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The Slimeball Speaks

email: dirganik@gmail.com * amoebaadventures.com

ell, this isn’t something | imagined would happen a year ago.
This is the first issue of Amoeba Adventures since 1998, reprinting
the two new stories I’'ve done this year and adding a brief third one for

good measure.

The peculiar, tense world that is 2020 had one weird blessing for me - after many years, during lockdown |
found the time to finally revisit and republish my 27 previous issues of Amoeba Adventures as free digital
downloads. I'd left Amoeba Adventures behind for years now - | never really meant to, but life happens.

My small press comics days were the better part of a lifetime ago now, started with scribbles of Prometheus
when | was just 15 or so during boring school classes, and mushrooming into a fairly successful small press
comic that had a few hundred very kind fans. Since then, | got married, had a kid, did a lot of journalism and
moved to the other side of the world.

| don’t know if | appreciated it enough then as the amazing experience it all was, but | do now. Along the way,
| realised that what I'd been telling myself for years - that I’d finished the story - wasn’t anywhere close to true.
I realised there’s plenty more to tell about Prometheus and friends.

I don’t know how productive I’ll be - | don’t quite have the stamina or the insane productivity in 2020 that |
did years ago to publish something like 40 comics in 8 years - but I’'m inspired to create again.

Somehow, I’'ve cobbled together enough new material to make a 28th issue of Amoeba Adventures at long
last. (I thought about starting over from #1, but y’know, it’s a legacy by now.) About those stories:

¢ “Tempus Fugit” is the all-new story I did for the Amoeba Adventures Archive earlier this year, a digital
book collecting all kinds of nifty odds 'n’ ends and rare stuff from my 1990s work. It’s a fun “what if” kind of
tale that picks up Prometheus’ story far, far in the future, admittedly full of deep cuts for longtime readers.

¢ “Prometheus Drinks Coffee” is based on a germ of an idea | had going way back when for a possible
story. Mr. 100 has been floating about for ages as well (he made an appearance in a single strip of my comic
“Chiaroscuro,” but that’s about it). It’s now more of a short tone poem, but | rather like it.

¢ The new Ninja Ant short was partially to make the page count hit 24 pages, and also is just because I kind
of missed the goofy guy, who might’ve been my favourite character to write back in the days.

I’'m not too hung up on “canon” from my 25-year-old comics but basically there’s plenty of room to tell
stories about what happened after Amoeba Adventures #27 way back in 1998, and quite a few tales about the
moments in between those earlier adventures as well. And if you’ve never read an Amoeba Adventures story at
all before, I'll do my best to make them easy to jump into.

My thanks to those folks who’ve had kind things to say about my “return” to comics after so long away, every
one of those comments was very much appreciated.

Because this ain’t 1998 any more, you can also go “online” on the “computer” and “read” all the previous
existing Amoeba Adventures tales at www.amoebaadventures.com, and give a “like” to the Amoeba Adventures
Facebook page.

Next: It’s still in embryonic status at this point, but look out for another Amoeba Adventures issue in 2021!

- Nik Dirga, December 2020 /LW

Amoeba Adventures #28, December 2020. Published well, somewhere between every 22 years and every once
in a while by Protoplasm Press, 262 Konini Road, Titirangi, Auckland, New Zealand 0604. Visit
www.amoebaadventures.com and look for the link to download all 27 previous issues and much more, or 'like' on
Facebook.com/amoebaadventures. Amoeba Adventures, Prometheus and Ninja Ant are all (C-) 2020 Nik Dirga.
All rights reserved. Good to be back.
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What they said then:

“Your work is imaginative and holds much promise” - Will Eisner
“This is one of the best things ever to come out of small press!” - Tim CGorrigan, Small
Press Comics Explosion
“This is good stuff .. starring the heroic, human and captivatingly delightful All-Spongy
Squadron.” - Tony Isabella, creator of Black Lighting

$2.00

us It's been 30 years since the first issue of
/ Amoeba Adventures was published, and to
ENTURE. celebrate, the Amoeba Adventures Archive
130-page digital book collects rare and
CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF AMOEBA Anvw never-hefore-seen stories including a
[@ S ARG E (RO Flaming Flag story by Troy Hickman, team-
ups with Jason Marcy’s Powerwus, a
gallery of art by Max Ink, the very primitive
earliest tales of Prometheus -- and “Tempus
Fugit,” an all-new Prometheus story for the
first time in 22 years!

Only $2 for the PDF download - Look for
details at amoebaadventures.com.

And don’t miss out on much more - all /o g
27 issues of Amoeha Adventures, the ’ A\

(Y Rambunny and Spif Solo comics, other
%HE lF’ll%(\)VUD ARt/ projects like Jip and Chiaroscuro are
THE DEMENTED: & all now available as FREE downloads!

Plus, nearly every issue now has
“honus features” including rare art,
interviews, notes and much more -
there’s a grand total of more than 200
pages of honus pages spread hetween
issues, so even if you read the comics
back in the 1990s, you haven’t read
these ones!

ES - EPILOGUE T
U.S. $3.00 CAN * MARCH 1998

amoebaadventures.com

Give us a like on that Facebook: facehook.com/amoebhaadventures
...And coming in 2021: Amoeba Adventures #29!





