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The Slimeball Speaks®

Sk sk ok ok ok ok

It figures it'd take me 7 issues to think up something as basic as offering subscriptions... Since #7
came out, seven of you have been kind enough to sign up, much more than I'd hoped for. Sure, it's around
1/100000 what an issue of X-Forks or whatever sell, but we secretly know we're better anyway. Thanks to
all who signed up...now go recruit your friends! Family! Pets! Strangers on the side of the road! Look for
the ad somewhere in here for more info, if you're one of those who ain't subscribed yet. It'll change your
life. Honest.

skokokook ok sk

Before I forget, don't miss out on getting Prometheus: The Silent Storm, the all-star AIDS story with
art by (deep breath) John Hurley, Quinton Hoover, Max Ink, Anthony Gray, Lynn Allen, Doug Lumley,
myself, and a cover by Larry Nibert of The Ruz fame. Look at the ad on the back cover for more info, I got
things to say here!

ok ok sk kok ok

This part's for those who want to know little technical details, if you aren't them then skip ahead to
the part where I start to bitch everyone out. OK, You'll notice a slight change in the art style as of this
issue (no, not "it got good," you schmuck!)...I've abandoned using zip-a-tone. Besides being hard to find
since the company went out of business, it's also a pain in the ass and doesn't reproduce half as well as it
should. So, I'm using linework instead to indicate tones of grey. This also gives me a chance to change
around Ninja Ant a bit...I've now given him and Karate Kactus actual eyes, and also bulked out NA some,
giving him a neck and little details like that. I'd never really progressed the design of those two from when
I created 'em way back in '86, so it was about time. Wake up now, time for the ranting section, kids!

% sk 3k kK k

Since becoming involved in small press, I've noticed what a lot of disparate factions form up this
"network" we got here. The common bond is that everyone's doing what kind of comics they'd like to see,
not what the "mass market" wants, be it Liefield or McFarlane this week. I think that's great, the diversity
of small press is its main appeal to me.

But, a lot of "artsy" small-pressers have gotten it in their head that any comic with a super-hero in it
has to be garbage, that you can't tell a serious story with super-folk. I get letters occasionally or read
someone commenting that my comics are "good, for superhero crap." I'm not arguing the quality of my
comics, because frankly I'm the harshest critic of all on them...they're miles away from what I'd like to see.
But to dislike it because of the genre I chose to use to tell my story? That's biased as all get out!

Now listen up! Who the hell got into comics without reading "superhero crap"? And what image does
99.9% of the world have of comics? Cerebus? Yummy Fur? No, they think Batman or Superman. This
knee-jerk reaction of people trying to write off the major focus of their industry is not only stupid, but self-
destructive. If someone tells a kid of 10 or so, who's reading and loving the new Spider-Man, that it's
"crap" and shoves a copy of Love And Rockets under his nose, he'll probably never want to read a comic
again.

Everything has its place in this field. I think the work I'm doing is just as valid as Dave Sim's or
Chester Brown's, and just as important to me as theirs is to them. Yes, it's got super-heroes in it! Does that
make it any less good? If you don't like my work because you think the writing stinks or the art sucks, hey,
great! If you don't like it because it happens to have super-heroes in it, then you're just blinding yourself to
a lot of good stuff out there.

Good super-hero comics can be produced, and continue to be produced. I'm not going to deny that
there's a lot of junk out there, especially these days, but you can still hunt and find a little treasure. Off the
top of my head, anything Peter David writes for Marvel, or DC's Doom Patrol, Sandman, and Swamp
Thing. Or what about Concrete? Not a superhero title, you say? What's not superhero about a man made of
rock who was given his body by aliens? The approach is all that's new and different (and damn good, but I
digress).

Sure, there's superhero comics that still think a fight scene and a short "scene at home" constitutes a
plot, or that "Urgh...Now you know, Mister Malicious, Captain Stovetop is my forgotten son I had with
Lethal Lass! And by the way, I've left my wife! Now I'm going to punch you through this building!"
constitutes dialogue, and if you really want to see that change, if you really want to see good super-hero
Comics...

Then do them yourself. That's what small press is all about.

AMOEBA ADVENTURES #8, June, 1992. Published bi-monthly. All contents are C1992 Nik Dirga,
and can be reproduced for purpose of review only. All rights reserved. Protoplasm Press c/o Nik Dirga, PO
Box 2230, University MS 38677. Additional copies can be had for $1 plus a first-class stamp. Ask for our
free catalogue!
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. Amoebamail

PO box 2230, University, MS 38677-2230

Thanks for #6 of Amoeba Adventures. 1 enjoyed
the bizzare mix of characters (Pepsi-Head on the
street scene on pg. 7 made me chuckle. At first I
thought he was Marshmallow head from the
Stickboy comic book--same cylindrical shape, and
pointy nose--but then I noticed the Pepsi logo) and
also that the story manages to be both noir and light-
hearted, skillful that.

Patrick Keleher
New Rochelle, New York
(Well, Patrick, let me be the first to tell you that
"Pepsi-Head" will soon be receiving his own 12-issue
limited series, with art by John Byrne, Barry
Windsor-Smith, Dave Sim, and a cover by Pablo
Picasso. Hope to see you reading it! What? What's
that? They what? Cancelled out? Oh well...sorry,
Patrick, looks like the guys wimped out on me, no
Pepsi-Head limited series now. Gosh, I coulda been
as famous as Rob Liefield...maybe even had a Levis
501 commercial....-Nik)

I thought #7 was great... lots of excellent
character development. I especially liked Spif's
confrontation with his dual identities and the Raoul
Dark Knight spoof. Hilarious!

Terence Anthony
Santa Cruz, California

@ (Terence also sent a swell little doodle of Raoul  along

which I got a laugh out of -N.)

Amoeba Adventures #7...even though this is
only the second issue I've seen of this series, this is
by far my favorite comic book series. That includes
small press, independent, mainstream, any of 'em...
This is my favorite, nothing else even comes close! I
love Raoul. I'd like to see a special Raoul one-shot or
maybe a special all-Raoul issue of A4.

Your writing is hilarious and you have a cartoon
style to match. This would make a great independent
comic! Hell, if I was an independent publisher I'd
put it out. There are a few things that would have to
rise like a little better inking (although that has
improved) and pro lettering. Don't get me wrong,
your lettering is perfectly readable, it's just you'd be
surprised how much better it looks done by a pro.

Chris Terry
Westfield, Indiana

(This letter was printed solely as an excuse to
booster my ego. Thanks Chris! And now what
Amoebamail column would be complete without a

- word from:..Troy Hickman!)

Contrary to popular belief, I'm not dead, just a |
slumbering behemoth beneath the waves, waiting to
once more surface and eat a major metropolis (nah,
then I'd gain this damn weight back). Glad to hear
from you.

Thanks more than the English language can |
convey for 44 #7. Chronologically, here are some of |
the high point for me: |

*Glad to see a Nikommendation for A//-Steve
Comics. It's one of my favorites and Steve's a swell
guy.

*Qscar. The geometric intelligence angle was a
nice touch.

*Raoul's similes. They struck me like...like a
dead rat in a tampon factory, like a runaway Good
Humor truck on the streets in Hong Kong, like an
impotent street department worker on the planet
Mongo.

*Spif's force of will. I like that guy.

~ *The art, which, as always, is much like Oscar
in its progress.

I wouldn't miss this comic for all the tease in
China, so I'm enclosing a five spot (it's a good thing
a subscription doesn't cost a thousand dollars or I'd
have to send you a g-spot). Does this also entitle me
to the fine selection of Protoplasm snack cakes (I
especially like the Rambrownies)?

Troy Hickman

Lafayette, Indiana

(And on that note, yet another spine-tingling

installment of Amoebamail draws to a stunning if not

altogether amazing end, like a runaway elephant on

codeine plunging over a cliff, like a Democratic

candiate for president in November, like...hey, Troy,
you're right! Those similes are fun! -Nik)
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