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AMOEBA ADVENTURES #22

THE DARK AGES

PART THREE:

Truth.

Written and created by Nik Dirga

Pencils, inks and letters by Max Ink
Cacography Consullant: Ann Bostic

Previously: Prometheus has disappeared, spontaneously trans-
forming into a helmeted superhuman before fading away in front of
his girlfriend Dawn’s eyes. The rest of the All-Spongy Squadron —
Spif, Karate Kactus, Ninja Ant and Dawn — have embarked on a
search for him, but their quest has been interrupted by assaults on
them from the enigmatic Dark One, an incredibly powerful figure
whose only goal seems to be the complete destruction of
Prometheus and his friends. At the close of last issue, The Dark
One'’s attack on Dawn left her near death. Meanwhile, Prometheus
awakened to find himself confronted by a most familiar old foe...

“He had been sent back so
far before the beginning that
it was worse than any end

he could imagine.”
—Paul Auster, New York Trilogy

Protoplasm Press
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Amoeba Adventures #22, May 1996. Published every three months or so by Protoplasm Press, P.O. Box 2230,
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43081-2741. Ohio address meant for retail and bulk orders only. Soundtrack for writing this issue: Dog Days,
Blue Mountain; Peel and See, The Velvet Underground; Trace, Son Volt; Pacer, The Amps...
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FuL PRESENT?
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THEN.,,

THIS IS

Just 700

MUCH..,

SHoulD I BE A
FORGOTTEN DEVIL FRoM
YOUR CHECKERED PAST...

T KILLED
YoU, MACABRE®

THE FIGURE

THAT'S HAUNTED

You FOR ALL
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THIS TIME 7
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FLAYING THESE
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WWHAT.,
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TIME, PROMETHELIS. GREW UP AND THAT )n ME wHAT You

I HAVE A PLAN HERE, KIND OF THING?Y

WE MUsST TRY TO , . T DON'T
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 BUT
I WASN'T
ALONE..

THERE WAS
THIS OTHER.
PROTOPLASM, A
GIANT NAMED
KROMNOS —

AND
THAT WOULD

TaTALLY
EVIL, TOTALLY
OFPPOSITE
O0F ME.

FIGHTING

KRONQS IS WHAT LED

ME TO HOOK uP WITH

RAMBUNNY AND
SPIF AND THE
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) LIKE KRONOS \7 783543
AND THE ASBESTOS '
MUSHRCOOM KEPT US "!W -
PRETY BUSY PLAYING Y/
SUPERHEROES. |}

EVERYTHNG
FELL APART
I TURNED
INTO THIS
SUPERHUMAN , THE
PROMETHEAN

I CALLED MYSELF,
J AND THEN MET

“ UP WITH THE INNER
GODS. THEY SAD
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FRLEF TR, & DECISION S
MEAN
ANYTHING 2o/
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SINCE THEN, I'VE .
JUST BEEN MARKING S N
TIME. ... KEPT ON S
BEING A SUPER- _ \\\1
HERO, MET =
A WONDERFUL ——
WOMAN, AND =3
THE USUAL S
APVENTURE S
uT THERe’S AN

ALWAYS BEEN THIS
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IN MY MIND.
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I MEAN, T
LIKE TO THINK \'VE
WELL,YEAH.. DONE. GOaD THINGS,

EXACTLY. . BEEN A GOOD PERSON— BUT IF
THOSE 'INNER GODS
ARE JUST PULLING
MY STRINGS..,

WHAT DOES
IT MATTER IN
THE END, MgTER

S0 YouR
LIFE MEANS

NOTHING IF IT'S
NOT TRULY

Jaurs, eh?
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INDEED.
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PROMETHEUS,
LET ME TELL Yad
A STORY.

AR
N /f)

WE CAN AT
LEAST BE ON A
FIRST NAME
| BASIS, eh?

SECOND OFF
PROMETHEUS,

OF HUMOR. AT
AWKWARD MOMENTS,
T APMIRE THAT/

'VE ALSO BEEN
CALLED , AMONG OTHER.
THINGS, A GOD, A
WITCH, AN ETERNAL,
A VAMPIRE, A
DEMGN, AND

WELL, NaT
PRECISELY, BUT

Yoy couLp
SAY THAT,




You SEE,
PROMETHEUS, T L ANDKQBL\;# .
AM LIKE A SPECK- SOMETHING PEOPLE. LIKE 2 -
OF CLAY IN AN UNIGLE , SOMETRING e ExiST, THAT WE'RE ABO
QCEAN QF SAND- APART FROM THE : As RARE AsS YaJ

FOREVER MAD, SOME DISAPPEAR
1S A 2axg TIME, FOR CENTURIES AT

A TIME, HIDING I PRETTY MUCH
FROM THE WORLD, AVOIDED THE
T 1950 THAT WAY
MYSELF.

BUT You
SAID You'RE
IMMORTAL7? DOESN'T,

A3 Do MOST

To BE A NEVERENDING OF LS. IF You DON'T
SEARH FOR DISTRACTIONS | | HAVE SOMETHING TO
FROM THE TERR|IBLY KEEP You OCCUPIED,
MUNDANE BUSINESS OF WELL .1, THAT'S WHY
LIVING FOREVER. MANY OF uUS HAVE
HAD SUCH HIGH
PROFILES —WE CAN'T
\ RESIST MEPDLING IN
: MORTAL AFFAIRS,

ALL THINGS, You \*
FIND LIFE |S BETTER R
WHEN You HAVE

THERE HAVE
BEEN IMMORTAL KINGS X

AND PRESIDENTS,
INVENTORS _AND

FIGURES OF
POWER AND
INFLUENCE .

SIMPLY FAKE
YOuR DEATH WHEN
THE TIME COMES AND
MOVE oN 10 SOME-
THING ELSE.
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WMSI
PROMETHEUS?

WHAT O
—_/ DoES IT HAVE

A
EVERYTHING
You BELIEVE

ABOUT YOURSELF
\ IS A LIE,.. %

ONE OF US,
ToO.

WHAT I'VE
N /MMORTAL, JUST SPENT
FRIEND!  FIFTEEN MINUTES
TELLING You ARouT/
couLd T HAVE
TELEGRAPHED 1T
A LIMTLE PLAINER.




= BUT WHAT
FEW MOMENT3 10 ABouT THE.
ASSIMILATE, IF You | INNER GODS7T
LIKE ... S

7 THERE'S NO GOaD
STIFF ALE TO BE.

I NEED
Td SIT DOWN.

THAT'D BE e
MY HANDI WORK === ABOUT THE
THERE, YES. ., DECEPTION

S AND ALL, BUT TRUST ME

q WHEN T SAY |IT

WAS NECESSARY,

WHY DID
You DO THIS
O MET

To PREPARE
You FOR ALL
THI S/
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S i A FEW THOUSAND YEARS
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GIVING 1T TO Yod
STRAIGHT THEN,, eh?

PO I KNOW YWRE
TELLING ME

WHAT IF
THIS IMMORTAL
BUSINESS 1S JUST
NOTHER LIET
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WHEN YOou TURNED YOUR CHANGING |INTO THAT

INTO THE HUMAN FORM WAS YOUR FIRST
PROMETHEAN USE OF ONE OF THE POWERS
FOR THE FIRST WE IMMORTALS HAVE —

TIME ... %

THAT WAS o OR TRANS -
YOUR “FUBERTY" MUTATION |F
IF You WILL. you WISH,

—_— 4 7 \w AN UGLY- SOUNPING
. Al Y\ WORD FOR SOMETHING
S0 )NTERESTNG— 4
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7 V'SEE, You HAVE X
%7 TO LUNDERSTAND THAT

MY FRIENP, IS
SOMETHING I'M STILL
WORKING auT MYSELF,
BUT AS To Your
PARTICULAR DILEMMA...

EIGHT ouT
REALITY ONLY ABOUT  OF HOWEVER MANY
EIGHT VEARS oLD. YOu END UP LIVING

: I MIGHT ADbD.
¥ 3ee Amackbs A yentures :Only A Mo — AL
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THIS SKILL IS SOMETHING
WE ALL HAVE, To VARYING -
DEGREES. IT TooK ME. |
CENTURIES To GET AS
ADEPT AS T AM AT 11—/
AND |T ST/LL CAUSES A BIT oF PAIN =
To DO IT, SO I DON'T CHANGE
OFTEN. AN IMMORTAL'S FIRST CHANGE
IS A NERVE-WRACKING AFFAIR.. MOST
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*F_ <3 4%”:' YOUR TURNING INTC THE v, WERE
7 IMMORTALS ARE I F;%%'SETHO‘C’FA” E’ASA’?ENT THE INNER
“BORN' FULL-GROWN, YOUR. L GOPS, THEN ?

URGE Ta BE TAKEN

‘“SERIOUSLY " BY YOUR SUPER:
N HERO TEAMMATES —
oY FIRST CHANGES
Ry ARE OFTEN SOME
\ KIND OF BoYISH WISH
b CULFILLMENT LIKE
THAT.

S0 I GUESS WHATEVER
CREATED US DECIDED
IT'D BE A LARK TO HAVE
uS ABLE TO CHANGE SHAPES

you CHANGED
YOURSELF LIKE
You DIp BEFOREZ

1 DISCOYERED You'D HAD
YOUR FIRST CHANGE, T SAW \
IT WAS TIME TO BECOME ACTIVELY
INVOLVED IN YOuR LIFE.

So I
MANIFESTED
MYSELF TO
you,

" THAT IINER GODS
BUSINESS WAS A RATHER
ELARORATE CHARADE
ON MY PART.

I

t

5 B o bt

R IR - THE WHOLE “INNER GaDS”
BUSINESS WAS MY ATTEMPT
TO INSTILL WITHIN You A
SENSE OF RESRNSIBILITY, A
SENSE THAT You
WERE. SOMETHING
MORE THAN
ORDINARY.

... BECAUSE
vyou CouLDN'T
HAVE HANDLED / ,

= N
WHY THE LIEST /
WHY NOT JusT TELL ME
WHAT YouRE TELLIN
ME NOW?Z
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! PON'T TAKE ,

MY UNFORTUNATE OFFENSE AT SHOOTING

TENDENCY FOR THROUGH A
WAY WARD

THE THEATRIC,
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AND |N MY
LIFETIME, I'VE SEEN
MORE OF OUR. KIND GO
ASTRAY, GO MAD WITH THEIR
GIFT, THAN T CARE TO COUNT,
[ﬂ" THEY PIDN'T HAVE YOuR.
PREPARATION, THE MINDSET
THAT, PAINFUL THOUGH
IT MAY HAVE BEEN, T HAVE
CAREFULY TRIED TO
INSTILL IN SOu THROUGH
MY MACHINATIONS,
f .

SR
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£ WHAT MINDSET?

WHAT MAKES You
THINK 7/ SANE
¥ AND WELL ADWISTED?

. 4

& WA

NAME WAS

a7 WITHOUT MORALITY

\ LIFE BETIER. OFF

YOUVE SEEN
AND FELT WHAT

¥ HAPPENS WHEN AN
4, IMMORTAL 15 CREATED

OR CONSCIENCE,

MACABRE WAS
ONE OF U5,
T00.

BUuT TaTALLY
INSANE, TOTALLY
MALEVOLENT.

HE 7TRICKED
YOU INTO KILLING
A HIM, INTO ENDING
HIS PAIN,

WEIGHED You DowN
EVER SINCE.

FOR WHAT
ITS WORTH..\
THERE. WAS ADTH/NG

You CouLD'VE-
2\ TONE..

Y

MACABRE
WAS A MONSTER,
A PERVERSION OF

DEAD. AND
HE WAS KILLED
IN ABouT THE ONLY
WAY ONE OF US cas
BE.—BY ANOTHER
IMMORTAL .




WHY I DO WHAT
I m-n

To AVOID
ANOTHER
MACABRE.
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/ THIS PLACE
VouE TAKEN

NOTHING
SEEMS QUITE
REAL HERE —

KEEPS
CHANGING.

: LK
g7 IT'S MOTHER ONE
OF THOSE ‘PERKS” OF
BEING |MMORTAL T
MENTIONED, PRIMETHEUS

v o

r

7
%

ICALL IT
"rHEZONE” MY
FLAIR FOR DRAMA
SHOWING AGAIN,
: PERHAPS.

IT'S A PLACE ALL
To RECHARGE ONE'S

BATIERIES,

F/ 3,
:4 j -
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t,",.
sl o NoTHING (|
Y b 5 HERE 15 QUITE )'7'rr]
2l : \ ReAL. 4o
vt i 1 = == WE CAN, BY -
n }'ﬁ.?’,; ! S A BT =7 wusT TamkinG N
;';,.4,; r 2 | [~ A1 CHANGE OUR SURROUND- |-
y fr%;l‘ A R 2| [F [P\ InGS To WRATEVER /T
“:“'f{"il fia: ;_-:fw ' 7Y, WE LIKE— <]
T P " ; < - I5H
: I3 H[)A @ . BE -
4 N 1 BT~ IT THE STREETS .
N

‘@\\‘ 1 OF A MAJOR. :
-:_ MET"ZO‘R)HS“ ;
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DEEP BENEATH
THE OCEAN.

«.OR LANDS
MAN HAS
ER DREAMT
EXSTED.
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A TRY,
PROMETHELS |

JUST CLOSE YOUR
EYES AND VISUALIZE
WHERE You'D LIKETO

BE, AND IT'LL
HAPPEN .

CLICK MY
RUBY RED SHOES
TOGETHER, en?

You HAVEN'T
CREATED AAIYIWHERE
foR Us 1 BE X
WHAT
Dip You

THINK—

PIECE?

.. SORRY, JACOB, RUT
ALL THIS TALKING
GOT ME REALLY

LunGrRY. LIKE A

ANCHOVIES,




I'M CANCELLING
MY LIFE INSURANCE
POLICY, THAT'S FOR
SUR

BE KILLED BY
OTHER IMMORTALS

rre

AND T STILL DON'T
KNOW WHAT A NUCLEAR
BOMB, OR BEING THROWN 3y
INTO THE HEART oF AZ#
~THE SUN, WwouLD Do 0
Yo US. BUT ORDINARY
WOUNDS WILL HEAL

\\'\\\\\\“\.

AT

3 WEIRD MOMENT
| RECENTLY IN A MALL
WHERE T THOUGHT FOR A
SURE T WAS DEAD..,
¥ e BUT SOME THING
SEEMED To
HAPPEN © ME.. 1 pon'T

KNOW WHAT,

==

THAT SOUNDS
LIKE YOu SUFFERED
A MORTAL WOUND,
AD WERE REGENERATED...
HAPPENED To ME MANY ATIME.
HURTS LIKE THE DEVIL, OF
C0URSE, BUT LEFTME NONE THE
WORSE FOR THE
WEAR .

T DEAL WITH
IN ONE AFTERNOON,
ISN'T |77 IT MAY BE
A LONELY LIFE QUR
KIND LEAD, BUT K
“HERE ARE THINGS &

24

T FEEL LIKE
MY LIFE uNTIL
NOW WAS JUST SOME

STRANGE , COLORLES |
PREAMn Y {l\
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|
%
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o eh?
WHAT 1s 1T
PRONETHEUS?

(Y

\3

WHAT CAN T 3AY,
THENZ SHE WILL

DIE , PROMETHELLS.

GROW OLD AND
DIE, LIKE ALL
HUMANS MusT.

/ ITISN'T
FAlRlll
SHE'S KEPT

AND FACE HER KNOWI
WHAT T KNOW?

WHAT ABOUT
HER, JACOBZ TAWN 7 WHAT HAPPENS

ME. AL/WVE, JACOB,
HOW CAN T GO BACK

WHAT AROUT

To HER A3 T KEE
LIVING, AND LIVIN
QN ANDLIVING T

P
G,

PROMETHEU S
ONE OF THE FIRST,
SADDEST LESSONS ALL
OF 0US LEARN 15 THAT

NG

1

' THAT LOVE

LOVE /SA'T IMMORTAL .
THAT LOVERS DIE.

HOW —
HOW CAN You
SAY THATZ
y

P
/
=

DIES,

Nou MAY THINK,

NoTioNS You HA\}
HOLD, T CAN

TELL NOU THAT
SPENPING ETERMNITY
WITH ONE LOVE 15
ANOTHER WNAME
FOR MELL.

b
B / f—
WHATEVER RDP\ANTIC
/L//
K

(

- ¢
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LOVE ISTHE QUICKEST
PATH -TO DESTRUCTION
FOR ONE OF US.

v

!

EANS.., LIVE WITHOUT
23 HER, VES, THAT

TOO.

s

\

BUT I 20 KNAW THAT YouR
DAWN WILL ONE DAY DIE,
WHETHER IN FIFTY YEARS
OR A DAY, AND ¥/, IF
YoU WANT TO KEEP ALIVE
YOURSELF, MUST ACCEPT THIS.

KNow THE FUTURE,
AND THAT'S PART OF
WHAT KEEPS ME
GOWG- ENERY DAY,
THUAT I CAN STILL

THERE'LL BE
TIME FOR ANSWERS
ANOTHER. DAY,
PROMETHELS. I'M NOT
LEAVING YOuR LIFE
ANYTIME SOON. IF YU
NEEP ME, T WILL BE
THERE. WE Musr
GO—TIME |5 STRANGE
HERE IN THE ZONE..

.. T UNDER—
STAND, PROMETHEUS .
AND T THINK TS
TIME WE LEFT HERE,
FOR NOW.

WAIT/
WE'RE.

LEAVINGE

T-JWE GOT

SO MUEH MORE

70 ASK./

YWU'VE BEEN
GWEN A LOT oF
KNOWLEDGE
TOPAY—

-7} IT'S TIME.
A% = ) AN HOUR CAN BE A
,, = Vgu MULLED DAY BACK 1N NORMAL
ITALL OVER TIME. T DON'T KNOW
. How MUCH TIME HAS

ELAPSED SINCE
WE LEFT,
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GONNA GET USED
TO THAT...

BELIEVE 1T I'VE

QVER, PRO.

NEXT: MALICE



the slimeball

speaks

This one comes to you a little sooner
than our last did — no gigantic crowd
scenes written by a tyrannical writer for a
struggling artist to draw. It’s rather a
change of pace from our normal densely-
layered, hundred-things-going-on-at-once
type stories... I hope you enjoyed it!
“Truth” in many ways marks the culmina-
tion of a direction I’ve been heading with
Prometheus’s character since 1986 or so —
ten years now! Good lord, I need a life...

Our back cover artist this time out is the
famed Stan Sakai, creator of Usagi
Yojimbo! Stan is renowned for his detailed,
meticulous art and great storytelling — it’s
a real honor and pleasure to have him on
our back cover this issue. Check out Usagi
Yojimbo if you haven’t: it’s currently pub-
lished by Mirage Comics.

Thanks to my cohorts in the United
Fanzine Organization, who voted Amoeba
Adventures as Best Overall Publication for
the second year in a row in the 1996 UFO
Awards. We also won Best Artist (Max

Areebamal

Larry Blake
69306 St. Rt. 124
Reedsville, Ohio 45772

Thanks for sending the copy of Amoeba
Adventures #21! 1 really liked the individ-
val characters’ reactions to the disappear-
ing Prometheus! Clearly defined personal-
ities. The crowd scenes at the party were
great. Max is amazing. I spent minutes
looking for Nightstar — but sadly only
found Waldo. *Sob!*

I can’t yet imagine what this whole sto-
ryline is leading up to — but it sure is fun
getting there. Geez — did Apu survive the
destruction of the Quik-E-Mart? Bet no
one will be drinking any Flaming Moes in
that neighborhood for a while.

Bill Messner-Loebs’s back cover was a

Ink, of course), Best Editor, and everyone's
favorite rampaging rabbit Rambunny tied
with Denny Stephens’s soon-to-be-infa-
mous F-Man for Best Male Character. Max
and I thank everyone who voted for us and
congratulations to all the other winners!

* o o

Finally, an update on the Eric Hampton
murder case. For those who don’t know,
Eric was a talented small press creator of
comics including Kari & The Pirate who
was mugged and killed in his hometown of
Minneapolis last February (I wrote about it
here in AA #17). Rick Howe’s excellent
small press commentary ’zine Topical
Studies has done a report on what’s hap-
pened since: unfortunately, the MPD has
arrested no one, though Public Information
Officer Penny Parrish reports that “the
detectives have not given up the case.” A
candlelight vigil was also held by Eric’s
fiancée Kammy and friends on the one
year anniversary of his death. Rick promis-
es further updates on the case as they
become available. Topical Studies, always
some of the best reading in the alternative
press, is available for $2 or so from Rick at
1302 22nd St., Apt. A, Columbus, GA

PO Box 2230
University MS 38677

kick. I was a big Journey fan — but
hadn’t a clue what he’s up to these days.
Glad to see he’s still around.

(Bill Loebs is winning some big acco-
lades on his writing for Thor these days,
for one o’ them big comic companies
somewheres...)

Avril Siddell
Auckland, New Zealand

Thanks for the comics you sent me. The
Fifth Anniversary Special filled in a lot of
gaps for me; the little biographies were a
big help. #20 and #21 are great as usual.
Mitsu even got the Cantina Band to play
at the party! I'm impressed!



Peter Hopkins
418 S. 20th St., Apt. #6
Louisville, Kentucky 40203-1500

When I read Mitsu was going to have a
party I thought he was being ludicrous
with Prometheus missing. I'm wondering,
Nik, when is the Squadron (or what’s left)
going to come together? The Dark One is
just picking them off — he or she has got
their act together because it looks like he
will get all of them before they get serious
about this...

So Rambunny survived? Boy, he’s
tougher than that pink one with the

I think the Dark One might just be a
pawn itself, perhaps of Macabre (hey,
isn’t he dead?) or the Inner Gods... then
again I'll just read on and see what else
you and Max have up your sleeve.

(Thanks for your highly long and cool
letter, Pete, sorry I couldn’t run it all...
but one question: who the hell is “the
pink one with the drums’’?)

Michael Neno
P.O. Box 151303
Columbus, Ohio 43215

I just read Amoeba Adventures #20 and
#21; a most enjoyable read, and I'm
impressed. These issues had more; more
suspense, more intrigue, even more better
art by the ever-prolific Mr. Ink (all right,
so it’s not grammatical). I especially
appreciated #20 being all one continuous
sequence; cinematic and very effective.
Can’t wait to see #22. Oh, the silent pan-
els in #21 were also very effective. One
sign of a good writer is: he knows when
not to “write” anything (Roy Thomas, are
you listening?).

Jerzy Drozd
P.O. Box 221
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48804

Amoeba Adventures #21 was very good.
A good writer always surprises his/her
readers, and this was the case. The last
thing I expected after Rambunny’s
“death” and Pro’s disappearance was a
party! But, as in every good story, when
Mitsu suggests it, it only makes sense
(from Mitsu’s point of view, anyway).

The next surprise was The Dark One’s
appearance at the convenience store
(although the beer falling to the ground
and smashing was a bit much, don’t you
think?). Again, fluid scripting, keeping
The Dark One’s words cryptic and short.
I’m so tired of fight scenes that have con-
versations! (The worst of all I think was
the fight scene where Northstar [of Alpha
Flight] reveals he’s a homosexual —
yeah, the first thing I wanna do in a fight
is discuss my sexuality!)

The dialogue was excellent. The Dark
One spouted a speech in #20 very much
like the kinds I tried to plan for every jock
who snapped me with a towel in junior
high.

Ninja Ant is reminding more and more
of the kind of guy who thinks having an
earring is real cool, having a tattoo of a
knife with a snake wrapped around it is
tough, and Motley Criie are the best band
next to Anthrax. Take that as you will.

WHAT THE HECK
DOES THIS DROZD
GUY THINK 1S
WRONG WITH
THE CRUE?



Troy Hickman
3200 S. 9th St. Apt. A
Lafayette, Indiana 47905

Hiya! Hey, thanks mightily for AA #21.
It was a swell issue, perfectly merging the
change of pace that the party presented
with the continuing build up of “The Dark
Ages.” Lots of great stuff to dig in this
issue: Spif's dedication to finding Pro,
Max’s incredible crowd scenes (thanks
for including my motley crew, by the
way), that very familiar-looking doctor,
the big fight scene (Max draws great
explosions), the lovingly rendered forest
scene, and on and on. As with every issue
of this title, I thoroughly enjoyed myself
from cover to cover, and that’s really
what we should ask of every comic book.

I’'m going nuts, though, as I can’t figure
out for sure what’s going on! Being the
control freak that I am, I have to second-
guess everything, but I can’t get a definite
line of this storyline, and it’s making me
bonkers. Is the Dark One some manifesta-
tion of Hank? I assume he can’t actually
be Hank, since I think he’s the mystery
man in the padded room. Is he actually
somehow Prometheus, maybe one of the
multitude of Pros that came into being
when the original split in #9?7 Or might it
be that he is, in fact, Larry Towsley, so
bent on revenge for your defamation of
his character that he’s decided to destroy
your character? (Naw, it couldn’t be him,
even if that was his intent, he probably
wouldn’t get around to doing it for
decades!). I know this storyline is going
to go on for six more installments, but
could you hurry it up? I’'m dying out here.

By the way, my compliments to Max
for his continued brilliance. I wonder
sometimes if he truly appreciates how
much he’s contributed to the success of
Amoeba Adventures, and I just want him
to know that I certainly recognize that
(now let my family go, Max!).

(I know the first two issues of TDA
have been chock full o’ disparate plot
threads...but don’t freak, Troy, things
are going to start coming together in a
big way next issue! Troy, of course,
puts out the fine up-and-coming new
superhero book Holey Crullers!, #2 of

which is now available. Drop him a few
pesos and get it!)

Nickalli Braaten
Spokane, Washington

Got the latest issue of AA —cool! The
Dark One reminds me of Lando’s mask in
Return of the Jedi when they went to get
Han back from Jabba the Hutt. I'm hold-
ing my breath to see what happens next!

John Yeo, Jr.
2005 W, Callender
West Peoria, Illinois 61604

Well, the fun part of Amoeba #21 was
obviously the huge party. But why’d they
invite the Jawas? Those guys really smell
up a place, y’know. I suppose better than
Tusken Raiders, right? The Flaming
Carrot... Bone... The Tattooine cantina
band... Charlie Brown... quite a spread!

On the serious side, The Dark One
strikes again. But at least this issue con-
firmed that all our heroes are still alive...
albeit barely in some cases. What I'm not
looking forward to is the inevitable
assault upon Ninja Ant. If this villain
manages to wipe the smile off of his face,
it’s going to break some hearts. This book
is holding my complete attention.

(Y’know, I think someone ought to
write a thesis on “Star Wars imagery in
the pages of Amoeba Adventures.”
Heck, I’d award a Ph.D. to anyone who
pulled that off! Thanks to everyone for
writing in — I thank you, Max thanks
you, our P.O. Box thanks you! - Nik)

NEXT 1SSUE: Things go from
bad to worse for the gang, as we
hit the halfway point of “The Dark
Ages.” What happens? Let's just
say that the search for Hank
Jensen begins, the secret of the
Dark One's identity is revealed —
sort of — and a very familiar
character leaves our pages forev-
er. And that's just for starters. Be
here in August for “Malice.”




HEQUEORGH ECKTISY,

Here’s a list of the latest releases in Spring 1996 by the members of the United
— Fanzine Organization, a co-op of self-publishers interested in creating good
comics. For information about joining the UFO, contact current Chairman Nik
Dirga at P.O. Box 650, Hemando, Mississippi 38632-0650.

LOOKING FOR MORE GREAT SMALL PRESS COMICS? CHECK OUT THE LATEST FROM THE UFO!

AG Graphix Presents #4: Anthony

Gray’s Dinosaur Man and Fusion
team up in a riveting tale featuring a young
gid in mortal danger. A unique combina-
tion of text and pin-up art by artists rang-
ing from Perry Lake to Michael Desing
highlights this experimental story, one of
the more unique comics around! 56 page
magazine, $2.00 from Anthony Gray, 1103
West St., Utica NY 13501.

IZ Dinosaur Man #1: Reprinting the
acclaimed origin of Dinosaur Man by
Anthony Gray and David Tryzenski from
1989! Paleontology student Greg Grey
discovers his family’s astounding history
— and their monstrous curse! 20 page
magazine, $1.50 from Anthony Gray,
address above.

M Fantasy Theater #5: The finest

anthology comic in small press is
back, now digest-sized! This issue is jam-
packed with material, including a new
installment of “Glorianna: The Iron Oasis,”
“The Reaper,” “Phantos” and the debut of
the small press super-team The Ultra
Squad, in part one of what's sure to be
creator J. Kevin Carrier's magnum opus,
“Demon War.” 44 page digest, $2.00 from
J. Kevin Carrier, 8913 Eldora Drive,
Cincinnati OH 45236.

F-Man #11: Denny Stephens’s first

UFO book is a real winner, highlight-
ed by a stunning color cover. This issue
reprints three months’ worth of F-Man
comic strips from the pages of the
Ortonville Citizen, featuring the hilarious
adventures of F-Man and his sidekick
Rhino Boy fighting the forces of evil! 36
page digest, $2.00 from Denny Stephens,
P.O. Box 716, Ortonville Ml 48462.

IZ Holey Crullers! #2: Troy Hickman

and Jerry Smith’s highly acclaimed
series continues, this issue featuring two
complete stories: the wryly funny “Head
Games” and the psychological drama of
“Roles.” Don’t miss the comic that'll
change the way you look at superheroes!
28 page digest, $1.50 from Troy
Hickman, 3200 5. 9th St. Apt. A,
Lafayette IN 47905.

Pizzazz and Frog-Boy #8: It's a

new issue of Scott McClung's clas-
sic superhero action-comedy: has Frog-
Boy gone bad? Is Pizzazz really an evil
clone? Will Lord Rot take over the world?
Read it and find out! 16 page digest,
$1.00 from Scott McClung, 537 S.
University #6, Norman OK 73069.

Systems of Desire #5: Michael

Hegg avant-garde anthology
retums, with a variety of thought-provok-
ing fiction, sketchbook material, surreal-
istic comics by Brett Bogart and movie
reviews, all in this immaculately pro-
duced issue. 40 page digest, $2.00 from
Michael Hegg, 58 Touchstone, Lake
Oswego, OR 97035.

IZ Topical Studies #14: This special

“update” issue of Rick Howe’s
famed ‘zine includes an update on the
Eric Hampton murder case, as well as a
bountiful letters section and a review of
Troy Hickman's Cosmic Waves story
“One Small Step.” 12 page digest, $1.00
from Rick Howe, 1302 22nd St. Apt. A,
Columbus GA 31901.

IZ Tetragrammaton Fragments
#149: The UFO’s official newslet-
ter, full of news and reviews! Sample
copy $2 from Nik Dirga, address above.



The Protector of
Poltar City is back!

Follow the continving saga of Mister Midnite in issve #12!
16 thrilling black & white digest-sized pages with a full color cover for just
$1.50 from ALLIED COMICS, 1805 Girard St., Utica NY 13501.
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SPECIAL 2020 BONUS SECGTION

Max Ink always did

amazing art for Amoeba

Adventures, but if you ask

me, #22 is his peak. It
was a big ask for a script
of two people basically
walking around talking to

be visually interesting, but
with his design sense and

My story leaves me with mixed
feelings. | was trying to tie together all
the crazy Prometheus origins ideas
dating back to comics I'd done at 15
years old, as seen in my scribbles at
right.

| think it mostly worked (no, | really
was NOT homaging "Highlander" -
immortality was not a new theme in
fiction). If AA had continued, the
mystery of Jacob Potter would have
been explored. As his appearance in
#27 made clear, he wasn't really a very
nice guy, despite what he said.

. Roger Dean-inspired
surreal style, this turned
into one of the most
visually beautiful issues
we ever did.
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,FACE' FRONT, TRUE BELIEVERS. ITS THE ALL-NEW, ALL—DIFFEREN‘T\

TETRAGRAMMATON
FRAGMENTS

\THE:EF—F@_ NEWSLETTER OF THE UNITED FANZINE ORGANIZATION!|
(o} ]

You REAWLY GET INTO
THIS HYPERROLE,
DONT You?

PRO, SON, IF
You Go7 1T,

| joined the long-running
United Fanzine Organization
back around #8, and by 1996,
| became the Chairman for a
year, following terms by Sam
Gafford and Jim Pack - both of
whom have sadly passed
away too young in the last 12
months.

The cover for my first issue of
the UFO newsletter
Tetragrammaton Fragments
as Chairman, left, was
adapted from an earlier Max
Ink drawing.

AR

JAN 96 « $2.00

At right, Karate Kactus and
Prometheus join several other
famous small press stars in a
cover featuring Bob Elinskas'

creation Mister Midnite, drawn by
Tim Fischer.

TETRAGRAMMATON

Fragments

ONE SIDE,
HEROES!

“148

MAR 96 * $2.00

IMISTER]
IMIDNITE]
IS BACK!

| THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE UNITED FANZINE ORGANIZATION




| did not "lend" the Amoeba
Adventures characters out
often, but J. Kevin Carrier
was (and is) a terrific friend,
and when he asked to
borrow the Asbestos
Mushroom for an all-star
villain showdown with the
hero Mister Midnite, how
could | refuse?

Mister Midnite Special #3,
1996, was written by Kevin
and drawn by Tim Creel.
Mister Midnite was created
by Bob Elinskas.
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ENJO
[\ WATCHING
YOU FRY!

)

DION'T HAVE TO
GO TO ALL THIS
TROUBLE JUST
TO GET My
AUTOGRAPH.

UM..
ANYONE GET
THE NUMBER OF
THE HAIRY, SMELLY
TRUCK THAT
HIT ME?

You can't really
go wrong with
the "gang of
bad guys team
up" story, and
this was a lot of
fun to read. |
liked the
'roided-out look
Creel gave the
Mushroom, who
fit right in here
with this shady
crowd.

WE FINALLY GOT
ORGANIZED. WORKING TOGETHER,
WE CAN ELIMINATE OUR ENEMIES
ONE BY ONE!

YOU WERE
JUST THE FIRST.
NEXT WELL WASTE
THAT SCUMBAG ,

NOT UNTIL
IVE HAD my
REVENGE ON
MATRIX!






