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The Slimeball Speaks¥

Greetings! Hope you enjoy this ish! Hey, crazy cover, eh? Tell you what.. first person to actually count
how many amoebas there are on the cover and writes me with the correct answer will get an orignal
signed sketch of any A4 character they wish! Now, only count the ones whose eyeballs you see, OK?
What a way to begin an issue...

ek ke ok ok ok ok ok

So much to relate, so little space... To start off, I'd like to extend
a protoplasmic thanks to Anthony Gray, who kindly agreed to
ink this issue you're now holding, giving me more time to work
on pencilling the Spif one-shot, and also miscellaneous affairs
dealing with "the real world." I think he lends a whole new
look to the wonderful world of 44, what think you? Antireny,
by the way, is the head honcho of A.G. Graphix, which puts out
a healthy variety of comics, including Power For Hire,
Dinosaur Man, Andrubis, The Bat, and A.G. Graphix Presents
with that stalwart young man, Max Ink! All are available for a
mere $2.00 each, do yourself a favor and check them out!
Anthony's at 1105 West St. Apt #2, Utica NY, 13501. Thanks
again!
*okkokkkkk

2 ; Hey! Thanks for all your kind comments on Silent :Storm,
pnnted in the back of this issue. Not only was it the most fun comics experience I've had vyet, it was also
my ticket of entrance into the UFO! What be the UFO, say you? None other than the premiere smzil press
publisher's co-op, around since the late Sixties, and a home for many of small press' best talents and
biggest names! I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you folks for voting me in, and strap an your
safety belts, 'cause the months ahead are gonna be great ones for us all! Look for the double-size, awe-

inspiring, shocking, flabbergasting conclusion to "Details Of Design" next issue, and be warned...nobody
is safe!

ke e ok o

A debt is owed here, to the original creator of Manipulator and Dawn Star, Mr. Christopher Matthews.
Chris and I, many years ago, fiddled with the idea of making our own line of comic books, angd spent
many a lazy junior-high school afternoon thinking up endless arrays of muscle-bound heroces and
heroines. Some of these that I created have already seen their debut in Amoeba Adventures.. Agnus Dei
and Manslaughter from #1-3, and Spif's "Battle Armor" (a stupid idea, gone for good now) from #4-7
were drawn from these ancient characters. As were Manipulator and Dawn, two of Chris' old characters.
They were fairly different then, Hank was white, for one, and married to Dawn, and also had an
abominably ugly costume (sorry, Chris). I'll try to hunt up some old sketches of the pre-protoplasm
characters to run in the back. Anyway, thanks, Chris, for "letting" me take over Hank and Dawn, and I
hope the 1992 versions of them meet with your approval! Galaxy Comix lives!
EEE S EE LSS

Meanwhile, in the present, yet another special edition of Amoeba Adventures is coming out, this one the
second issue of my second semi-regular series, One-Celled Tales! This irregular comic features solo
stories featuring the cast of 44 by talented small press dudes and dudettes. In #2, coming in late
September, you'll see a solo Rambunny tale by Troy Hickman and Doug Lumley that paints the raging
rabbit in a different light, a pratfall-a-minute Herr Heinous epic by John ‘Hurley, and a Spif solo by Lynn
Allen simply called "The Alien Dude Who Stole Spif's Brain!" Gives you an idea what that's about. It's a

mere $2, order now to avoid the rush! Coming in future issues of OCT will be Terence Anthony and Max
Ink!

dkk koK

Whew! How much more can there be? It's little known that in China, this is actually the Year of the
Protoplasm. Honest. Finally, let me alert you all to my new column appearing in Self-Publisher!, lan
Shires' fanzine attempt to dominate the cosmos. It's called "Eye On Mainstream," and reviews mainstream
and independent comics from a small press viewpoint. Check it out, get on the Self-Publisher!

bandwagon, with a sample copy for $1.50 from Dimestore Productions, PO Box 360041, Strongsville, OH
44136.

The story so far: Prometheus was kidnapped by a being called Master Macabre, who handed him over to a
group of renegade scientists. The scientists, led by Dr. Isak Crane, wanted to use Prometheus' power to create a
new race of genetically superior humans. But two of the scientists, Dawn Strauss and Hank Jensen, had second
thoughts and tried to free Prometheus. They were interrupted in their rescue by Crane, who turned on them the
machines he planned to use on Prometheus, using them a guinea pigs. Meanwhile, the other members of the All-
Spongy Squadron are reunited at long last in Spongopolis...



DETAILS OF DESIGN PART FOUR

EMENTAL

BROVGH T 7-0 'S AMT!-iONV e This one’s
/ You 8Y THE [Sirea Mo GRAY C,f".f
(a ES r .
ARLE. AND WILLING: ~ STORY 4 PENCILS INKE{ Galaxy /jfes,(/

y 4




WHILE NNIA ANT AND | WERE I
JPPAN, THEUS WHS KIDNAPPED. . e -~
RAMBUNNY SET

a5 OUT TO FIND HIM,
:] 7 /A <——"-AND TRACKED DOWN
1 5 . ',\""l

THIS... BEING-...CALED

HE DIDN'T HAVE
PROMETHEUS ANYMORE,

MASTER MACABRE, WHO
THOROUGHLY BEAT You

| CAN'T

BELIEVE

.. THEN REVEALED
THIS Y,

)

WE LEAVE YoU Y
GUYS ALONE A

FEW WEEKS, .
COME BACK..

AND OUR

HOME 1S
BLOWN TO
BIT3, OUR

FRIEND

MISSING,
OULR--

GOSH MR ANT

snR AN ou

-

-~

OH, YEAH, GUYS, THIS
1S KY0KO, MY, UH- -

JTECHNIQLUES 2

SG"EAUTH IC
/ NINJA MAIMING

EN

MITSU, 1502V, CALM DOwN... D ?‘

oV
k. ) COULDN'T
/ WORLD TO

% CouLD
y / 002

"/

EXPECT THE
STAND STIL.,

Nk 7,

(/

j \\ -/\' o L4 ;
7 ’3 ahem?
AND WHO i

S THIS2

FRIEND.

-

i

-

el




CCVRNED ILFDY.)
£y

; UM... PANCHO OR WHATE ER)

SNOUR NAME IS«
i
RAouL %S )|
== //NES...couD)

L)

OF oK
SOME
TIME AGo,,

Vd
/’

= You B A DEAR

"INVENT & PERPETUAL
MOTION MACHlNe,
K ' D ‘(/ﬂ

"WASH THE
CAR, SONNY/",

/

"FETCH THE
BAGS, BOY’".

A

oS

. STOMP : STOMP STOMP - -

‘_¢~ -\—.‘)‘;--

]
P ==
WAAAAAULGGGHHH
MONSTERS IN THE BASEMENT/
MONSTERS IN THE BASEMENTY”

2sght A ~
ERE'S NO RACE > |



N <(SUBJECT REMAINS i
K APPARENT COMA, SIR.
R THESE. STRANGE. B0ILS
) ON HIM CONTINUE TO
ERVPT--WERE TRYING:
TO ANALYZE THEM.

SEE THAT You DO,
SCREEN Two.

A
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]

L-—' ‘ =D You oF ANY

COMPUTER.
>Yes, sir?<

ACCESS PERSONAL LOG.

>Command received.<
>File accessed.<

. ‘ﬂ\! "
>Personal log of g

Dr. Isak Crane,
August 7, 1992 <

IT HAS BEEN
SAID LIFE IS A
SERIES OF STEPS.
IF THIS IS TRUE,

THEN | AM AT 2\ 2~

THE APEX OF 4 ,
MY CUMR, 7 =

ESTERDAY, WE BEGAN THE
WORLD AGAIN. THE UNWITTING-
AGENTS OF CREATION, HANK
JENSEN AND DAWN STRAUSS,
WERE SUBJECTED To A
BOMBARDMENT OF ENERGIES
SIPHONED FROM THE
" SUPERHERO" PROMETHEDS,

N

INSTEAD...

| AM FRIGHTENED.
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VERY WELL.
CRANE. OFF.

w* ulZ
{F | AM CORRECT, THOSE
ENERGIES WILL. TRIGGER

STRANGE MUTAT/IONS N
SUBJECTS’ BIOCHEMISTRY-

THEY WILL, FORGIVE THE
CLICHE | BECOME MORE
THAN HUMAN, SPAWNING

A NEW GENERATION /
OF MANKIND. |

A HUMAN 48LE TO @Y

COMPETE WITH THE

RISING TIDE OF MUTANT.

ALIEN AND ANIMAL U

OVERTAKING HIM., 5
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MAN MAY NEVER
i kNOW THE GIFT |
GAVE HIM...BUT AT

LEAST HE wiLL BE,
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l g -3
AND 12 MY THOUGHTS
CASCADE EUERYWHERE
AS | SIT HERE, AT THE
PINNACLE OF MY WORK

[ SHOULD BE GLAD,
FILLED WITH A SENSE
OF ACCOMPLISHMENT.
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SHOULD WE HAUE

TOLD HIM2 HELL, NO/ .. \YoU DON'T KNOW

JENSEN AND STRAUSS...
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2227 DOING HERE?Z
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READING IN THERE.
[T JUST WENT UP
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DAWN..,
DAWN WHAT
HAPPENEDZ

LIKE THERES A
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0T IN HEREZ

LOOK AT THOSE
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[WE HAVE A SUGHT ]
PRORLEM.. STRAUSS AND
JENSEN, ARE GONE.
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RIGHT 2
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AN EXTRA IN
A CHORUS
S LINE.

JEE2--WHAT &
A DAY. /

MY GOD/ | CAN'T BELIEVE THIS/ LOOK
AT WHAT | JUST D19/ LOOK. AT US/

.CALM DOWN. TAKE
DEEP BREATH. IT'S OK.

| KNOW...IT'S JUST...I'VE
NO CONTROL HERE...
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! AM THE REAL
PROME-THEUS/

HEY--You HAVE SUPER
|POWERS NOW?Z yJ—

SICK OF BEING
AN/PULATED,
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COMPUTER RUP - | AM PREPARED TO DIE.
BEGIN FINAL I —
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THE CREATOR
IS ALWAYS
DESTROYED
BY THE
CREATION,

| HAVE SEEN THE

FACE OF GOD
UNMASKED. . .

; ——— |1 & U
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MY GOAL WAS TO CREATE A NEW MANKIND.
| HAVE. :

DESTROY ME, NO
F You UU!SH

a [/
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DR. FRANKENSTEIN, ,
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[ AM REMINDED OF A
DIALOGUE WRITTEN BY
A GERMAN WRITER

N [T, TWO CHARACTERS
THRASYMACHOS AND
PHILALETHES,
DEBATING IMMORTALITY.

ARE

"AND MIND YoU BE
CLEAR AND PRECISE,

“THAT'S A VERY
STALE TRICK.

ff THRASYMACHOS ASKS HILALETHES
"TELL ME NOw, IN REPUIES, AND WE
Qe /! | AR
LLIBE...”
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AFTER MY DEATH? ALL AND NOTHING."|

S0, MY DEAR
SCHOPENHAUER,
WHEREVER.
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"The hour's now come;
The very minute bids thee
Ope thine ear;

Obey, and be attentive.

Canst thou remember

A time before we came

Unto this cell?"

W. Shakespare, The Tempest

i t (V] A NAME FOR

NEXT:

Before We Were So

Rudely Interrupted..
THE GRAND FINALE!

/Y- MACABRE !
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PO Box 2230, University, MS 38677

Well, I'm going to actually shut up for an entire lettercol
Jor once, and let you folks hold forth on June's AIDS-
awareness jam special, Prometheus: The Silent Storm.
I'd like to thank everyone who wrote in with their
comments on it. -Nik

Oscar Stern
New York, NY

Thanks for Silent Storm. A great collaboration for a
cause that can't get enough attention. Apparently
scientists have discovered a new form of AIDS that is
harder to detect since it has no HIV antibodies. They also
figure that in the next few years that half of the AIDS
patients will be women. This is the new plague.

Rambunny and the talisman was a nice vehicle to
explore homophobia, in a way that is not cliched. It was
interesting to see different artist interpetations of each
character. Hoover and Gray are definitely "Pro" material.
Beautiful. As for Monte, 1 hope that when I'm that close
to death, I'll have my sense of humor.

Larry Johnson
Jamaica Plains, MA

In (Silent Storm), attitudes about AIDS are
challenged, and the character of Rambunny interested me
because of his homophobia, turned up supposedly
because of the magic amulet he wore. His instances of
head pain (first shown on pg. 3) I thought initially was
foreshadowing the fact that he may be HIV-infected
himself. What a twist that would have been!

I found myself caring for these characters. Nik has
used a lot of imagination here, and the combination of
fantasy in the real world with its real pain and suffering
is quite a challenge and it works well. A véry good action
story coupled with emotion here. For, Nik is right in his
editiorial about dealing with AIDS "up close and
personal." I know. I attended a memorial service for an
old friend of mine who died of it earlier this year, and 1
know others who are dealing with the illness. It's not an
"us" and "them" disease. It's all "us".

Wayne Wise
Pittsburgh, PA

We enjoyed Silent Storm. You managed to deal with
a difficult topic in an entertaining and informative way.
It's easy for stories of this sort to slip into preachiness,
but you managed to avoid that. We were glad that some
of your characters had a problem with gays, and AIDS,
and that that issue wasn't nicely resolved. Attitudes and
beliefs are changed slowly, if at all. Tt takes education,
and exposure to more information about the subject in
question.

(Wayne and partner Fred Wheaton publish what I'm
gonna call my current favorite small press book, Grey
Legacy. I've put an ad for it around here somewhere, and
urge you all to check it out! It's a wonderful series, and
anyone who likes AA will probably like it, too. Thanks,
Wayne, for the cool Karate Kactus picture! -Nik)
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Troy Hickman
Lafayette, IN

What can I say about Prometheus: The Silent Storm
that hasn't already been said about the second coming of
Christ? (OK, so maybe that's a bit much) Seriously,
though, this book is gangbusters. In the trademarked
Hickman style, here are some of the highpoints of SS:

*My name on the inside front cover. Doesn't it look
cool in print?

*The splash page. A neat layout.

*Pg. 3- Pro answering the phone.

*Iqubala. Living proof of the fact that you don't have
to be human to raise my drawbridge.

*Pg. 6- the Rambunny silohouette. Great!

*Quint and Anthony's version of KK, Pro, and Ninja
Ant. Beautiful stuff.

*The facial expressions in Lynn's section. She
conveys pain very well.

*Doug's Spif and Monte Python.

*Anthony and Quint's "toothy" Rambunny (and their
hallucinatory Ninja Ant) 5

*Max's layouts. Is it any wonder this guy is a small-
press legend (kind of like Bigfoot at a photocopy
machine)?

I've commented on the script previously, but let me
just reiterate that this is a cool story, a daring story, an
important comic. My compliments to everyoné involved
for the depth of their talent and the scope of ‘their
compassion.
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(hey, it's one of the hallowed Silent Storm artists
himself!)
Max Ink
Columbus Ohio

Nik, about Silent Storm...Yee-haw and all that jazz.
Just as each issue of A4 gets better and better, so do your
jam books (especially the cover logo--ha ha.) (Afy
apologies, Max, let it hereby be known that Max Ink did
design the cover logo for SS. 1 forgot! So sue me! -N.)

Let's see, like yourself, 1 loved Quinton Hoover's
work--and T wanted to mention my thoughts about
Quinton's version of Karate Kactus: nice change, with
the folds in the skin, like a real cactus. Too muscular, too
tall, and needed pupils, though. KK is a thinking
individual similar to Pro but more “seasoned," and more
disciplined. (This is how I see the character and I feel the
way he is drawn should reflect this attitude. I see the
characters all have certain personalities that are unigue
and you know very well how their individual qualities
need to be illustrated.

Let me .not forget to mention: everyone did a
splendid job e Silent Storm and should all feel proud.

(Well, since I'm at the end here, I'll allow myself to
comment a bit on Max's letter..] thank you [and
everyone else] who comments on the uniqueness of ny
characters. It's something I work hard on, making them
all individvals. Too often in comics, the only real
difference between characters is their chest emblem. I
think writing is getting more and more subverted in
comics to splashy visuals, and this is a shame. I consider
myself a writer first and foremost, and my duty is to make
each character that walks through the pages of AA alive
and breathing. It's pretty damn sad others don't agree
with this depth of characterization, and even worse how
shallow characters and overall pathetic writing is
prevalent everywhere these days. Teach your kids to

ko Q¥ie £ ses

Addenda and erratum: Of course, the magnificent

read, folks, and teach yourself. Not just comics,
either.. literature is a world, as real as the one we walk
in daily. Without it, you just aren't a full person. Anyway,
that's what I think. By the way, Max, you'll notice Quint's
version of KK, with a few changes, has been apparently
adopted by me (I say apparently because that's how
everyone else is drawing and inking him, so I'd best get
on the boat, eh? J-.Nik)

(watch my head doesn't burst) comic discussed above,
Prometheus: The Silent Storm #1, is still available from
me for a mere $2 a copy, and I guarantee it's 36 of the
best pages you'll read all year! Also, the layout on page
18 of this issue was inspired by John Bymne's Alpha
Flight #12, and if I actually made any money off this
thing, I'd pay him a design fee, but ha! Also, before
anyone gets on me about it, I know, I know, it's
Shakespeare, not Shakespare!! It was a typo, sheesh!

GET IN ON THE
GROUND FLOOR OF
ONE OF THE MOST
ACCLAIMED SMALL
PRESS COMICS OF
] 2 THE 90's. THE
&-«\-. FIRST THREE 1SSUES

CRNBRN ARE IN PRINT AND
(@~ AVAILABLE BY
MAIL FROM:

‘g

#Zer0...c.cocv ... $1.00 ppd {studio
#Zero-one................... $1.50 ppd.
4Zoro-two P.O. Box 110074

Pittsburgh, PA 15232

~NEXT

« TERENCE ANTHONY «
© ANTHONY Gray
- BRAD PARNELL +

CoOME ABOARD FOR THE
GRAND FINALE oF "DETAILS
OF DESIGN”- -

“AS THE WORD

FALLS DOWN"”

LDON'T MISS OMNE-CELLED
TALES #2, COMING SaonN.”»

Amocba Adventures No. 9 (August 1992} is, until Nik dies of overwork, published bi-monthly from
Protoplasm Press, PO Box 2230 University, MS 38677-2230. All contents are C 1992 Nik Dirga.
Additional copies available for $1.00 postpaid. Subscriptions are $5 for the next four consecutive
Protoplasm Press publications, including one-shots and specials. Uh, so, who wants to ink next issue?




UFO CHECKLUIST

THE UFO (UNITED FANZINE CRGANIZATION) is a co-op of small press
editors and publishers who mutually aid each other in the promotion
and 'produciion of their titles and the promotion of higher standards
of quality in the alternative press. Any small preas editor or
publisher interested in Jjoining the group should contact its current
Chairman, Ian Shires/ Dimestore Productions/ PO Bax 360041/ Strongs-
ville, OH  LL136.

HHHHHE

DYNAMITE #12
«50 from Steve Keeter/ 513 N, Summerlin Ave./ Orlando, FL 32803)

The landmark super-hero comic that Steve Shipley launched back in the early '70s
returns for yet another incarnation. The stars of the book are the Oracle Agents,
vwho appear in an epic 16-page strip written and illustrated by the dynamic Tim
Corrigan. That wacky, bawdy, royal bald guy lug (king of a tribe of... umusual
beings) pops back up for the first time since 197L in "Lug Throws a Holiday” by Steve
Keeter and Larry Elake, "Hamburger John '92" also features a new version of an old
classic, this time written by Jim Main and drawn by Steve Keeter. Talented newcomer
Aaron Nee contributes the frontcover, with Blake inks. There's more, including
pin-ups, a centerspread by Tim Corrigan, and a lasttercol.

SOLAR DUCK #3
o 3 rom Kenney McCulloch/ Oz Some Comics/ 3700 Dean Dr. #2208/ Ventura, CA
93003
Kenney McCulloch's first UFO issue of SOLAR DUCK is a wacky, no-holds-barred
romp, written and illustrated with comic abandon by the editor himself. A mad
genius sends his killer robots to tackle SD and his pals... with riotous results.
Also included are character profiles of the cast of crazies, Covers also by McCulloch,
in that distinctive, attractive style... hey, it's a one-man showl

TETRAGRAMMAT(N FRAGMENTS! (THE UFO NEWSLETTER)
{$2.00 per sample copy irom Ian Shires/ Dimestors Productions/ PO Box 3600L1/

Strongsville, OH  LL13S)

TF is the bi-monthly Official Newsletter of the United Fanzine Organisation, the
longest-lived and most respected co-op in small press. Not just another boring clube
zine, this entertaining digest features colums and artwork from the members (includ-
ing some of the finest publishers in small press), news on upcoming publications,

a UFC History Corner (presently covering 1976), and much more. Find out why our sub-
scriber list keeps growing and growing.

AND STILL AVAILABIE

ADVENTURE STRIP DIGEST #2 :
- . 90‘:!);&0;1 Y Reynaldo/ WCG Comics/ 3679 Motor Ave./ Suite 1121/ Los Angeles,
Randy Reynaldo's acclaimed adventure comic returns, featuring ROB HANES and his
sidekick Abner McKenna in two expertly crafted tales.

THE DAMNED THING #2
3.00 from Gafford/ Hobgoblin Press Publications/ S3 Anawamscutt Dr./
Bristol, RI  02609)
The long-awaited Jack the Ripper book is finally out and it's no disappointment!
Five in-depth articles examine the facts of the Ripper case, the theories regarding
the killer's identity, and more.

DUNGAR THE BARBARTAN #43
h!xlié) rom es/ Dimestore Productions/ PO Bax 350041/ Strongsville, CH

Dungar soars atop "the blood red dragon® on his way to a mystic castle atop misty
mountains. Editor/writer Shires and MAX cleverly wesve in an envirommental RESEREE.
Inks by Rob Dubnmicka,
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Some sketches for #9 at right. The big
challenge for introducing Hank and
Dawn in the series with #8 was my
limited ability to draw actual human
beings instead of goofy cartoons. (|

ripped off John Byrne a LOT drawing

Dawn at first.) The great bold inking of

Anthony Gray this issue helped hide
my many anatomical flaws.

Amoeba Adventures #9 probably
had my favorite cover of the series,
just pure goofy fun. A couple of
people actually took me up on the
challenge to count all the
amoebas, and Lynn Allen won the
"prize" by totalling up all 88 of
them. Sheesh!
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The next few pages feature a
handful of these very rough
drawings by a young Nik, who
imagined dozens of storylines
for heroes like The Arachnoid,
Robotron and more. Like most
young comic fans, | imitated
what | liked.

I'm kind of bemused now by
how much | just ripped off the
"Marvel hype" style of Stan Lee
and others but it was fun to
imagine this universe, and
several of the characters
turned up in Amoeba
Adventures in various guises.

As mentioned in the
introduction to #9, both Dawn
Star and Manipulator were
inspired by comic characters
drawn by my old friend Chris
Matthews and | as a kid. The
sketch at left is the only art |
have by Chris of Dawn, while
the one below is one | drew of
Manipulator.

Chris and | drew dozens of
sketches (read, tracings) and |
later wrote hundreds of pages
about the fictional "Galaxy
Comics" universe from about
age 13 to 15. Yeah, | was
pretty cool.



EDAwN STAR.. ” There's something

|Real Name: Borita Summecs  Fiest Appeacance : Manpuiétan %2 Particularly obsessive

I dentity ! Secrot e Y about my doing "Official
encity, \GW ¢ ' imec X

. gien y 2ecere )4 ont Ta ummecs was Handbook Of the Marvel

o gp)O(CC Oi". B.'('?i"] '.DQV]V@G (0}0(0(&O_,,,,,bﬂfﬂ,&waﬂif)ﬂy hei(@ 5 i OQ”UG( " Unlverse" type proflles

L Group A Eiation: The Heroes, and passed %/No,ué/z\ the eacly for these characters who
L Elemertal (Jonders, years ot bt (ke guickly. She never actually appeared
| pined reputatior as a snob, and in a single comic. The
moued taMonhatton ar 19 +o 931 , '?éom_e of Dawn, a'l||as
# _ "Bonita Summers" at
dpusgient. goh. fn.faute 1 " this point, imagined her

News Yock Joitn's cac wos blasted " and Manipulator as a
b o mei%mhe,swnn‘u«,}%_@r,'/ke - husband-and-wife

__then-unexpeuented Manipulatac crimefighting duo.
Savch_he{,,anv ta_be (twarded
(97 a- ,Po.u)erfuJ tlagst of hegt .

: E?o/n&a',smmeo\ ot hece acﬂ'gml

| fleg. Hanpulafo c pursded her

- and calmed hec, He took Bonito.

under _his wig,. , and 'fagzpaj- her

10 use hec powerful Skiﬂg. e \

Yook the code name “Dawn Srac’

C&/‘d tecsme h'S. {Da,ffﬂef/lauef, ‘

'THE. HERCES

N

§ Ai } 3 f\ ‘ s «‘ e /*\

i | Vil o> {:32 .\:“D’ > b B '1//

| 1 X 7 Ie= 1 ‘.i::.n g

| = 2 : N/ JY N | ,._j ]

*, 5

"\ ARACHNOID  \ MANIPULATOR ) DAwN STaR \ ROBGTRON

| FDL‘.:‘:%:"Q‘ Memtes F()v,nc‘:n)cr Hember Fencli = Member A;Enwccli-i\f;.( Mesnbat

And of course there were
superhero teams in the
Galaxy universe. The
main Avengers analogue
| cleverly called "The
Heroes" as | imagined

8 =B

GoweEN Eace SEA LorD EL VAGUAR

Fowueding, Mambec (Desensed ) Founding Hewsee  Faurdeg Mawkee ~Founding Newsar

their handbook profile at =0} , [‘7 7
right. k> = ©
| SILER SORCEAESS. X GEMINI \ WAVEUNSTH  QUICKCHANGE.
E Jowed in gy Jomed 1 #15)  Jomed i #1537 (D) Joined m #£196
| HURRICANE MISHA'RAK] GOLDEN SABRE GBUTERADR

i Jomeé i Fud Jc\-?.:’ n #2286 oined in#22¢ Jonad wmF2e



A\ S, o A "Manipulator and
d e f\ Dawn Star" cover

design ripping off a
/ Spider-Man cover. It

You
You've Hounbeo Me,

was #168 - ambitious
Youve HURT Mg,

of me!
Bl//‘A/a/‘/M’E 4

MANIPULATOR

No/

MasTER MACABRE
Real Name: Unkuocss

Occapation: Prottesional Merceror,
for hire

HQM\*\! . Secrer

Leﬁ«ﬂ Status: American () citizen with o
known Crivrinal vecord

Fgmu aliases: none

Ploce ot birtit Unkmowi

Mactio Stedus: Unknewy

Known Relatives : Novie

Grovp Ptiliatiens: the Hunters
Bose ot operat m,.:_ ! Mebi le

First Appeacance: EL JAGUAR AND THE

SILVER SORCERESS LIMTED SEREs #/
Ov;%wﬂ The man who calls himsdf
Mastec Mecabee's origih I's unknown,
but he oppeared. suddent,, many piaths

ago with . Contract o~ €1 Jaguw .

Moster Mocabre’s emplyers’ ar that

time rewam wkiown. With s lycanthwop:c anch Macabres’ Twe orher assisstant's

assistat Wefen, Macabie coveodrad o Bladeiecie and Grimlocle, weie 1eér a5 o
[’. bizwace plan +0 dizs*rzy £l Jaguar . (+ “eomrin ey plon Block|aele cnd Grivmleck.
fearly Succeedad bwr For tha intewetion wrie dekeoted ond Lrpnsoned , hows and
|
/
Z ot Stlwec Saiceress and tlic One, Master  pfter Mastar Mocasre o Welten wmade ik
e P2 Vd
N y — Mecabre 0nd Wolfen wera exiled fo & back to ¢ivilisaticn were $ioed. The euil
3 y :
L <\ { { [ © -
\ \ | / island Soeuhae 1a the Pacibre (ch,w’ Uenom laser (0ines! the
[/ —— yys
T ) f
/) e / \
VA \/ \

N\ / § \. The "Master Macabre" character |
/ ‘ imagined here bore a vague

N | / r\] / resemblance to the one who turned up
\L/ \ilsEas N/ in Amoeba Adventures.
\\( LAL 1 1/A

12 At left, a rough version of Agnus Dei
{ / from Amoeba Adventures #1-3 popped
o \/// WA up on a cover for "The Heroes."



Number One, June, 1992

The groovy guide to upcoming Protoplasm Press projects...

Protoplasm
Propaganda

Spif Solo Coming Soon

Mr. Spif, one of Amoeba Adventures' most
popular characters, will be getting his own solo comic
book in November, written by up-and-coming Elvis
impersonator Troy Hickman, with art by John Hurley,
Doug Lumley, and myself.

Spif #1 will reveal the previously unknown full
history of Mr. Spif, from his days as Dr. Spif to the
present. The main focus of the story will be the never-
told story of how he lost his identity as Dr. Spif and
became Mr. Spif, the Batman wanna-be "dark
avenger" he was from 44 #1-3.

 The tale begins right after Prometheus #6, and
guest-stars Karate Kactus. In it, Dr. Spif undergoes his
downfall in a plot formulated by the crimelord Stiles,
and becomes a wanted man. Only with the help of the
mysterious vigilante The Period can Spif redeem
himself.

Spif #1 will be scripted by Troy "Never
Convicted" Hickman of Indiana from a plot by me...
It's be the first Protoplasm Press tale not written
directly by me, but I'll keep Troy in line by providing
pencils for the story. Doug Lumley, Troy's evil twin,
will ink the over-all story, while guest artist John "OK,
Convicted Once" Hurley will pencil Spif's origin.

Troy possesses a rapier-like wit which is wanted in
five states for obscene acts with a rubber chicken, and
is a fine writer of the highest caliber...why else would 1
trust him with this sacred duty? OK, there's the minor
matter of him holding my dog hostage, true...

Spif #1, sure to be the greatest comic book in the
history of the medium not drawn by Rob Liefield, will
be out around Thanksgiving...look for more details

soon. -

& The Period, another of those dark

vigilante dudes, debuting in Spif #1

Team-Up with Lynn
Allen Set For '93

One of small press' newest talents, Lynn Allen,
brings her characters to Protoplasm Press in All-
Spongy Comics #1, scheduled for early 1993 release.

Lex Two and Domingo, stars of the Miller
Publishing Co. book of the same name, come to Earth-
Spongy and tangle the All-Spongy Squadron up with a
very nasty lady in this story, which will be written and
inked by myself and pencilled by Lynn from our plot.

In All-Spongy Comics #1, Lex and Domingo are
on the run from the villainous Mindmaster, a rogue
telepath, and come to the All-Spongy Squadron for aid.
Unfortunately for them, the Mindmaster has friends in
low places, as she joins forces with the guys' worst foe,
the Asbestos Mushroom. It all turns into a complete
free-for-all as Lynn's other creation, the Mutant
Underground task force, joins the fray!

By the way, All-Spongy Comics will be the third
ongoing PP title, joining Amoeba Adventures and
One-Celled Tales. The focus of this one will be team-
ups with other folks' characters, so if any of you out
there are interested in collaborating on a team-up with
your creations, drop me a line!

=®Lynn Allen's Lex Two

'One-Celled #2 Has
Rambunny, Herr
Heinous Adventures

One-Celled Tales #2 is coming in September! It'l be
an anthology of short stories featuring the cast and
crew of Amoeba Adventures, written and drawn by
some of AA's biggest fans. Included will be a
Rambunny solo, a Herr Heinous short, and a Spif
adventure.

Rambunny hits the open road with writer Troy
Hickman and artist Doug Lumley, in a story Troy
describes as "a Harvey Pekar meets Concrete thing,
whatever the hell that means..."

Also, the All-Spongy Squadron's deadliest
menace, to himself at least, gets his own solo story
when Herr Heinous is back and out for vengeance
against the guys in a John Hurley production.

Rounding out OCT #2 will be a Spif short story by
Lynn Allen, a Karate Kactus one-pager, the never-
printed "Prometheus Meets The Beatles" epic from
1988, and a centerspread by yours truly featuring
every single character ever to appear in 44 and its
various spin-offs.

"Details'" Ends
In Oct's AA #10

The "Details Of Design" epic comes to a
screeching conclusion in Amoeba Adventures #10,
coming in October. This special double-size issue ties
all the various plot-lines and sub-plots together as
everybody joins forces against Master Macabre and
his Huntsmen.

The reunited team, back together for the first time
since #4, take the fight back to the being who began it
in "Rangarok." You'll not only see Manipulator and
Dawn Star in action for the first time, the secret of
Master Macrabre revealed, the return of some old
friends, and further hints of Prometheus' true nature,
but you'll be treated to a wrap-around cover with the
entire team against Macabre.

Look for the new All-Spongy Squadron, with.a
host of new members and some old faces gone, to
debut in A4 #11 in December!

by Nik Dirga, the fellow responsible for
this blatant capitalistic gimmick

Protoplasm Press, PO Box 2230,
University, MS 38677-2230

One of my periodic attempts to "brand" the tiny Protoplasm Press brand name with a
newsletter. In a sign | was biting off more than | could chew, two of the books mentioned
here never came out - "One-Celled Tales" #2 got folded into the grab-bag Amoeba
Adventures #12, while "All-Spongy Comics" with Lynn Allen never got much past the
script stage. (Which will be featured in the eventual "Amoeba Archive" special PDF.)



Another couple of "might have
been" sketches - at one point, |
was going to introduce
Rambunny's estranged young son
in a story.

Dig that hippie ponytail and the
potential for generational angst!

A“hiENs

| couldn't even
remember doing this
Amoeba Companion
sketch which was on the
back of one of the
original art pages for #9,
but | think it was meant
as a kind of guidebook
that eventually ended up
within the Amoeba
Adventures Fifth
Anniversary Special.





