DISEASE. THAT CAN
ONLY BE CORED BY ED-
OCATION... NND YE VAS
R\GHT. AND TE FIRST
THING TO LEARN \S nOwW
TO G\WWE LUP YOUR TRARS

AND PREJUDICES., ..
N i

RAMBUNNY 7

@% AR . ..

ARE.YOU OK 7

L NEED. ..

YOL WAVE TO BE. A

YOU THING

DRUGGIE. TO GET 1T ?
YOURE WRONG . \JE&
CAN ALL GET \T. AND
THE OMLY \cAY TO MAKE
TE SILENT STORM END
1S TO SHOUT THE TRUTH
FROM THE ROUCKTOPS WNTIL.

PEOPLE YEAR . A

CURED.
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WELL ALY BE
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G\T YOUR
STINGN WANDS OFF ME
You TTLE YAGGOT!!
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T A POWER
LARE | \VIFERE. ARE. TYE
TUSES?

T SHOULD'VE
SEEN THIS COMING |

TEN BOCKS
SAYS THAT AS
NINIA ANT TRYING

VWHERE'S
MONTE ¢ RiCK?

Y, T THOUGHT \
SYE VAS TVE YUSE BOX |

TO GET Luaxy

OVER VERE '\
I TOUND RACIL AND

MONTE '
- LET. M. THROUGW
oAMAT I

THIS \S RAMBUNNY
YOU'RE. TALKING AROUT
\ERE.| PROMETHELS |

You Sge ? you
SEE 7 YOU CAN'T TRUST
ANYONE ! T\EY'RE

AL ATRAID OF LS !

\WYERE, ARE.TVE
LIGHTS?!
NOBODY MOVE !
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Six months later, while speaking at a local university, Monte collapsed. He was diagnosed with a host of AIDS-
related diseases. On June 19, 1992, with Iqubala at his bedside, he died.

"I shall sink into the divine shadow, in a dumb silence and an ineffable union, and in this sinking all equality
and all inequality shall be lost, and in that abyss my spirit will lose itself, and will not know the equal or the
unequal, or anything else: and all differences will be forgotten. I shall be in the simple foundation, in the silent
desert where diversity is never seen, in the privacy where no one finds himself in his proper place."
-Umberto Eco, The Name Of The Rose
-for all those who've fallen-




Lynn Allen is a newcomer to small press...Silent Storm is one of her
first sp releases. Her innovative Lex And Domingo is now being
published by Miller Publishing, 602 E. Cherry St., Wateska, Illinots,
60970, for around a buck, check it out! She's a talent to watch, and
we'll be collaborating again when her characters Lex and Domingo
will be featured in a team-up with the All-Spongy Squadron in next
winter's All-Spongy Comics #1.

Anthony Gray's A G. Graphics is fast becoming a stronghold for
some of small-press' biggest names. He puts out a host of fantasy and
adventures titles, including The Bat, Power For Hire. Dinosaur
Man, Andrubis, and with Max Ink, A.G. Graphix Presents. All of
'em are available for around $2 each..he also has a nifty catalog
available free, so do yourself a favor and write Anthony at 1105
West St. Apt. 2, Utica, New York, 13501.

Quinton Hoover is truly one of small-press' greats, as | think he
proves once again with his work in this issue. I'l beg, borrow and
steal to get him to do some more work for me down the line, but for
now, he does a host of books for a variety of publishers, and you can
also check out his self-published Squint for a mere 50c, and ask him
what else he's up to! Quint's at 3165 River Park Dr., Baker City,
Oregon, 97814.

John Hurley, who is he, whar is he? Scientists have vet to discover
the truth about this wacky Californian. but when they do Il let you
!cnow what the results are. John's been gradually intégmlmg himself
into small press, with a back-up tale in Amoeba Adventures #5 and
other stuff. and right now, he's working on a Herr Heinous solo story
for One-Celled Tales #2 and also doing part of the upcoming Spl-f
solo story. He also makes a mean chocolate cake.

Max Ink on Max Ink: "What can be said about MAX.. he's slow.
The artwork's not half-bad, but he's slow. If you're patient enough
you can see some of his award-winning work in the pages of lan
Shires’ Dungar and he also has his own book being published by
A.LG. Crraphics called A.G. Graphix Presents, which is a mag:.\zim:’-
sized comic that showcases a self-contained story written &
illius:raled by MAX every issue. You can get the latest 'Dungar from
Dimestore Productions, PO Box 360041, Strongsville Ohio 44136,
and the latest A.G. Graphix from Anthony for a mere $2 (see above)”

Doug Lumley is one half of the next small press giant, or at least a
sultry small press midget, Avernus Comics. He and partner-in-crime
Troy Hickman have thus far put out Yo-Yo The Dieting Clown and
Made Up Stuff (Is Stranger Than Fiction), and are also preparing
Tales Of The Pathetic Club for imminent release. Avernus stuff is
available for $1 each, from 906 S. 18th St, Lafayette, Indiana,
47905. Also look for Doug & Troy's Rambunny solo story in One-
Celled Tales #2!
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WHAT ARE You
WAITING rop!
CHECK THIS STuFF ouT/

Pro hangs

out in
Amoeba

Adventures

Issue #8

Join him for a mere $1.00 plus
a stamp in "Details Of Design”

Part Three.

Available June 30 from Protoplasm Press.
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ERE ARE THRAE REASONS WHY\ X
DU SHOULD SUBSCRIRE TO

AMOEBA
ADVENTURES

ONE-1TS NOT- YOUR.

AVERAGE SUPERHERO
COMIC, HONEST? DO WE
LOOK LIKE WERE NORMALZ

Two-IF You VALUE
CRITICAL OPINIONS,
AMOEBA ADVEKITURES
HAS 8EEN CALLED 'A
GEM"” WITH “STRONG
DIALAGUE” "EXCELLENT
CHARACTERS,” AND
"HILARIUS ” BY ZINES
LIKE THE CoMic/sST,
SELF-PUBLISHER ! COMICS fu

E’X AND THE CcoMIcS
BUYERS GUIDEZ g0
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DO You REALLY
== WANT 7O M4

= THIS RABBH'-(E X
MADZ )
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@Yes! My life is pathetic and worthless! Sign me

up for a four-issue subscription to Amoeba
Adventures! Enclosed is five dollars, and the

B satisfaction in knowing | can now go on.

;
4

@ Ehh! I'm not convinced! Here's a buck! Give

me a sample copy of the latest issue of Amoeba
Adventures and maybe ['ll subscribe! So there!

®Ha! I hate comics! | don't even like your
shoes! Subscribe? NEVER!

Send to:

Protoplasm Press, c/o Nik Dirga, PO Box 2230
University MS 38677-2230. All checks payable to
Nik Dirga, please!
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SPECIAL 2020 BONUS SECGTION

The cover for Prometheus: The Silent Storm was originally going to be by Larry Nibert, a
terrific artist and small press legend. Unfortunately, he wasn't able to finish the cover at the
time and | really needed to publish the book. He did send the art on later and it appeared in

Amoeba Adventures #12. Sadly, Larry Nibert passed away in 2012. It's a gorgeous cover and
I'm sad it didn't make it on the final book instead of my scribbles.
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Advertisement for Silent Storm that appeared in Comics Buyer's Guide, among
other places.

One of these
heroes has AIDS.

The most deadly

kind of storm is /&=
a silent one.

PROMETHEUS:
The Silent Storm

A 36-Pg. Adventure of

The All-Spongy Squadron by

some of small-press' best. / 7 /
$2.00 postpaid from Protoplasm Press

c/o Nik Dirga, PO Box 2230, University,

MS 38677-2230. Free Catalog & Newsletter!




| decided to do Silent Storm as a "jam comic," with half a dozen or so other artists
helping out. | had a nice mix of "professional" small pressers and complete amateurs
who ended up being involved, and while like any jam comic it was a mix of styles, it
turned into a pretty cohesive whole. I've lost track of some of these folks over the years,
but they all did a great job. | think Quinton Hoover's highly polished style was my
favourite, and it actually inspired me to change my own art style to be a bit bolder
starting with #9 of Amoeba Adventures.

PROTOPLASM PRESS
¢/0 NIK DIRGA

P.0. BOX 2230 i
UNIVERSITY, MS 38677
(601 ) 236-6382

Well, it looks like Barry Windsor-Smith and John Byrne
consider themselves too BIG to do a small press project, so
I'm going ahead without them. Seriously, though, this is the
more-or-less semi-kinda-final list of SILENT STORM
participants and who's doing what. Originally, I'd planned
to have the story done chronologically..you know, person
doing page 1 would do that page, then xerox it off and send
it to person doing pages 2 & 3, who'd do those pages and
then...but as you can see, it all grew a bit convoluted, and
since I've never been The Great Organizer I've wanted to

be...anyway, here you go, you're on your own time
schedule...however, I'd like to hear letters of progress
from ya. I'm setting a tenative deadline of May 15...if

that's too soon let me know. Thanks again!

WHO'S A DOIN' WHAT...
cover: Larry Nibert
pg. l: Nik Dirga, all
pg. 2,3: Nik Dirga, pencils, John Hurley, inks
pg. 4-6: John Hurley, all ,
pg. 7-10: Quinton Hoover, fgyc//s , Authony, Gray
pg. 11: Max Ink, pencils, Nik Dirga, inks
pg. 12,13: Lynn Allen, pencils, Nik Dirga, inks
pg. 14-16: Doug Lumley, all ) 1E<
pg. 17-19: Anthony Gray,z7€mc:’ Bura Ton TEOCT, (e
pg. 20-23: Max Ink, all
pg. 24: Nik Dirga, all

*I-—know—Anthonyexpressed—interest in inking Quint's work,
and in having Quint ink his...I haven*t—heard from Quint NI

yet, so I'm leaving it to the two of you to work out~—w_ ("

Lynn Allen, Franklin, Kentucky 42134

Anthony Gray, Utica, New York 13501 )

Quinton Hoover Baker City, Oregon 97814

John Hurley Arcata,
California 95521

Max Ink, Columbus, Ohio 43227

Doug Lumley c/o Troy Hickman, Lafayette,

Indiana 47905

A few last notes (no, I can't ever shut up, why?) recall
again all originals must be able to be shrunk to 4 7/8" x 7
7/8" or very close to that neighborhood. Avoid tones, write
or call if any problems pop up, if you need more time or
less pages, use thick lines 'cause as any of you who read A
#5 could see, thin lines don't come out too well with my
print shop, be creative, look both ways before crossing the
street, eat lots of beets, and don't even think about coming
in here wearing those boots, young man! OK. 'Bye now.

Oh yewh, there will be a "plug page" likein PSTE? so let me
know what books of yours (if any) you want plugged, cost, and
maybe a little teeny piece of art from it.



Silent Storm, and the environmentally themed anthology Prometheus Saves The Earth?
from 1991, were definitely the product of a very idealistic 20-year-old's mind. | do look
back and cringe a fair bit at the lack of subtlety and overuse of sentiment in both books,
but | do like the heart. | don't think | did the best job of using Rambunny's magical "curse"
as the action/moral of this story, really, but hey, | gave it a shot.

Below is the first page of the script sent out to the artists.

i
FEOMETHEUS: THE SILENT STOREM
Cast of characters: )
Frometheus, Rambunny, Mr. Spif, MNMinja Ant, Earate Eactus, Monte Python, Igubala
(his nurse/companicon), AIDS clinic doctors Jim Tyler and Mordecai Orson,
patients Fick Hannah, Travis (no last name given), Arch, Ely, Jerome.

Fage 1

A nine-panel page without dialogue, showing Fambunny coming back to the All-
Spongy Squadron’s downtown house on his motorcycle, juxtaposed with the
credits. Fambunny rides into the garage, parks his bike, takes off his helmet,
and goes upstairs.

Fages =2-3

Fambunny enters the den, where Frometheus, Ninja Ant, Spif, and Farate Kactus
are playing "Demons % Dwarves."

FEb: Greetings, ladies...what the heck are you doing?

Pro: Hey, Rambunny! We're playing "Demons and Dwarves," it's this role-playing
game Spif has! I'm a wandering minstrel!

Ninja Ant: Hey, I rolled an eight! What does that mean, Spif?

Fke: Nifty jacket, Rambunny! Where did you steal it from?

Fb: Believe it or not, I actually paid for it! Yow re looking at an employed
rabbit now.

Spifr MocDonald’s was hiving, were bthey?

FEb: The Spongopolis Museum hired me as a special security guard for...this!
Fambunny displays an ornate carved figure he's wearing around his neckh.
Fb: It’s an ancient Egyptian talisman recently excavated from the tomb of Mum-—-
Thep...I'm guarding it until the arrangements are made for it to be displayed.
Ek: So youwre wearing it around your neck? Isn’t that a little unsafe?

FEb: Yeah...for anyone who tries to take it from me.

Fks Good point.

NA:z Mow wait & moment...youw’re saying because I rolled an eight I have to cluck
like a chicken and hop on one foot for fifteen minutes? Right...

Spif: Hey, if you don’t trust me look it up in the rules.

NA:z: NMah, it's your game, you khow it better than me...

Ninja Ant proceeds to cluck like a chicken and hop on one foot.

Spif (to Frod: People are so trusting these days...

Fhone rings

Fro: Got it! Hello?

Zambunny: Anyway, you can’t beat $50 an hour just to wear a funky necklace...
Friz: Monte? Monte Fython? I can’t believe it! How have you been? We haven’t
seen you since you helped us beat the Asbestos Mushroom! CEBack in Frometheus
#4)

What™ Well, nothing really...yeah...I think so...0kE, we’ll be there shortly!
See you soon!

Spif: Monte Fython, eh? It’s been a long time since we saw him...since he
retived from his TV show he’s been a hard man to find!
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'l actually did a LOT of research on AIDS and

. HIV while writing the script, though. Some of my
- notes are included here and on the next page

' along with various sketches and scribbles.
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To insure a cohesive "look" to the art | sent out a few guides to the artists for both the
regular characters and the guest cast.

In retrospect, the "slant eyes" look a teenage me gave Ninja Ant and Karate Kactus way
back in the day was kind of awful. It wasn't meant as racist, just as a kind of cartoony
shorthand, but it's not a great look. Seeing how other artists interpreted them in Silent
Storm made me gradually redesign them a bit to look less like a Fu Manchu stereotype.
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Monte Python (I know, it's a TERRIBLE name) first appeared in my very raw "high
school" comics later reprinted in Prometheus: Only A Man. | needed a character to be
the "face" of AIDS in Silent Storm and with the rather small supporting cast in the first
few issues of Amoeba Adventures he seemed the best choice. While | find a lot of
flaws with the story nearly 30 years on, Monte's character, his optimism and can-do
spirit, is something | quite like.
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Iqubala later turns up in Amoeba Adventures #16, the "dinosaur" issue.



| don't know why, but | always really dug the "alien horse-man" design for Dr
Mordecai Orson. He would pop up several times in brief cameos later in the
series whenever | needed a doctor.
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(or

Silent Storm was the first time that Max Ink and | really

worked together. It was the beginning of a relationship

that would last the rest of the series.






In retrospect, it was really weird that Karate Kactus
had no legs. He wouldn't actually have them until
Amoeba Adventures #15, when Max and | realised
how much better he looked with them instead of
flopping around like a rag doll.
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