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The Slimeball Speaks:

I want to thank you, the reader, for helping me
make Amoeba Adventures into the modest success
it is today. I hadn't really seen this title
lasting, but it sure looks 1like it will for a
few more years at least, so I'm going to start
doing something I didn't think I'd ever do.

Subscriptions, starting with next issue. Here's
the pitch. For $5.00, you'll ensure yourself of
receiving the next four Protoplasm Press
publications. That includes specials and
one-shots like One-Celled Tales or the coming
Spif solo adventure, so you won't miss anything.
I pay postage, you get the comics hot off the
press, and we're all living full and enriched
lives. What a deal!

* % %

Some Nikommendations to get off my chest, great
small press books worth checking out, stuff like
Nat Gertler's slice-of-life Live and Loves Of
The Average Panther. This is one of the best
s-o0-1 books out there, and it's a mere 50¢ from
Nat at I-8 Village Green, Hi-Nella, NJ 08083.
Anyone who's ever gone to college will
appreciate All-Steve Comics #5, with its sordid
tales of college admission processes. For a mere
25¢ and a stamp from Steve Leach at 639 Colonial
Ave, York, PA 17403, how can you go wrong? It
even has free stickers! Yop! Finally, there's
the new offering from Terence Anthony's Madheart
Press, what I consider one of the best s-p books
I've ever seen, Shadowtown #1. This takes place
in a not-so-hard-to-imagine future when black
'Americans are segregated into their own separate
nation, New Africa. Great story, great
characters, great art! Don't let the $2.75 price
tag throw you, it's huge and well worth it.
Madheart Press is PO Box 7185, Santa Cruz, CA
95061. Try to snag all these great books, you'll
thank me later!

* % %

A final word about Prometheus: The Silent Storm,
the all-star AIDS-awareness jam adventure of the
Squadron coming in June: dom't miss it!

BN F R

AMOEBA ADVENTURES #7, April, 1992. Published bi-monthly. All
contents are C 1992 Nik Dirga. All rights reserved. Protoplasm Press, PO
Box 2230, University MS. 38677. This one's for the SS crew, homeboys!




THE STORY SO FAR?
OK, YoU ASKED FOR IT.

TO YouR RIGHT

1S THE HOMICIDAL
DEMI- 60D MASTER
MACABRE. HE'S

FOR OUR. HERGES
PREDICAMENT.

2

OUR HERCES, OF _ 4
COURSE, BEING 25
THE ONES IN A 22

DIMENSION, 2
EHE 1S LORD 3

WRTTE, RAN AND LETTERED g1

MR PROTOPLASM”

ANIK DIRGA
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€ is in the world.
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NOW THINGS
GET WoRsSE .




AM BUNNY :

OBVIOLSLY GeaD O :
MASTER MACABRE.SPLIT  \4,|
US UP AND "M SOMELIHERE |

IN THIS DAMN DIMENSON, /= g
\RGHTZ RIGHT.

SO NOW | JUST HAVE
J FIND THE o-mERS, THEN..

I'M A PATIENT MAN, UP T6 A O3
OINT. You, BuDDr, AR ABOUT




AW YES RABBIT MAN. WE IS
GONNA RAVE. TO MURT YoU
NOWJ.

OR,OK, 1 CAN
HANDLE. THIS,
NOT A PROBLEM..,

TO FPOINT OUT TH
OBV/0US, YoU ARE.
SURROUNDED,

DEDUCED THAT
EACH TIME YOU
STRIKE Ls/ME,
WE/| DOUBLE,

SOYOU SEE, OLD CHAP, WU ARE,
TO SPEAK IN THE VEPNA%

ZABUT, WHAT YOUVE o
 [UNDOUBTEDLY FA/LED

ALS0 INCREASES
GEOMETRICALLY,

i

J
‘
\

MR. SPIF:|




SMILING DEMONS...
MISSING PARTNERS...
TROCH!--. DEAD...
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HE IS...

) : 7 B3
- || % [t S THE DAY_
‘\‘A 'w'af 7= RN ariLLs02
A MAN DOWN Y
ON THAT LEDGE™% I / % 3
\ OU THERE: A A
N\ wro ARE oU? ) Y\ 7
1) WHERE AM [3 /% c
> ;o

/.

4l
1
/
7
5

P - ] o { ’
SORRY | AM [ DID HE sAY "SORRY " (OH GREAT.) OH YES- -RECORD FOR THE,)
BUT ALL u% MusT] INVERTED MAN ALEX THE.

AND WHATS WITH SHOULDVE ROUGHT
|\ HIS SPEECH... w
o

[ '@‘?’\\
\!




f To SURVIVE, YOU'VE

RAQUL: GOT TO BE. A HARD
: COCKRQACH. .. STRONG
PONGOPOLIS. COCKROACH. A...A DARK
COCKROACHZ
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FECT ABOVE.
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NAMES CHUCK,
BUT JLLLET YE

7 I'VE READ MY

TO DEAL WITH
YOUR KINDZ
= =

NOW DON'T GO Blélm' og Nﬁ
LADDIE. | € LLED ;
Sl TODAY ALRERDY
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CEEMS YOU AND
[ Yuir PALS BEEN A
| WEE BIT MAUGHTY..
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EAH, YoUD BETTER
RUN, FUZZRUCKETY,

/OH, HITTING FRO
BEHIND, EHZ COME
BACK AND FIGHT
LIKE A COCKROACH,
You OVERGROWN
SHAG RUGY YAU...




RAMBUNNY
WILL SAVE Us/
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T-Too LATE... HE..HE DIDNT ACT...

.




OHH... A HUNORED A\D
TEN HOURS OF WORK
=\ OOWn THE. ORAIN.. .

SORRY AM

WAS THIS OF

MY CHOOSING;
NOT. .

INVERTED --MY GOSH:
YOUR SPEECH, THE WAY
You SEEM TO FLICKER
KE A BAD TV [MAGE...

DURE. SOMEHOW REVERSED
IN TIME, AEENT You?

MY Is ALEX...SOME

(e

AND My ARMOR... You
MOVED T BACK IN TIME
SOIT NEVER EXISTED,

YOURE HOPPING
AROUND THROUGH TTME!,

RIGHT... EXPERIMENTS MY’
IN PHYSICS QUANTUM

THEORY TIME
AND UNVEAFECTED]
TURNS TOOK. ..

MACABRE. AND
HAS TEMRORARILY
THAT PROBLEM

YES/ JOWN US,
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ABOUT TIME
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MENTAL ATTACKS?

WHAT MENT-
AAOWW WY

GOSH, SURE La0Ks
LIKE THAT WoRLD-
FAMOUS ADYENTURER
CYRONE. SPIF To ME,

YA [NOW Now, 1 REMEMBER. HIM A
Al A JOVIALYOUNG FELLOWS... =
o 0 22 DOCTORS &%
| ke Ly

EXAMNATION M 2 ki
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F IT's JUST A FLESH :
WOUND? C'MON RACK AN
'Ll BITE YER LEG

AH, WELL...OK, THINGS
CoULD BRE WORSE. ..
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D/ ALL MY LIFE | SPENT AGAINST
VIOLENCE, JUST A PEACEF(L
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OH YEAH, b REAL CHAMELON!
EVERY FACE BUT YOUR OWN,
RIGHT 2

e, 7 I//.o;/'t.' ::4,,
R
A ”I' c‘
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CAN'T BELIEVE WE
PUT UP WITH GARBAGE
LIKE You Fd/z As LGNG-

GET OUT OF
OUR LIVES!H

NOS RAMBUNN
("M SORRY/ 'L

OH,REALLY? THEN TELL N\~
ME, SWEET CHILD O"MINE....)

You MEVER UNDERSTOOD ME./ | TRIED S0 T MAKE.
\% VoU SEE THAT VIOLENCE ONLY LEADS 16 MORE
N VIOLENCE

THEN You BECAME A, A /
SUPERHERO -- CURING- | //
THE WORLD'S ILLS BY /!
PUNCHING PECPLE. 4

ROUGH WALLSZ

I'M GLAD ! DIED

BEFORE. YoU BEGA!

THIS MEW TEAM...

| WOULDNT HAVE. ﬂi

WANTED THE 3

BLAOD ON MY
HANDS 7




DO You DENY TH|S, PETER?

[ LOVED You, ANO YouU
LET ME DOWN/

MANSLAUGHTER...
PROMETHEUS... THEY
TRUS TED YoU!

ARE, | WANT
NG FART OF IT.

Thrs is for losi
yau; medrca/ lt'cerr,?szf 7H/5 |5 FOR. LOSING D!

This I's for your Gly Shoes!
V_AND THIS |S FOR
ARY LOUISE 7
,fﬂﬁs [ Mary Lour ez s bims

Si
GIRL We KISSE]
BACK IN FIFTH
4 GRAOE. SPLIT
HER LIP WITH

YEAH, WELL, ['VE MADE A
CAREER OUT OF DOING- WHAT
['M NOT sum?yosgp ©--AND

Gaop AT
PRESCRIBING




IOTHING YOU CHEAP FAKES
CAN DO To ME. IS WORSE THAN /.
WHAT ['VE DONE TO MYSELF.,

@
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ZZ7E0RRY T0 BE A DOWNER, BUT
/ |7 LOOKS | IKE. YOUR PALS CCUIONT

TAKE A SPIN CYCLE IN THE

HICH REMIND
ME, SET THE
1 \/CR FOR MY

WHY,JUST
AlTnE
POK ING-
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OH, HIMZ NOW THERE WAS SOME- LAUGHS!
THE. LO0Kk ON HIS FACE WHEN HE SAW 1
& l WAS THE PRIEST
i ALL ALONG...

CAMCORDER. ..

DUMPED HIM WITH SOME LooN
KIENTISTS SOMEWHERE, AND
THEY GAVE ME TEN THOUSAND

TO THE MAGIC?
THE CANDLELIT

DINNERS [,U."EH OF THOSE FANTAST/C SALAD
: Q‘TST' GUPPIES? HOOTERS! CEIERY HEAVEN!

7 RBUT DuUR MILK
HAS BEGUN T CURDLE
IN MY MOUTH, KIDS...

ON TO
BIGGER AND
BETTER THING...
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CONT BE STRAVGERS,
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G[ Mw 0'/ NOW COME. BACK AND
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SOWHAT D'YE THINK,
MACABRE™= THE WEE BYS
COMING- RACK FOR ANOTHE

O/ JEEZ/ HANG ON,
HANG ON | WE'LL GET
MENDED UP... ST
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LooK, SoN, |
THINK WE KNow
WHO WAS REALLY

ALL RIGHT.

“We make companions out of air
and hurt them,
so they will defy us,
completing creation.”
-John Updike, Rabbit Redux

NEXT:
Defying Zeus




Amoebamail

Pretoplasm Press, Pe Bex
2230, University MS 38677

(Well, my plea for letters in #5 was
heeded...but don’t stop now! Keep it
up! I'll now turn this page over to you
and try to keep my big mouth shut--Nik)

Thanks for the copy of AA#5. From
the looks of things it appears that you've
been working with these characters for
a while. Considering this, it's good to
see that the stories hold up on their
own, without researching into the en-
tire universe you have created.

All this and you're funny too. I found
myself laughing out loud with AA #5.
I'm talking about “Prime Time.” I saw
several TV references in the strip, be-
sides David, like the speech on the 15th
page of the story. I thought the music
should've staried up for that one.

Larry Nibert
244 E McCreight
Springfield OH 45503

(Thanks Larry! Larry, besides doing
the cover for June's Prometheus: The
Silent Storm, also puts out The Ruz, a
keen little space opera. It's only $1.50
postpaid, check it out! Now I'll shut up
again--N.)

Nik Dirga...“the funniest man
alive...” ha ha, now that’s a good one.
You're wonderful babe, don't ever
change. AA #5 showed up today and
we had a lovely chat about maniac
mushrooms and cockroaches in tuxedos
(my wife and I just got over an infes-
tation of Raoul's German cousins) and
of course- devilish priests.

Loveliest conversation I've had all
year (this is February, isn't it?) Your
writing is (as always) superb, perfect
for the format.

However...you wanted input on your
art. Your rendering of these cartoony
characters need not change in any way
(unless you want them to, of course).
The backgrounds, although, are over-
due for a revision and resettlement.
The building on page eight looks like a

a cardboard cut-out. And on the fol-
lowing page, David introduces Elvis
“Muskrat” Presley...if we could see
through Mr. Letterman's desk, his feet
would be in his knees. Pespective,
m'boy, perspective...it's justhow ya see
things (in releation to each other, that
is).

Max Ink
Columbus, Ohio

(Congrats to Max and lovely wife
Missy on the birth of their son, Aaron
Emmanuel, March 18--N.)

The NA and KK back-up: another
neat story. If he's not already, John
Hurley should be doing a book of his
own, Some thoughtfulness to the lay-
outs, and a “weightiness” to the ren-
dering than appeals to me. I especially
liked his depiction of Ginzu. Also a
sense of understatement to his art that
really works. Keep an eye on this guy
(he's going for your wallet!).

Troy Hickman
Lafayette, Indiana

(John's thinking seriously about put-
ting out a book of his own, I'll plug it
here when he does. That's about it for
now...thanks to those who wrote in that
I couldn’'t print..Steve Leach, Chris
Terry, and others. Don’tforget, the all-
star jam Prometheus: The Silent Storm
is coming in mid-June! Until June, stay
spongy!--Nik Dirga)

NEXT: So what's happening to
Prometheus? The story is revealed
nextin AMOEBA ADVENTURES #8,
“Defying Zeus.” You'll find out the
sinister plans of the mysterious Dr.
Crane, and also be there for the
genesis of the two newest members
of the All-Spongy Squadron! See you
in June!




NO MORE
Ysuway
TOKES!

PREVIEW

Coming in June is Prometheus: The Silent
Storm, an all-star AIDS awareness-themed
jam, featuring art by some of small press'
best. I thought you might like seeing some
of the sketches I've gotten by contributors.
Clockwise from right: Rambunny by
Larry Nibert, Mr. Spif by Lynn Allen and
inked by Nik, and Ninja Ant by Max Ink
and inked by Nik.



SPEGIAL 2020 BONUS SECGTION

#7 was one of the more surreal issues of AA, mostly
set in Macabre's surreal dream world with the
characters being tortured in odd ways.

This issue was the closest | ever came to hints about
Rambunny's origin. | often speculated doing a
Rambunny origin issue but in the end, it was better to
leave him a bit of a man of mystery. After all,
Wolverine became a lot less interesting once they
finally revealed his past.

At left, a sketch of Rambunny's father. Below, super-
pumped Raoul.




AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT:

JURG¢ NIK ASKED US TO- 36RUNTS -

/' T0 TELL.Y0u THAT PROTOPLASM

PRESS IS TEMRORARILY - 2 hup ¢
——— MLy

SENDALL ART (ETTERS AND 95 72,

FO. Boy 650
HERNANDO, M5 35632

THIS 15-3GASP-1S OMLY FR THE SUMMER/
AFTER SEPTEMBER |, AL MAIL Goes

GIK TO THE OLD ADRess (R 8oy 1.1/,

ZHURKS sO HOW
COME RAMRUNNY
GETB 10 KICK

BACK BY THE
POOL?

Ka2192.
—&frer Magu're -

Way back in the pre-internet days the only way to let people know you'd
changed your address temporarily was through a postcard.



A "pin-up" | did
for Lynn Allen, a
Rambunny fan.
Rambunny was
not amused.




Somewhere around this time in mid-1992, | joined the United Fanzine Organization, a cool
group of self-publishers who've been around in some form now for more than 50 years. | was
in the UFO for the rest of the time | was in small press and really enjoyed it.

Below is the first of several covers | ended up doing for the UFO newsletter, Tetragrammaton
Fragments.
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Tetragrammaton F ragments #129






