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Amoebamail

email: dirganik@gmail.com ® amoebaadventures.com e facebook.com/amoebaadventures

Thanks for joining me for another issue of Amoeba Adventures!
Here’s some of your very kind comments on #30:

They say you can't go home again, but Nik Dirga has stepped back into his 1990s
quasi-superhero comic Amoeba Adventures like slipping on a comfortable

old pair of shoes, and it's as if no time had passed. This new issue in particular
features some intense action and suspense, as well as a lot of heart.

Highly recommended.

J Kevin Carrier, Ohio

What an awesome issue Nik, love seeing Rambunny. Your art has improved so
much, and have excellent storytelling ability, which is very important in comic
work. A+ all the way, a must have book.

Tony Lorenz, Florida

A really enjoyable story. It definitely took my mind off my problems.
Byron Black, Indiana

| read the latest Amoeba Adventures this morning! It's really good! | always like the done-in-ones more, and if you are
going to have some melancholic musings on the nature of ageing, you might as well do it while literally holding the
weight of a ruined building on your shoulders.

Robert Smith, Auckland, New Zealand

I've finally had a chance to sit down and read the stack of comics you sent me and it was sheer delight. There is
nothing quite like sitting on the couch and reading a small press epic. It took me back to when | first discovered
small press as a kid in the '90s; small press adventures ighited my imagination in a way that mainstream comics
(which I also love) couldn't match. | think it's probably because the stories are genuinely surprising, because the
creator has all the control of the story so it really can go in any direction it wants.

... | now feel so invested in Pro and Dawn and Rambunny and the gang after having spent so much time with them
lately. And | feel | know you better, too, since one of the great things about small press is these little publications give
us a direct line into the creator's soul.

One of my rules these days is that any comic coming into the house has to go back out as a gift to someone. For
marital bliss purposes. So I'm extremely excited to gift these to my nephew for his next birthday because he's going
to love them and get a real understanding of the magic of small press.

I'll stop rambling now, but just wanted to drop you a line to thank you for sharing your amazing talent with the world
and | look forward to the next chapter in the life of the All-Spongy gang.

Jason DeGroot, Texas

Comics recycling! | support this movement, Jason! As always, thanks very much for everyone who took a moment to

let me know what they thought, and hey, I’d dig hearing your comments on this issue right here, through whatever
technological and letter-writing means you might wish to use! Contact details above! - Nik

) S\ _ 7
The Asbestos Mushroom is ~ Prometheus is an amoeba  Spif is a former doctor, Ninja Ant is the life of the
the greatest supervillain of who the Asbestos former superhero, currently party.
our time. Mushroom really hates. a scientist and a teacher.

Amoeba Adventures #31, June 2022. Published maybe twice a year by Protoplasm Press, 262 Konini Road,
Titirangi, Auckland New Zealand 0604. Additional print copies of this issue available for $7.50 postpaid. Visit
amoebaadventures.com and look for the links to download all 30 previous issues and much more for FREE, and
give us a “like” on Facebook.com/amoebaadventures where occasionally I'll remember to post rare art and
coming attractions. Amoeba Adventures, Prometheus the Protoplasm and all other characters are (C) 2022 Nik
Dirga. All rights reserved.
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IT HAS A BASIC
SHAPE IT MUST FolLLOW.

AN ... ARC 1T MUST
CONCLUDE...

,..TO STILL BE
CONSIDERED A BAGEL.

BUT INSIDE ... AND ”W}I
OUTSIDE...

YoU MAY ASSEMBLE
THE CONTENTS TO
YOUR LIKING-.
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AND NOW, YoU THINK A ...

L/STE/V, MUSHROOM ... YOU'VE BEEN TRYING To KiLL
"TEAM-UP" WITH DR. TERRAPIN

THE AMOEBA FOR YEARS. BUT YoU NEVER QUESTION L./Hy
|S THE SOLUTION TO YOUR.
PROBLEMS ?

>
o

Qm:mﬂ@sf

= —
YOURE. A '\ \\
CASE STUDY ‘ ‘
IN INERTIA. q=—

REVENGE 2 THAT'S

FOR AMATEURS, GET
WITH THE TIMES,
MUSHROOM .,

ALL IT GoT ME N
WAS A THRASHING
AND RECURRING-
NECK PAIN.,

| HAD MY MOMENT OF BAROQUE
VILLAINY AS TINKERTOY LONG AGO,
ENGAGING IN DRAMATIC FISTICUFFS
WITH PROMETHEUS AND ALLIES. ¥

THESE DAYS, | CAN ACHIEVE
MORE EVIL IN COMPLETE

ANONYMITY THAN A DOZEN
GAUDY 'SUPERVILLAIN
BATTLES.'

¥ HE DID - WAY, wAY BACK W MXZS
PROMETHEUS #Li -6 ~NOSTALGIC NIK,

ALL wil_ TASTE

MY BAGEL OF

VENGEANCE /
/;

/PROMETHEUS 1S MY vemesIS!) | ¢!,
AND THIS PLAN WILL BE

MY GRAND FINAL TRIUMPH
AT LONG (AST/

[ SHOULDVE KNOWN THE

GREAT DR. TERRAPIN
WoLLD NEVER GET HIS

FLIPPERS DIRTY/
z%. ! ‘

ER... DO YoUu MIND PICKIN(]
UP THE CHECK Dol ?

SOON ... SOOM ...
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 FRAZUIN PR

FoOL TERRAPIN! YoU'LL SEE y
[~ u

| HAVE PLANNED THIS FOR.
MONTHS. PROMETHEUS WILL

\FALL_ TO THE ASBESTOS MUSHROM |

CFOR ONCE..

For ONCE..
v o i

<
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SERVING THE GREATER SPONGOPOL[S REGION &IN

o) L{

1986
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TR\

' FUNGOIDﬁ;lEND FOUND DEADZON SIDEWALK

THREE DAYS LATER:

\A:E CAN'T BELIEVE P
RE DOING TH Z
1S, F %

—77 YEAH, THIS FEELS LIKEY

4 /;/'/(f A BAD IDEA, SPIF.

ory of the Mushroom for the next
30 dd\

Full report
 Prometheus - 'No
comment' -R.7

« Rumours of 'villain
wake' to be held - P.5
«Was he really so bad?
Vox pop - . 11

« ' hat the Mushroom's
secret haby!' - P. 13

YOURE NOT MEANT
To GO TO YOUR
NEMESIS'S WAKE !/

o
. "M SURE TS N
THE RULES Somewuaze

s —

LOOK, I'VE GOT MY
DOUBTS HE'S EVEN
DEAD/

géomemaus MITS?j =

ITs ABOUT N _
BEING DECENT. (W

An AmoebaAdventures Excluswé
Written and drawn by Nik Dirga

Murph's Take - Page 5
Spongo Lotto - Page 12

TIMES OVER‘)

b =
¥ ST

BUT HE WAS STILL. A

Z

WE SET AN EXAMPLE

THE
ASBESTOS MUSHROOM MIGHT VE TRIED TO KILLUS A DOZEN )

PERSON. BY SHOWING UP,




AGAIN,., THIS
| FEELS UKE A
BAD \DEA,
B\

i
q

|
P o, WE BRoUGHT

PRET2ELS 2 /

ARE You FREAKIN'
KIppING ME?

DID You COME TO GLOAT, DO-
GOODERS 7 YOU PARASITES! HE
AIN‘T EVEN COLD YET/

ITS TIME To
FEEL THE £

ST/I\/G OFI: 5




HEY/ GuYs, ITS ME/

TIME | SAW HEINOUS, HE
WAS TURNING- OVER A
NEW _LEAF.Z%

XAA 27,

(" 1TS TRUE! I'M NOT
LIKE THAT NOW/

l

IN FACT, | JUST
GOT MY REALTOR'S
LICENSE THIS wWEEK/ @

BYGONES AND ALL THAT...

\

ITSs So cool You COuLd Come.Y”

EVIL DICTATOR BUSINESS
AND ALL, BUT YOU'VE

GOT TO BE. IMPRESSED
AT ITS RESPECT FoR. /
p TRADITION., &

SEND THEM ON THEIR WAY.

A SUPERVILLAIN PASSES ON)
AND EVERYONE GATHERS TO

(lT'S NEUTRAL TERRITORY, TOO — NO
FIGHTS, ALTHOUGH SOMETIMES You

é@wes LIKE THAT GULY...

FBUT TODAY'S ALL ABOLT |}
THE ASBESTUS MUSHRoOM., 4

| ADMIT, | NEVER
REALLY GoT ALONG
W|TH THE GUY, BUT,

WELL, WERE ALL A

\ BIT INTENSE, RIGHT?

)
e
= i

ERE
TO PAY OUR. RESPECTS. LIKE
HIM OR NOT, THE. 'SHRooM WAS
A BIG PART IN THE AlLL-
SPONGY SQUADRON HISTORY.

MAN, | WAS SAD TO HEAR. Y
YOU GUYS SPLIT UP, Too/ |
QUALITY NEMESES,”

ANYWAY, You'LL LOVE THE
MC - HE'S THIS BIG OL'

CRIMELORD DOWN AT THE
DOCKS, BUT HE ALSO IS
JUST GREAT AT WAKES,

WEDDINGS AND BAR MITZVAHS/




/ \
"6@ IF You wiLL...),

Iy TV o

THE ASBESTOS
MUSHROOM BROUGHT

SPoNGoPoUS TO
TS KNEES MANY

N
\

p
| AM YOUR HoST THE

JCTOPOIP, AND TONIGHT... ,
! \ g :

AND YES, WHILE
SO-CALLED HERDES
OF TEN THWARTED

HIS SCHEMES...

/,.HE GOT BACK vP,
EVERY SINGLE TIME,

: THE FUNGUS WHO ‘
...BECAUSE THATS WALKED AMONG- uS/ M4
WHAT VILLAINS DO. ' \

1 v
WITHOUT FURTHER. \ % R
! THE DOCTORR ,

OUR. FIRST SPEAKER,

DON'T TOUCH THE
‘ SHE (L, CEPHALOPOD,
f v v 3 . T {




NOwW THEN,.,.

| KNEW THE MUSHROOM,
| SUPPOSE, AS WELL
AS AN YONE DID.

AFTER. A FASHION.

WE WERE COHORTS IN VILLAINY,
BUT WE WERE ALSO COLLEAGUES,

(WE FIRST MET YEARS\
AGO IN OUR. TIME. AT

SPONGOPOLIS UNIVERSITY,

EPONGOPOLIS
J,\“\/ERS(T\/ /
v satis est”” 4 3

fwa WERE \DEALISTIC YOUNG )
CAMPUS INTELLECTUALS.

o

@
r

A

" YES, PERHAPS HE WAS

—

— o

... A DESIRE TO PEER.

PEEP INTO THE
MYSTERIES OF THE
CosmMos.

’?—[r
r

NOT THE MOST GIFTED
OF STUDENTS.

3

HIS FIRST LovE
WAS CHEMISTRY,

1/,

...AND HE. DABBLED IN
ENGINEERING-... .

Vi

e " WITH MIXED RESULTS.

’-

.AND EVEN PH/LOSOPHY.

il

P

%

PERHAPS A LIBERAL ARTS
DEGREE WOUWD BE
MORE TO YOUR LIKING 2

il

/"1;00

NO, | DONT

SOME DAY, TERRAPIN,
| WILL. MAKE MY MARK .

PEOPLE W ILL
REMEMBER. ME..
M ‘

THINK. SO.
> )




HEY NOW! THIS SounDS Y N

LIKE A SECRET ORIGA"

STORY, TRUE BELIEVE S‘ l
)

P EVEN THE MOST B
MERELY ADEQUATE 4
L. AMONGST THEM,

i

WA

E. AWARD fOR
PERSISTENCE N
SCIENTIFIC
INQUIRY, ..

OR_AS WE CALL
IT, THE "Goop

TRY AWARD,” I'T
GOES THIS VEAR.

AHEM,

N(E[ ‘ WHERE kS

.- THE DAY CAME WHEN ACADEMIA HAD

L ) WHERE ALL ACHIEVEMENTS
¥ 2 WOULD BE HONORED..,

ASBESTOS
MUSHEROOM/

TsK, TSK, |
NO RVNN ING,

UNIVER

— —-—

SSALiS oSt/

fv.,l‘o LIKE TO THAND

GALILEO, AND EINSTEIN,
AND COPERN/ICUS AND

YES, \/ES, VERY
GOOD. NOW,OUR
GUEST SPEAKER
SHOULD B&
WITH US SHORTLY.

d To. d
j\/\/\/\/ -

7 IT'S ME, PROMETHEU
HERE TO DROP SOME
kEnowlEDGE
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COLLEGE DUVES / B
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ONE SIDE,
FUNGI GUY.”
— \§

I/

HES usT Famas| [
HEY HEY, | |mor BEING fmous.
ITS AMOEBA WHAT HAS HE

1™ NOT GoNG TO Y (C BUT | kEW THE N ((AND THAT DAY... TiEY
CALLIT ANYTHING SO| | ASBESTOS MUSHRCOM. | | VILLAIN WE AL KNOW
BAVAL AS AN ORIGIN.

THAT DAY HE
WAS TRULY BORN.

...HE LEARNED TO

I HAVE STUDIED.
I HAVE WORKED.

(AWARDZ OH,YES, YOULL GETY
AN AWARD, AMOERA...IN HFLL S

CoOULD WE HAVE THE
MICROPHONE BACK, PLEASE 2




I HAVE NEVER SAID ,
“1'M KING OF THE WORLD [
IN MY UFE.

[ KNOW 1TS A FUNERAL AND

s A | ADMIT | HAD A BIT
ALL, BUT COME ON:

OF EGO IN THOSE
DAYS, BUT SERIOUSLY,
YOoURE TRYING TO

o

SOME HURT FEELINGS
AND A CHEAP AWARD
BREAKS , AND THAT
CREATES A RAVING
LUNATIC?

o I

.. THAT RETIRED
_ HERO AND IRRITATING
S| vo-GoorER
PROMETHEUS !

PLEASE
| ENUGHTEN US!

OK. YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT
THE ASBESTOS MUSHROOM WAS (IKE?
LET ME TELL YOU.

HES A GUY WHO STALKED
ME, TRIED TO SHOOT ME,
FREE2E ME, CRUSH ME,
AND DISINTEGRATE ME
REPEATEDLY .., AND | STILL
DONT REALLY KNOW WHY.

) THINK. HE wWAS JUST
ANOTHER BULLY WHO
WANTED TO BLAME EVERYTHING
DISAPPOINTING IN HIS LIFE

ON SOMEONE. E£LSE.

TRIED TO SHOOT
ME INTO THE SUM...




(HA HA! AT LAST, AMOEBA\,
| HAVE ENGINEERED THE
PERFECT FATE FOR YOU/

S ad
THE MYTHICAL
PROMETHEUS

BROOGHT FIRE

To THE WORLD,
AND PAID
DEARLY For_ T,

\

MVSHROOM, WEVE ?'
DOVE THIS DANCE

AGAIN AND AGAIN. /,

AND | WV EVERY
TIME.. WHY MEZ wHY
AM | YOOR NEMESIS 2
\\“ —— J O

AND YoU, PROME THEUS — To FIRE YoU SHALL )
RETURN. ORPINARY WEAPONS MAY NOT KILL YOU...
| BUT THE UNDYING FLAMES OF THE SuN WILL,

THIS AIRTIGHT, \/\

ESCAPE-PROOF
ROCKET IS How A
YOUR. STORY ENDS, \/

6
\)é

EVERYTHING YOU WANTED FELL
INNYOUR LAF. STARPOM, A TEAM

OF ALUES.

NEMESIS? A SHALLOW (_Agg(_,\ (lLOOK AT YOU,WITH YOoLUR N
YOU CAME HERE. FROM THE. SMOOTH CELEBRITY FACE... YOUR.
STARS, AND IMMEDIATELY SHoweD | | EASY FRIENDSHIPS, ., YouR-

How INADEQUATE WE WERE TO YoU.

PERFECT HUMAN GIRLFRIEND...
- /J
7 e C =7 A

WHERE. THE WORLD SEES
HERO, | SEE EGO. | SEE

J RIGHTE OUSNESS.”

[...] NEVER
SAID | WAS,

—
WHY DO | ALwAYS FEEL.

UKE WE LWE ON
\_ DIFFERENT PLANETS Z )

" ENOUGH CHATTER /)
ANY FINAL THOUGHTS,

%\(\/6‘465/5’.z

%




WE. DIVIDE!

0L A 1
OK, MUSHROOM, ﬁq‘ﬁ/‘

2
=4

LETS MAKE

(TIP :

To IMPRISON ME...

IF YOURE GOING B2

7., .MAKE SURE. |
DIDN'T DIVIDE

PARDON ME WHILE | "\
GET MYSELS TOGETHER.

Two OF You IS
TwWICE AS INSUFFERABLy’

DAY, ANOTHER,
DEATHTRAP.

7]

E

FOR ALL YoUR_ POSTURING
AND POSING, YoU CAN
NEVER IMAGINE | MIGHT
BE RIGHT, DO You

TRULY MAKE THIS WORLD
BETTER, OR DO You JUST

CRAVE THE ATTENTIONZ

NY——

Y LOOK IN THE
 MIRROR, PROTOPLAS M/

Z v 7

PERSISTENT
LIL' FUNGUS, |

MAYBE ONE OF THESE
DAYS, HE'LL LISTEN. IN
THE MEANTIME , WE CARRY

WHAT A HERO-CENTRIC
NARRATIVE/

)/\5"@:)\\) ‘! Y.
L 1, VELCROMAN, WiLL
NOT STAND FOR THIS
REVISIONISM OF LR

FAUEN BROTHER!
YOU MAKE HIM SOUND
\u|<e A COMMON BUFFOON,

MALLARD! YoU ) %X «
GO TOO FARI A" F » K
' T oot = =
7 L »
g2

VELCRD! THAT
DOES | T 7 A

{

|




V oy crear

THERE GOES

THE CLEANING
DEPOSIT.
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. ( STOP VELCROING YOURSELF. -‘ Guys! we
0 \S7oP VELROING YoURSELF,JB HAVE A CoDE! S

K]

A

‘,

AT LAST, ITS
RODENTIO'S

= s / o SR
! Ly
» . - E j P 4

’ LETS JUST PAUSE THE
NETIC ENERGY IN THIS

W

A
=

Ki
Room FOR A MINUTE.
[¢]

Aw/, COME )’
aN, DUDE.
-

I'Mm SPIF. I'D LIKE
TO SAY A FEW
WORDS, IF | MAY.




| GUESS WERE SUPPOSED To BE TEWING PEOPLE
ABOUT WHAT KIND OF PERSON THE ASBESTES MUSHROOM pAS.

7
‘ ]’A
[ WAS A F’RST‘YEqK

RESIPENT DOCTOR
WHO WAS ALREADY SHOWS. | WAS YOUNG AND |

THE VERY F/RST TIME | MET HIM, |

™ HE WAS GOING To KILL ME.

IN ONE. OF PROMETHEUS' FIRST
ENCOUNTERS WITH THE SHROOM,

| WORE. SPIKED HAIR, MADE
GADGETS AND WENT TO PUnK

HE WAS SENT To MY HOSPITAL.
KIND OF BORED WANTED TO MAKE MY MARK. fhntp E-., " s
WITH THE JOB. . QM.
JRGEE” “; W W i .1,‘
— (18—
B E e T /=
IRER R ~ (4
1
b |
—
—r

JT WAS THE MOST EXUTEMENT
IN WEEKS. HE HAD A BODYGUARD
AND EVERYTHING. | WANTED.

\’@ BE A FART OfF THE ACTION. y

 MosTLY, THAT MEANT )
STANDING ARCUND [N A

STAIRWELL TRYING TO
LOOK BUSY.

N,
({2 P

(;vHAT ARE You
SUPPOSED T® BE 2
SOME SORT OF
HIPSTER DOCTOR?Z




WHATEVER .
YOU'VE CAUGHT

/...AND | DONT NEED

YoU TELWUNG THEM
WHICH WAY | WENT.

Ui
/)

P

P f— \\)

(--LOOK, I'M H

JUST A DOCTOR!

J“u
6“\)// ‘

7
4

s

EVERYONE IS

SOMETHING ELSE
WHEN THE PENNY

DROPS.

N

~,,STILL. You
ARENT My
NEMES]S,
| SUPPOSE.

.. UM...YEAH? I'M JUST A
FIRST-YEAR. RESIDENT, BUT |
WANT To MAYBE SPECIALIZE

’,l ADPMIT, HE KIND\
OF FREAKED ME OUT.
HE WAS JITTERY

AND SMELLED ODD.

HE wAS A BOLT OF
UNPREDICTABILITY
IN MY BORIN G

(DREAMERS LIFE, J

You...YoU LIKE....
SCIENCE 2

I/lij”f’:“'ﬂlf‘lur:i
e TELL Y
You THIS FOR.
FREE, DOCTOR..
1 /s:://fJ
SCIENCE Y
WILL BREAK !

YOUR, ]
HEART.

lﬁ)im: (

ri—']
HE




| THOUGHT OF A WAY %
* TO MAKE MY MARK,
| STARTED TO PLAY
HERO. STOPPED
BEING A DOCTOR.

W(—m e “‘m% % / — ™
ALSO, THAT HAIRSTYLE WON'T AGE WELL.) A | THAT ENCOUNTER CHANGED ME.
, A\ | HATED FEELING HELPLESS. —
7 ; -

I'D FIGHT THE —
MUSHROOM FOR-
REAL, MANY TIMES

N

AND YET... WITHOUT THAT MOMENT,
WITHOUT HIM, THEN,..WOULD | EVER
= L HAVE. BECOME ME 2

AND | T MADE ME REALIZE.,
You NEVER REALLY
UNDERSTAND ANYONE.

IT..IT WAS MY IDEA TO | CAME BECAUSE AFTER ALL
COME HERE TODAY. | SAID, | | THIS TIME, ALL MY LEARNING,
TO SET AN EXAMPLE. ALL MY SCIENCE , ALL OF THE
N ADVENTURES...

=

YOoU JQUST GET
GLUIMPSES,
BETWEEN
ACTIONS.

/ You
S \ GET...
| STILL DIDN'T KNow. | STILL EXPERIMENTS.

DIDN'T UNDERSTAND HIS MOTIVATIONS,
. —" %

WAS HE AN ANGRY FAILED STUDENTZ A W L
GIGGLING MANIACZ A THWARTED GENIUSZ | GUESS AlLL ofF US ARE \
MORE THAN ONE THING, WHEN

You GET PowN To IT.




/THAT WAS
SURPRISINGLY
DARK, EVEn

FOR. A
FUNERAL.

..YOU NEVER TOLD ME
ABOUT THAT AT THE
HOSPITAL. 1'M.. I'M
SORRY THAT HAPPENED

é @J KNOW... IT WAS WORTH [T

'WELL ANow/! THIS IS THE MoST CHAOTIC
EVENT |'VE HOSTED SINCE THE ILL-
FATED /CE KING'S TROPICAL CRUISE./

\

BEER IS

AS AN APOLOGY FOR TH
FOR THE NEXT TEN MINUTES, ALL

5% OFF/

E /NCONVENIBNCE,

NEXT TIME, WARN A GUY WHEN YOURE GOING- |
TO FREEZE HIM IN TIME FOR TEN MH\JUTES,%

WA=~ g
INK TS TIME WE TooK

F AND LEFT THE VILLAINS
TO THEMSELVES.

| KNEW WE SHOUL

Ry A2

%{Jugf SENT FLO wa’&?z e




| KNEW THE
ASBESTOS MUSHRAOM
FOR A (ONG TIME.

... THE NEED FOR FINANCIAL
SECURITY LATER IN LIFE/
g ” z/

{'’M MORE. TECHNO
DICTATOR STRONGMAN.,

SECURITY LIKE THE
NEW SPONGOPOULLS
EWMS DEVELOPMENT
OFFERS, WITH A

GUARANTEED 5002
RETURN ON YOUR
IWESTMENT.”

BUT ONE THING
WE AlwAYS
AGREED ON ...

1

OH,WE HAD OUR.
DIFFERENCES
IN OUR. APPROACHES
To EVILPOING,
T0 BE SURE..

Youvg CLASSIC
MAD SCIENTIST.

= = =l = 7 = - = Lk i =
f % —— —
{ ‘as RD. = o g} — y
30\)0) \%‘\/Hk:ﬁl?l s e wis L™ o o 4 /WA 1 naven'T TOU}///

' WENT IN HATING \VEMESIS, || I vou ABouT THE &
THE GUl, AN | < 1T == spacious oren-
LEFT.. WELL, STILL | GUESS - -

: N
NOT REALLY LIKING THATS PSU;A CL(:C/‘/Z‘JC/Z/'/F/
- HIM. . o | someTHING. . ]

BUT YOU GET Usep
TO PEOPLE, DONT YOUZ A |




The Slimeball Speaks

email: dirganik@gmail.com ® amoebaadventures.com e facebook.com/amoebaadventures

This issue: Someone DIES.

The Asbestos Mushroom has been here pretty much from the beginning (see Behind The Story below), and it’s
a bit sad to have him ride off into the sunset this issue. Still, even if this is his final appearance in Amoeba
Adventures, at least he goes out with a fittingly fungi bit of flair!

| started drawing this issue in a strange place - a New Zealand government Managed Isolation Quarantine hotel
in Christchurch, where | had to stay for 10 days alone in late January after returning home from my first trip
back to America in two years. While | got occasionally poked and prodded and tested for Covid-19 (all negative,
praise be), | sketched out the first third or so of this issue and mapped out the rest. When you’re alone in a hotel
room, what better use of your time than drawing comics, really?

The tumult of the last year or two - not just global, but also on a personal scale in many ways - probably leaked
into the writing of this issue a bit again. The last couple of years have certainly made all of our lives seem a little
more fragile. | wondered what makes a person, and what shapes who they’re perceived to be. As the story
you’ve (hopefully) just read shows, there’s no easy answer to that question.

| also need to give special thanks to Rick Bradford’s Poopsheet zine, which had very kind things to say about
#30, and small press legends Steve Keeter and Larned Justin, who featured last issue on their YouTube small
press review show late last year - you can check out that episode online at https://www.youtube.com/watch?-

v=ed9CG3ZAVpM. Thanks, gents! See you around December for #32!

Behind the StOry {25%%%%%@ N Ak
Are DEAD) 1 4! & ;

Who doesn’t love a villain? The bizarre DISEMBAWEL YoU WITH
villains of the Amoeba Adventures world MY TEETH/! e
have always been some of my favourite 2\ Nz
characters, from the bumbling Herr —_ |
. . GREAT scoTr/ A GIANT
Heinous to the genuinely scary Dark One. MUSHRCOM ROBOT
BURSTING THROUGH
THE WALLSZ

1 REALY CAN'T BELIEVE
( JUST SAID THAT.

The Asbestos Mushroom has always been
my favourite Amoeba villain to write, and
perhaps the strangest. He first appeared
way, way back in the Amoeba Adventures
precursor 1986’s Prometheus #2, which |
wrote and drew in between boring
lectures in high school classes.

His name came from some sort of twisted
homage to / parody of Bob Burden’s
fantastic surreal independent comics
character, the Flaming Carrot, who | was
hugely inspired by in creating my own
‘toons.

ORDINARY LAYMEN,
BuT To THE IMMENSE
GENIUS OF THE
ASBESTOS MUSHROOM
THEY BECOME S0
MUCH MarE!

(It’s hard to say years and years later, but |
guess | thought if there’s a Flaming Carrot,
there must be an Asbestos Mushroom out
there somewhere in the multiverse to
counterbalance him?)

The raving, looney evil Mushroom was a
regular nemesis to Prometheus and ‘ M
friends all through the 1990-1998 run of h ¥ Clockwise from top, Amoeba

Amoeba Adventures, popping up in #5 to AT Adventures #5, Prometheus #2,

OVER

nme Amoeba Adventures #18.
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attack them on the
David Letterman show
(!) and to attack them
again in #18-19 with a
bunch of miniature
mushroombots and a
convoluted plot
involving action
figures stuffed with
heroin (!!).

He was always colorfully one-note and great fun
to write rage-filled monologues for, and it
seemed appropriate to bring him back for one
last hurrah in the “new” Amoeba Adventures,
and maybe, just this once, dig a little deeper
into who he was and what made him tick. Vale,
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Asbestos Mushroom - you might’ve been a bad ZE/ND a@ \\X\“ =
guy, but you were good fun to write and draw. :: o =D
S|

Oh, and for the perverse reader who always
asks - no, he wasn’t designed intentionally as a

phallic symbol. He’s a mushroom, darn it. They
just look that way. A meTTAE
b "g} HAUNTED |

== pAes mAN
There’s a few other deep-dives among the B A8
villains in this issue. Herr Heinous, of course, @ PAST |
has been around since the beginning, popping - Y. |
up in #1-3, #12, #13, #20 and #27 as my neurotic e NS f
answer to Doctor Doom, and my second-favourite foe to write.

Clockwise from top left,
Herr Heinous, Amoeba
Adventures #2; Velcroman,
Amoeba Adventures #4;
The Man-Rake's great lost

Velcroman made his extremely brief and ineffective debut back in Amoeba Adventures
#4, while Doctor Terrapin appeared for all of one page in his original form back in 1987’s
Prometheus #4, and more than three decades later, | thought it’d be fun to resurrect

this malevolent turtle. Every one of these goofy old comics of mine are available for solo adventure, from

FREE download over on amoebaadventures.com! sketchbook; Doctor
Terrapin, from 1987's

The Man-Rake, The Mallard and most of the other villains who pop up this issue are all Prometheus #4.

new. | think the Man-Rake deserves a comic all of his own at some point, to be honest.

All of the 1990s issues of Amoeba Adventures have been uploaded to the cybersphere as FREE PDF downloads. Check out
the complete stories of Prometheus, Rambunny and the gang. All 31 issues of Amoeba Adventures, special issues and solo
tales and much more! Most issues also feature bonus rare art, notes and more from back in the day.
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